TOTAL SEA FISHING ICE SCRAPER 



Total 



a 




a 






> i 


[ 


[■ 


THE UK’S BEST SEA FISHING MAGAZINE 





i 




GET INTO 
BOAT FISHING 

GROUND FISHING 
BASICS WITH 

DES WESTMORE 








01524 422146 


H^erry sFishina 

/ Anglers 




IN STORE Q ONLINE Q BY PHONE 


over £320 y 

^[Subject to T&c/n 









^ 

THESE ARE THE BEST SELLERS BUT GERRY’S SUPPLY 
ALL CENTURY RODS - IF THERE IS SOMETHING YOU 
CANNOT SEE CALL US FOR ADVICE! 

EXCALIBUR TT 14FT 10IN RRP £624.95 GP £546.85 

EXCALIBUR J CURVE 13FT 6IN RRP £514.50 GP £450.00 

EXCALIBUR C CURVE 13FT10IN ... RRP £514.50 GP £450.00 

T1000 14FT 10IN RRP £624.95 GP £546.85 

El 000 14FT 8IN RRP £514.50 GP £450.00 

EXCALIBUR SRE 2 RODS 13FT 8IN AND 15IN 

13FT8IN RRP £514.50 GP £450.00 

15FT RRP £524.95 GP £459.00 

TIP TORNADO 

SPORT 13FT 6IN RRP £434.50 GP £380.00 

SUPERMATCH 13FT6IN RRP £430.00 GP £376.00 

MATCH 13FT6IN RRP £425.00 GP £372.50 

LOW DIAMETER SUPERMATCH 13FT.. RRP £41 1 .50 GP £359.99 

LOW DIAMETER 13FT RRP £385.00 GP £337.00 

KOMPRESSOR 

WR30013FT RRP £468.50 GP £409.99 

SUPER SPORT SS 13FT 10IN RRP £434.00 GP £379.75 

SPORT S 13FT 10IN RRP £425.00 GP £371.95 j 



ELIMINATOR 



ELIMINATOR T800SGT \ 

It produces a fluid, through casting action, that hits big distances either using a pendulum or an 
off the ground cast. This rod achieved in excess of 250 yards during testing. Also suited to a 
overhead thump, where the tip recovers very quickly. 

13FT 6IN (3-7oz) RRP £499.99 GP £465 FINANCE AVAILABLE 

ELIMINATOR T900SGT 

These rods are beasts, designed for mixed to rough ground, where weed and rocky snags are a 
factor. In testing they have fought and tamed halibut, big cod and double figure rays. In the right 
hands, this rod will put a big bait, a long way.The greatest advancement is in the bite detection, 
it’s hard to believe a rod this powerful can pick up even the slightest of bites at range. 

14FT 4IN RRP £529.99 ■■GP £498.99 FINANCE AVAILABLE J 






SUNSET SOLICA 



new low prices 



REELS 



MAG2 515 

275YD X15LB MONO RRP £139.99 G/P £104.99 

MAG2 525 

310YDX15LB MONO RRP £149.99 G/P £109.9P| 
MAG2 535 
320YD X20LB MONO RRP £159.99 G/P £129.99 
SURFBLASTER 7000 
295YD X30LB MONO RRP £99.99 G/P £79.99 
SURFBLASTER 8000 
330YD X30LB MONO RRP £99.99 G/P £79.99 



ZZIPLEX 



Best sellers! Rated 1 00-200g, 3-piece for every transport. Best value 
continental rods on the market. 

1 4ft Power tip RRP £1 1 9.99 GP £99.99 

1 5ft Hybrid tip RRP £1 34.99 GP £1 09.99 

1 6ft Power tip RRP £1 39.99 GP £1 1 9.99 

SUNSET KEMICA » ■ ww— 

A great and easy to cast blank with a little more grunt in the butt section than 
the Solica. Rated 1 00-200g. 3-piece. 4 models to choose from. 

1 4ft Power tip RRP £1 49.99 GP £1 1 9.99 

1 5ft Hybrid tip RRP £1 59.99 GP £1 29.99 

SUNSET EOLICA . lj ■ i 

Fitted with Fuji guides and feature great bite registration in the tip. A real joy to 
use. Rated 100-200g rating, 3-piece. 

1 4ft Power tip RRP £1 89.99 GP £1 49.99 

15ft Hybrid tip RRP £199.99 GP £159.99 

SUNSET AURICA — » - 

Top of the range ultra slim rod with one of the best tips on the market. With a 
rating of 80-250g making these rods a very versatile tool. 

14ft Power tip RRP £309.99 GP £249.99 

15ft Hybrid tip RRP £319.99 GP £259.99 

SUNSET MYTICA 

The power house of the sunset range has bags of power with a fast tip recovery. 
This rod is all about casting big distances. Rated 1 00-250g. 3-piece rod. 

14ft Power tip RRP £289.99 GP £239.99 

15ft Hybrid tip RRP £319.99 GP £259.99^ 



All Zziplex rods now come with Fuji Alconite guides, shrink tube, coasters + rod bag. All 
professionally finished in house in Zziplex colours Red, White & Blue, but any custom build 
can be accommodated - just call for advice! We can now offer Fuji Titanium Torzite K 
Guides for the customer that wants the best! 



GERRY’S HAS THE BEST STOCKS OF ZZIPLEX! 



i 



ZETEQUE 13FT 9IN MIXED TO ROUGH £499.99 „ 

ZETEQUE 13FT 9IN GT (GLASS TIP) MIXED GROUND £509.99 v 

ZETEQUE TXL 14FT 1IN MIXED TO ROUGH £519.99 

ZETEQUE TXL GT (GLASS TIP) 14FT 2IN MIXED TO ROUGH £519.99 

M4GT (GLASS TIP) 13FT 8IN MIXED GROUND £509.99 

M4 HI FLEX MATCH 13FT 4IN CLEAN & MIXED £499.99 

M4 EVOLUTION 13FT 5IN MIXED TO SEMI ROUGH £499.99 

DYMIC LT 14. MIXED GROUND £479.99 

DYMIC LT 14 EVO MIXED TO SEMI ROUGH £499.99 

DYMIC HST EVO 13FT 6IN HIGH SPEED TIP MIX TO ROUGH £499.99 

DYMIC LT 14 BULLET (GLASS TIP) MIX TO ROUGH £479.99 

HSM 13FT 6IN CAST 4-70Z. CLEAN TO MIXED £499.99 

BULLET GT (GLASS TIP) 13FT MIXED TO SEMI ROUGH £449.99 

PRIMO SYNCHRO 13FT 2IN MIXED TO SEMI ROUGH £439.99 

PRIMO HI FLEX 13FT 2IN MIXED TO SEMI ROUGH £459.99 

M427 1 4FT 4IN ROUGH GROUND £499.99 | 

M427 HIFLEX 14FT 4IN ROUGH GROUND £499.99 H 

PROFILE GT (GLASS TIP) 13FT 9IN CLEAN GROUND £429.99 j 

PROFILE EVO 13FT 8IN CAST 60Z CLEAN TO MIXED £419.99 

50X50 13FT 4IN CLEAN TO MIXED £399.99 

POWERTEX BASS, 12FT 8IN £329.99 



mm 



ENVOY TOURNAMENT MAG CT 

MAGNETIC BRAKES 250MT 15LB MONO 
£ 79 . 99 . AVAILABLE IN IHW OR RHW 

ENVOY TOURNAMENT ORBIT CT 

CENTRIFUGAL BRAKES 250MT 15LB MONO 
£ 79 . 99 . AVAILABLE IN IHW OR RHW 

ENVOY MAG CT 

MAGNETIC BRAKES 250MT 15LB MONO 
£ 59 . 99 . AVAILABLE IN IHW OR RHW 
ENVOY ORBIT CT 
CENTRIFUGAL BRAKES 250MT 15LB MONO 1 

£ 59 . 99 . 
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IMAX PRO CLOTHING 



Introducing a brand new concept for Imax waterproof clothing. 
The Imax protech waterproofs are made from a durable, 
lightweight material which is ideal for the active angler who a 
doesn’t want to overheat yet still wants to keep dry. 

100% WATERPROOF FLEXIBLE 
100% PU SHELL FABRIC BONDED WITH SOFT | 

100% POLYESTER TRICOT. 



Small 33-38’ Med 37-42’ Large 40-44’ 

X-Large 42-48’ XX-Large 46-52’ 

Smock RRP: £49.99 GP £44.99 
Bib & Brace RRP: £49.99 Our Price: £39.99 



IMAX THERMO BOAT JACKET 



•1 00 % Waterproof Pu lamination of 8,000mm. 

•5,000 MVP breathability , All seams taped, 140gm thermo 
insulation High collar protecting against wind and rain, 
Full waterproof Zip, 2 x Big box chest pockets , g 
Fleece lined hand warmer pockets. 

•Elasticated cuffs with velcro closure for a 
tight water proof fit. 

Small 33-38’ Med 37-42’ Large 40-44’ 

X-Large 42-48’ XX-Large 46-52’ 



RRP £79.99 

GP £49.99 



IMAX THERMO BIB & BRACE 



Finally a matching Bib & Brace for the 
impressive Imax Thermo Jacket and Smock. 
The Imax Thermo Bib & Brace follows on using 
the same high quality materials to ensure a 
long life span and extra warmth as the smocks 
making them the perfect addition to keep you 
warm and dry. 

Small 33-38’ Med 37-42’ Large 40-44’ 

X-Large 42-48’ XX-Large 46-52’ 



RRP £69.99 

GP £59.99 



IMAX COASTAL THERMO SMOCK 



•Durable polyester twill microfibre soft touch peach shell fabric. 
•1 00% waterproof with more than 8.000mm 
•Taped seams, Insulated withl 60g 100% Polyester filling for 
great Thermo warmth 

•Strong WP front zipper protected by a wind 
fillet, 1 big zipper front pocket 
•2 side WP zipper fleece lined hand warmer 
pockets. 

I Small 33-38’ Med 37-42’ Large 40-44’ 

X-Large 42-48’ XX-Large 46-52’ 



RRP £79.99 

GP £59.99 
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A high-end headlamp, the Led Lenser® XeO. This 
headlamp is fitted with two independently adjustable 
Led light cannons. 

Offering up to an unbelievable 2000 Lumen of lighting 
power in Boost mode. The Leds can also be individually 
focused. The light is optimally distributed at all times 
and tailored to your needs. 

2000 Lumen, up to 20 hours Burning Life ,300 meter 
Beam Distance 



USB CHARGING 
CABLE SUPPLIED 

I RRP £249.99 

GP £228.99 
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I H7R.2. Up to 300 lumen output on 
I Boost mode combined with 
I up to 60 hours burn time on 
I Low Power (20 lumens) 

I makes this a seriously 
I versatile hands-free lighting 
I companion for any environment. 

RRP £79.99 - O/P £54.99 

The H14R.2 takes hands-free lighting 
to a new dimension. A stunning 850 
lumens of light on Boost mode topped 
off with the environmental/cost benefits “ 
of a rechargeable power source ensures 
that the H14R.2 is a great all round lighting 
angling situation. A fantastic feature to this rechargeable torch is I 
if you are away for a power source with no way of charging the 
unit, you are able to use Alkaline AA batteries. 

RRP £139.99 -O/P £109.99 



ANYFISH ANYWHERE 6 & BAIT MK2 

Superb all round winter rods. Casts 4-8oz (6oz optimum), Fuji BNOG rings, 
Adjustable reel seat, Diamond wrap shrink tube, Available for Multi of Fixed Spool. 

13ft RRP £209.99 -GP £189.99 
14ft RRP £219.99 -GP £197.99 

ANYFISH ANYWHERE TOURNAMENT MATCH GRAN PRIX 13FT 10” 

A superb heavy duty winter cod rod. Ideal for stormy beaches, kelp and big 
surf. Length 1 3ft 1 0”, Casts 4-8oz, Fuji Alconites, Fuji sliding reel seat, 2 piece. 

RRP £399.99 - GP £359.99 

ANYFISH ANYWHERE MATCH PRO 13FT 7” NEW IN! 

Leaner lighter faster crisper its streets ahead of the rest and a must to any top 
match and club angler who needs distance on a beach. It is suited to clean and 
mixed open beach fishing and will cope with anything it chucks at it. 4-7oz, 

Fuji Alconites, sliding reel seat. 

RRP £429.99 -GP £399.99 



I Keep warm this winter with our best 
| selling suit! 

•100% waterproof (8000mn) 

• Thermal lining which will keep you warm 
in the coldest weather 
•Heavy duty zips 
•Hand warmer 
pockets 

•Deatchable hood 
with a peak 
I Sizes - Small 33- 
38’, Med 37-42’, 

I Large 42-44’, 

I X-Large 45-48’, 

XX-Large 49-54’ 

RRP £139.99 

GP £89.95 



www.gerrysfishing.com 
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Log on to the TSF website, wm v. 

totalseamagazine.com, for the chance to 
win some great prizes in our free-to-enter 
weekly competitions. Here’s what’s on offer, 
and when... 



December 1 7th 

SIDEWINDER CRUSADER SHADS 




Friday December 1 8th to Thursday 
December 24th 

FLADEN VERMZ 




Friday December 25th 
December 31st 

TRONIXPRO FIRETAILS 




Friday January 1 st to 

Thursday January 7th 

FLADEN LOADED RIG WALLET 




EDITOR'S 

WELCOME 



Do you have an 
opinion you want 
to share with 
the sea fishing 
community? E-mail 
pauLdennis@ 
dhpub.co.uk 



A s I write this we are 
only halfway through 
November and so 
far the weather has 
been unseasonably mild, with 
temperatures to 20°C in some parts 
of the UK earlier in the month - 
whats all that about? 

Perhaps it's not so surprising that 
the cod season has made a bit of a 
stuttering start. We need weather 
with a bit of bite to get cod, and 
whiting, hard on the feed. 

The signs are that a cold snap is 
coming but in between times we ve 
had a continuation of the winds 
that have been a consistent feature 
of 2015. 



that particular week that boats were 
able to get out. 

There was a fair swell running, 
which wasn't too problematic for the 
blonde rays that we had in mind, but 
it didn't look helpful for the plaice 
and turbot trips that were leaving 
port. I hope they caught. 

I know that it has been the same 
for hard-core shore anglers too - we 
seem to be having a real case of the 
should have been here yesterdays' 
on a lot of normally reliable marks. 

Just in case that predicted cold 
snap does come along, we have a 
handy gift for you for those early 
morning starts - or those late 
finishes! 



Taken as a whole, the weather 
has made planning anything 
around sea fishing very difficult. 

Charter skippers that I have 
spoken to have had a very 
frustrating time. No shortage of 
bookings, but a definite shortage of 
opportunities to get out. 

I managed to fulfil a very long- 
standing booking with Weymouth 
skipper Lyle Stantiford on what 
proved to be one of the few days 



Tight lines. 



acebook^ 
Giveaway 

Fancy winning a signed copy of this great book 
by Mike Thrussell? 

Visit our Facebook page to find out how. 




Our Total Sea 
Fishing ice scraper 
will save your bank 
cards and help clear 
your windscreen 
- and it’s in a nice 
bright, hard-to-lose 
colour. 



FIND US ON... 

r WIN EVEN MORE 
T GOODIES 

■ 19,757 likes 

Join the Total Sea Fishing’ Facebook page. Each month 
we will give away prizes, you can post your catch reports 
for all to see, and you can also make friends and chat 
away with 1 9,757 other fans worldwide. 

we’re on Twitter too! 

^ @TotalSea 
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06 SIGHT FISHING STYLE 

Steve Neely shares his sight fishing secrets. 

12 WORKING DAYS & 

FISHING NIGHTS 

Andy Webb shows how to cure those workday blues. 

18 ASCENSION DAYS 

Graeme Pullen reports from what is arguably the 
greatest shore venue in the world. 

24 A STICKY SITUATION 

Matt Crowe targets cod on the Suffolk clay beds. 

46 TSF ANSWERS 

Your sea fishing questions answered. 

52 TOTAL TACKLE 

TSF takes a close look at 10 superb shore fixed-spool 
reels. 



57 GEAR GOSSIP! 

We bring you some of the best and newest items in 
the tackle shops! 

62 ON TEST 

Paul Dennis tests the boast of Sidewinder’s Weedless 
Minnows: “Even takes on the drop were converted as 
the hook came out and did its job.” 

64 ILFRACOMBE FUN FISHING 

Wayne Thomas enjoys a great day out with all the 
family. 

68 HITTING THE HORIZON 

The long and the short of the latest casting results 
from the UK and Ireland. 

72 DOING IT THE HARD WAY 

Paul Dennis finds that Weymouth blondes can play 
hard to get. 



30 THE ACADEMY 

Increase your knowledge with the TSF Academy - packed with tips, tricks, skills and advice for ALL levels of 
sea anglers. 

30 Species Safari. . . How and where to catch this month’s four target species: coalfish, dabs, 

whiting and spurdogs. 

36 TSF Rigs... Ace skipper Tony Parry constructs an independent Pennel rig. 

40 Get Into Boat Fishing... Des Westmore gives top advice on ground fishing trips. 
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78 WIN! 

Two brilliant shore fixed-spool reels from Akios! 

80 KAYAK KORNER 

Simon Everett gets you ready for kayak competitions. 

82 BOAT TEST 

TSF checks out the Excel Vantage 420. 

86 REVVED UP 

Simon Everett rates the Mariner 75hp. 

89 THE ANGLING TRUST SAYS 

David Mitchell, the marine environmental campaigns 
manager for the Angling Trust, talks of the benefits of 
banning scallop dredging. 

94 CATCH SCENE 

The month’s best catches landed by YOU. 

98 SKIPPER’S SPOTLIGHT 

Predator skipper Hamish Currie, from Redbay, 
Northern Ireland. 
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SHORE FISHING #luretactics 




Steve Neely gives some top tips on 
how to get up close and personal when 

lure fishing. 



T he concept of sight fishing 
may seem like a scenario 
where you would normally 
encounter wading a shallow, 
salt flat in search of bonehsh, but it is 
surprising how, over the course of a 
fishing season, you will be presented 
with a few opportunities where this 
technique is actually possible here in 
the UK and Ireland. 

To strip it back to basics, sight 
fishing is a style of angling whereby 
we target or select a specific fish and 
then present a lure or fly in the hope 
of teasing it into a strike. Granted this 
style of fishing isn’t always possible 
due to the weather, fish behaviour 
and the location, but in some places 
around the coast there are certainly 
opportunities for anglers to capitalise 
on some visual action. 

For me, sight fishing is all about 
the thrill of the chase and having 
the ability to actually see the fish 
unaware of your presence, deploying 
tactics in an attempt to fool the fish 
with a lure choice and, finally, the 
anticipation of watching and getting 
ready to react if you are lucky enough 
to induce a take. 

Conditions For Sight Fishing 

Like most kinds of angling the 



weather plays a huge role in the act of 
sight fishing. Firstly, it will dictate if 
the fish can be seen. While we associate 
sight fishing abroad with bright blue 
skies and sunny days, this is rarely the 
case here at home, and even when we 
do get those textbook summer days, the 
fish aren’t usually in the mood to play 
ball. Wind can also hinder the ability to 
spot fish because a strong breeze will 
ripple the surface of the water, often 
making it impossible to see them. 

The ideal conditions for sight fishing 
are dull, overcast days, but of course 
anglers are never easily pleased when 
it comes to the weather and this is 
no different - if the day is too dark 
or overcast it can also make spotting 
the fish tricky, especially against dark 
backgrounds like weed or rocks. 

The weather will, of course, also 
dictate where the fish sit in the water 
column and this can make or break 
the opportunity to sight fish. So, for 
example, if the water temperatures 
are low, the fish will more likely stick 
tight to the bottom, which can, but not 
always, make them difficult to spot. 
Likewise, if the water is a little warmer 
and the fish are active, they are more 
likely to be on the move and hunting for 
food, which should make them more 
visible. 
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#luretactic SHORE FISHING 




Essential Kit 

So now we have covered what 
conditions will make or break the whole 
experience, it’s time to take a look at 
what bits of kit will make a sight fishing 
scenario a lot easier. 

The obvious requirement in the whole 
process is the ability to actually spot 
and locate the fish, and for this a pair of 
polarising sunglasses is essential. 

Polarising sunglasses primarily cut 
the glare from the waters surface, 
which makes it a lot easier to pick out 
detail under the surface like rocks, 
weed and, of course, fish. They will also 
help your eyes relax. Once you put on 
a pair of polarising sunglasses you will 
instantly feel your eyes less strained and 
this makes the entire fishing experience 
more enjoyable. 

The glasses I use are Costa 
Del Mar. Originating from 



Florida, these are world renowned in 
all aspects of sport fishing for their 
superior lens quality. While some 
people may deem them a little pricey, 
I see it an investment because I wear 
them pretty much every time I go out, 
and with a lifetime guarantee I think 
it is worth spending that little extra. 
Granted, there are plenty of other 
options on the market but I want to 
talk a little about some of the lens 
choices and how these can benefit 
an angler, not just in a sight fishing 
scenario but when fishing in general. 

Blue mirror/grey lens - These 
offer a superior contrast and colour 
range in full sun or extremely bright 
conditions and are perfect for fishing 
open water. I use this style of lens 
mostly when fishing in the middle 
of summer or when I get afloat in a 
kayak or boat. -*• 



January 2016 



07 






SHORE FISHING Muretactics 



Green mirror/copper lens - This is 
perhaps the best option for UK and Irish 
shore fishing because it offers the best 
balance of contrast and clarity during 
typical weather. They are specifically 
designed for fishing inshore, flats, rivers 
and streams and 111 often use these 
through the bulk of my season. 

Sunrise/amber lens - This is an 
extremely specialist lens that is really 
designed to be used only in low light. 
They are designed to give high contrast 
and maximise any light transmission, 
making them ideal for fishing at dawn 
or dusk - or in predator fishing terms, 
the best times of the day! 

With all the modern kit in the world 
to help us see the fish we still have to 
ensure one fundamental thing - that the 
fish cant see us! 

With the best will in the world, we will 
never be able to completely camouflage 
ourselves from them but there are a few 
things we can do to help blend in with 
our surroundings. 

Now before I start, I don’t always try 
and be action man when I am fishing; 

I do own and have some brightly 
coloured jackets and hats and so on 
which I like wearing during my 'normal’ 
sessions, but when sight fishing I tone 
things down. 

Think about your surroundings and 
what sort of contrast your silhouette 
will create from the fish’s perspective. 
This will help determine the shades 
and colours of your clothing - I don’t 
advocate full camou, but some thought 
to make yourself a little subtle doesn’t 
go amiss. Think about natural colours - 
a stony grey, brown or green will often 
do the trick. 

Also you may want to think about 
breaking up your silhouette by 
ensuring your profile doesn’t stick out, 
so use things like rocks or banks to 
interrupt your shape. Keeping noise 
to a minimum is critical, so pick your 
steps and avoid jumping or splashing in 
the water. When wading, move slowly 
and methodically to avoid any sudden 
movements. The same when you’re 
fishing - keep erratic or jerky moves to a 
minimum because these will startle and 
spook fish. If fishing with a friend, keep 
chat to a minimum; it will surprise you 
how far sound travels underwater. 

Lure Presentation 

So now you can see the fish and the fish 
can’t see you, it’s time to think about 
how to present a lure to your target in 
a way that will trigger a strike yet not 
spook the fish. This takes a thought 
because there is little point stalking and 
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Muretactic SHORE FISHING 





Sight Fishing Highlights 

Here are a two examples of my most 
memorable sight fishing scenarios from 
the past few seasons - one planned 
and the other completely spontaneous. 
Either way, it will give you a flavour for 
what is possible. 

Teasing Top Water 

Two seasons ago we had an 
astoundingly hot summer on the south 
coast of Ireland where I had pencilled 
in a few days' bass fishing during July. 
The fishing on the whole was pretty 
tough given the calm, clear weather, 
but we persevered and after catching up 
with some fellow angling buddies we 
heard of some active fish that had been 
feeding readily on surface bait. The plan 
was soon hatched to go stalking these 
silver bars - flats style! 

The gear was pretty simple. We had 
the standard bass plugging rods with 
us and the lure choice was a selection 
of small 90mm surface plugs; some 
designed to pop, others to slide and 
zigzag, allowing us to change to suit the 
mood of the fish. 

We set out across the beach before 
starting to wade out to the hunting 
grounds. The sun was high in the sky, 
we had an air temperature of around 
27°C and a water temperature of over 
16°C! The bottom was predominantly 
sandy, which made spotting the fish 
a little easier. It wasn't long before I 
spotted a small school of bass patrolling 
some structure in their quest for food.** 



January 2016 



selecting your fish to then blow your 
chance with a poorly presented lure. 

All the usual rules apply here for 
lure selection - colour, size, profile 
and weight all play a part, so think 
about what the fish eat and how you 
would normally target the species on 
the chosen mark and work along the 
same lines. As a general rule, I tend to 
fish lighter weights when sight fishing 
abecause I don't like a large splash 
that will disturb the fish and I also find 
that a more delicate presentation often 
produces better results. 

Once you have selected your lure the 
next thing you have to do is make the 
cast - you may be lucky enough to get 
several chances at this, but quite often, 
if you stuff it up and spook the fish the 
opportunity is gone, so make it count. 
The key is to cast close enough so the 
fish will see the lure easily but not too 
close that it lands on top of the intended 
target and scares it. 

A lot will depend on the mood of the 
fish and the conditions - you will soon 
be able to gauge the fishes' frame of 
mind by observing their movements. 
This will give you a better indication of 
how to present the lure. 
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A delicate presentation 
is often the name of 
the game. 
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We kept our distance and slowly kept 
pace with the fish as they moved across 
the bay, always watching to see if they 
stepped up into killing mode. Then they 
started to energise and began to pick off 
stray sandeels that had been separated 
from their shoal. 

I picked out a fish that was about 
50 yards away and starting to cruise 
from left to right. I cast out my 90mm 
top-water plug, which had a semi- 
transparent belly with a little flash, and 
began to work it across the path of the 
bass. 

I had barely managed to gain contact 
and start my retrieve when the bass 
began to home in on my lure. I kept my 
cool and began to methodically twitch it 
back in a zigzag fashion. The bass made 
three slashing moves at my lure before 
finally nailing it on the fourth attempt. 

It wasn’t a big fish but it was just 
awesome in these almost tropical, flats- 
like conditions. It was a world away 
from any bass fishing I had done before, 



eventually turned its attention to my 
soft bait. For a second I was staring in 
disbelief but the fish didn’t allow me to 
daydream for much longer as it crashed 
into the lure and headed for the ledge 
below. 

Following a short and rather chaotic 
fight we landed what is possibly the 
nicest looking wrasse I have caught 
to date. It had a dark cherry hue to its 
back with a vibrant red body and lovely 
bright blue, almost white spots all over 
the flanks. It looked like something that 
belonged on a reef in the Indian Ocean! 

When The Opportunity Presents 
Itself, Grab It! 

Granted, it won’t always be possible to 
sight fish but when the occasion does 
arise I urge you to give it a go - you 
will not be disappointed. Maybe it’s 
the thrill of the chase, watching the 
fish behave in its natural environment, 
unaware of your presence, or simply 
because it presents one of the ultimate 
challenges in terms of preparation 
and presentation, but those fortunate 
enough to capitalise on these events will 
be rewarded for their efforts. 

Keep this in mind the next time you 
are out - sight fishing opportunities 
crop up more often than expected. 

Head out with your eyes open, your 
wits about you and always be ready for 
that moment, for when it does come, it 
could produce a memorable capture for 
any angler! SB 



where usually we look for life in the 
water on overcast days, yet this was the 
complete opposite - it was more akin to 
bone fishing a flat in Cuba! 



Pitching At Pigs 

There are fewer things in fishing cooler 
than watching wrasse marauding over 
an area on the flooding tide as they 
search for gobies, blennies and all 
manner of crustaceans. They move 
in over insanely shallow water like 
mini giant trevally, ready to flex their 
muscles and show the residents who is 
boss. 

During time I spent in the Channel 
Islands I was fortunate enough to 
witness this several times in the crystal- 
clear shallows that surrounded most of 
the islands. 

On one occasion we had been fishing 
the last few hours of the dropping 
tide and decided to sit up on the rocks 
and take a break as the tide turned 
and began to push. As we sat there 
gossiping, I could see a bright red 
wrasse mooch around and over the 
boulders at our feet. I had to stop and 
look again - there was no mistaking 
this was a wrasse but it looked like the 
colour of a post box from above as the 
sun pounded down. 

I gingerly reached for the rod, 
unclipped my lure and carefully pitched 
it on top of the boulder. The wrasse 
kept patrolling around and after a 
few twitches and flicks of the lure it 
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Featuring the new FR (Fish Reactive) Tip Technology allowing the angler to 
see the most sensitive of bites without compromising casting performance, 



3 separate actions and casting weights to cover everything from clean ground to the real rough 
stuff and being available in Multiplier and Fixed spool versions, and offering parallel Japanese shrink 
wrapped butt sections fitted with a sliding, locking reel seat finished throughout with Pac Bay 
Minima guides and also featuring Japanese shrink wrapped sections on the spigot joints to aid in 
pack down. These rods punch well above their price tag as well as punching baits to the horizon! 



FR Match Tip 13’8” 3.5-6oz2pc 
FR Match Plus 13’8” 4-7oz2pc 
FR Match Extreme 13’8” 5-8oz 2pc 

from £149.99 



'Q) 




MORE DISTANCE - LIGHTNING BITE INDICATION - NO COMPROMISE 
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Andy Webb cures 
the workday blues 
with a couple of 
evening sessions. 



A fter being overrun with work 
from my 9 'til 5 job as a 
bricklayer for the past few 
months, I thought it was time 
for some well-earned R&R. Not rest and 
relaxation - rocks and rays! 

I knew of a few places on the south 
Devon coastline where I could target a 
ray or two and set things in motion. 

So on the Wednesday afternoon my 
partner in crime for the trip, Lee Bridle, 
a past fanatical carp angler who has 
recently turned his head towards the 
saltwater side of things, and I set off in 
the hope of picking up a spotted ray or 
two. 

It was around 5pm, with a high water 
around 5.30pm making it an ideal time 
to fish the tide down to low water. 

After a half-hour drive we reached 
the parking area for the venue and 
following a bit of a hike we finally set 
foot upon the rocks and got ready to 
send some baits out. 

The sea was flat, and with a mild 
northeasterly wind of around four to 
five mph, we would be pretty much in 
comfort weatherwise for the evening 
ahead. We set the tripods up then 
started putting the rods together. I had 
brought my Zziplex HST Dynamics, 
which were perfect for the job. I linked 
them up with a pair of magged Penn 
Fathom 15 multipliers, which were 
both loaded with 1 81b Ultima Distance 
line main line and an 801b Power Flex 
shockleader. 

Lee had chosen to bring a pair of 
Century Tip Tornado Sports, matched 
up with a pair of Penn Surf Master fixed 
spools. 

We were both using pulley drop-down 



rigs, which were made up with Gemini 
components and finished off with a pair 
of 5/0 Cox & Rawle Uptide Extras - a 
quality hook that stands up to the job. 
Baitwise, I had three packs of Devon 
Baits XL sandeels, which would be all 
I needed for the trip. However, Lee had 
chosen to use the same but with an 
added strip of squid, which he likes to 
use. 

I have always found with ray fishing 
on this coastline, that by keeping things 
simple and more natural to the fish, I 
seem to have a better end result, so I 
was interested to see how Lee would 
fare. 

To the left of where we were fishing 
was a large rock pool, which was filled 
with water around four feet deep. 
Behind it there is a cliffside that the 
local climbing school use from time to 
time for free-climbing exercise. 

For the previous few weeks Lee and 
I had been attending a local rock- 
climbing school in Buckfastleigh, to 
gain more knowledge and skills with 
abseiling and rock climbing. Some of 
the venues we fish are down very steep 
descents and if you were to fall could 
be life threatening. Safety is always a 
big part of what we do when fishing, 
and after a few sessions we both walked 
away a bit more skilled. 

I said to Lee: “That's the rock side 
they use for free climbing. It's ideal 
because if you were to fall the water 
below would protect your landing, so 
it's pretty much safe." 

Lee replied: “You go first and have a 
go, Til go after!" 

So I set the drag and ratchet of my 
reels and made my way over to the 
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Lee Bridle somehow managed to 
winkle out a pout from an area that 
seemed to be carpeted with dogfish. 




Andy Webb had the 
top specimen with 
this nice thornback. 



right-hand side of the rock face. There’s 
a bit of a sloping rock that can be tricky 
to get across, but with my studded 
Rockhopper boots on I thought I’d step 
across fine. With both feet on the rock I 
went to take another step and started to 
slip. Before I knew it I was in the sink 
up to my waist. 

Lee was crying with laughter as I 
made my way out - not the best start 
when fishing into the night. Luckily I 
had brought my floatation suit bottoms. 

We sat drinking coffee, laughing at 
my unscheduled dip, and as darkness 
was beginning to approach I hit into 
the first fish of the trip, a lesser-spotted 
dogfish around the 21b mark, which was 
slowly followed by another doggie to 
Lee’s rod. 

Things started to go a bit, with all 
four rods going at once as the dog pack 
fell upon our baits. With the tide ebbing 
away, a small rock outcrop uncovered, 
which I like to get out on because it 
gives me plenty of room to really build 
a cast up. 

After a rebait and an almighty 
pendulum cast that saw my reel get very 
short of line, I set the rod on the tripod 
and sat back and waited. Moments later 
my rod tips on the right-hand side of my 
tripod started to show nice signs of a 
'Raymond’ as my rod tip started to bend 
over. I picked up my rod and waited 
for the pull-down action of a classic ray 
bite. Within seconds I lifted into the fish 
to set the hooks then started to pump it 
to the surface. Lee made his way down 
to the bottom of the rock outcrop and 
awaited the sight of the fish. It was 
staying deep all the way in, which gave 
me the thought of a good fish because 
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normally a half-decent ray will stay 
deep. As it approached the rock platform 
I started to use my rod to lift the fish to 
the surface. Seconds later a fine spotted 
ray around the 51b mark came gliding 
across the surface. Lee bent down 
and lifted the ray out of the water and 
passed it to me. I quickly unhooked 
it and placed it in a rock pool while I 
fetched the scales. It took them down to 
41b 12oz. A fine specimen spotted, which 
made the trip all the more worthwhile. 

I then walked down to the water’s 
edge and placed the ray down to 
the surface and watched it swim 
away, gliding across the surface then 
disappearing into the depths of the sea. 

I always find this a magical moment and 



it’s a part of ray fishing that I love. 

I quickly clipped on a ready-baited 
rig and blasted it out to the horizon 
once again in the hope that another ray 
would be about to take advantage. 

Sadly, after a few more hours we 
were only rewarded with a few more 
dogs and a half-decent pouting for Mr 
Bridle. At around midnight we called 
it a day and made our way back to our 
beds for a well-earned night’s sleep. 

The following day I was feeling 
another session coming on but Lee was 
still tired from the previous night. 

After a short call to my 360 video 
cameraman, Karl Monk, we arranged 
to head back to the venue 
hoping for a repeat of 
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This cracking spotted ray 
was a prize catch for Andy. 



the night before. Karl and Lee had both 
never caught a ray from the shore so I 
was hopeful that Karl might at last get 
one. Also joining us on the trip was my 
good friend Gavin Lee, who was very 
excited. 

We all got to the mark around 6pm 
and fished an hour of the incoming. 
Things started off very slowly with only 
one pollack, which took Gavin’s sandeel. 
Then as the tide started to turn and 
drop away the fishing came on, with 
me landing small strap congers and a 
dogfish. Then Karl managed to pull out 
another small strap, making it 4 -1 -1 to 
me. Every time Gavin and I get together 
it turns out to be a bit of a competition! 

After a few hours, and with the time 
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approaching 10pm, Gavin decided he 
needed his slippers and bed and started 
to pack up to make his way back to the 
car. I tried to warn him that prime time 
was coming as the tide approached two 
hours either side of low water, but he 
didn’t agree. 

Around 1 5 minutes later, as we 
watched Gavin’s headtorch light the 
way up through the woods, I turned 
to see my rod tip as it arched over and 
nearly lifted out of the tripod. I quickly 
jumped to my rod and lifted up into the 
fish, but it wasn’t having any of it as I 
tried lifting it from the sea bed. After a 
little pumping it made its way up off the 
bottom but stayed deep. A few moments 
later Karl and I had our headlights 
aimed out to sea in the direction on 
my main line, and as the water surface 
opened with the sight of lots of sea 
weed, spotted a fine thornback of 
around 81b to 91b. Karl lifted the fish 
out of the water and unhooked it and 
placed it into the rock pool as I made 
my way to my tackle box, only to realise 
I had left my scales at home. 

Never mind, after a couple of quick 
snaps with the camera, I lifted the fish 
down to swim away. 

Both glowing with the sign of fish we 
headed back to our rods and started to 
put on fresh baits. Things started to go 
very slow as we sat awaiting some rod- 
tip action, and as the 
time approached 



midnight I said to Karl: “Let’s make it 
last cast then,” and we sent the baits out 
for the final time. 

As we sat chatting we were disturbed 
by the sound of Karl’s rachet, which 
went screaming off. 

“That sounds half decent,” I said. 

“It should be, it’s an 8/0 hook and a 
mackerel flapper!” he replied. 

Karl’s Conoflex SLR was doubling 
over as he wound like a madman 
gaining line, with me standing by the 
water’s edge awaiting the sign of a fish. 
Breaking through the surface, I could 
see a conger eel well into double figures 
spinning through the water. I landed 
it by lifting the trace line with my left 
hand and taking the weight of the 
eel with my right as I lifted it 
out of the water and up onto 
the rocks. Sadly we had no 
scales for Karl to weigh 
his fish, but it was a sure 
personal best for ‘The - 

After a few shots we 
returned the fish then started 
to pack up and make our way 
back to the car and home to our ry 
beds, reflecting that it’s days like , ^ 
these that keep you coming 
back for more. 




Sand le Mere 

HOLIDAY VILLAGE 



Date: Friday, 04/03/16 From: 10.00 - 14.00 
Where: Hornsea Beach Errtiy: £7 (all classes) 

Available on the day from 07.00 at EOBC Office, 
Hornsea Floral Hall, Esplanade , Hornsea, 

East Yorkshire, HU18 1NQ 



Official Travel Partner 

P&OVa Ferries 



Supported by: 

EAST RIDING 



The EOBC in East Yorkshire 
is the largest three-day 
beach fishing festival in 
the world. It attracts shore 
angling enthusiasts from 
across the UK and Europe, 
offering a huge prize fund 
of up to £35,000 ! 



Accommodation 



Great value accommodation is available on 
site at Sand le Mere Holiday Village. To book, 
please contact them directly on 01964 670 403. 



Tickets 



‘Both day’ purchases include free prize-draw entry 



Early: Register at www.eyevents.co.uk before 25/02/2016 
£20 per person, per day / £30 for both 



plus - ©O flattie bdSh (measure and return) 



Join us each evening! 

We return to our competition HQ at 
Sand le Mere Holiday Village 



• Great central location 

• Fantastic bar and restaurant 

• Full entertainment programme 



_ _i^ Obtainable from: EOBC Office, Sand le Mere 

me May. Holiday Village, TunstaliHU120JF 

£25 per person, per day / £35 for both 




evevents 

Events ft Conferences in East Yorkshire 





thepaulroggemaneuropeanopenbeachchampionship / 




Visit the European Open Beach event page at 
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Event Info: Will Hail Tel: 01482 391669 .'-ma info@eyevents.co.uk 
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A tiny volcanic island located 
just below the equator in 
the centre of the Atlantic 
is said to be the third most 
remote place on the planet. Born in an 
explosive part of earth’s early history 
it still looks like the view from a Mars 
landing craft. Virtually nothing is there, 
except the golf-ball-style radar dishes 
- one looks like a gigantic bowling pin 
- and a network of monster aerials in 
the north that is a BBC relay station. 
Inland, along dusty roads the occasional 
group of donkeys stands nonchalantly 
on your path, long ears flip-flopping 
in the ever-present breeze. For this is 
trade wind country, where the air never 
stops moving; the engine that powered 
the canvas sails of wooden galleons 
carrying them from West Africa to the 
Caribbean and beyond. 

This is Ascension Island. 

Basically it’s a military base, bristling 
with listening equipment, rocket- 
tracking facilities, and jagged lava 
flows that reach right down into the 
sea. Standing sentinel over the whole 
setup is Green Mountain, head often 
shrouded in damp mist that ensures at 
least some greenery can survive. If you 
are a geologist you would think you are 
in paradise. If you are a shore angler, 
one look at the occupants of the blue- 
green water confirms that you know you 
are. 

Supposedly protected by a 200-mile 
exclusion zone, this tiny rock in the 
centre of the Southern Atlantic has 
fishing like no other. Arid, dry, swept by 
a prevailing sea breeze that can range 
from 10 to the occasional 30 knots and 
with no fresh water other than from 



the desalination plant there would be 
no good reason for any human being to 
live there. 

“There are no hurricanes here,” said 
our contact. “And we never get storms.” 
Sounds like Shangri-la for water lovers, 
and as long as you realise that eateries 
are extremely limited, the flight there 
(from the UK base at Brize Norton) is 
just under £1,000 on its own, and that 
most shore marks require extreme care, 
you begin to see why this is certainly 
NOT the place to start bringing large 
groups of anglers. 

Looking at the landscape it is not 
difficult to learn that the areas known 
as the Weather Post and Devil’s 
Cauldron last erupted about 60,000 
years ago. South of the fracture zone, 
resting near the main Atlantic Ridge, 
the island is much like an iceberg. 

What you see as volcano mounds on 
the surface is a fraction of its actual 
size, which in such deep water actually 
has a base diameter of a staggering 
60 kilometres. The last recorded 
eruption I could find was just 
700 years ago, which is why 
so much of the geology 
looks so new. 

So where to start 
with an explanation 
of the shore fishing? 

Well, the main 
reason it is so 
prolific is not just 
the alleged exclusion 
zone, but the proximity of all 
that deep water. The island, rising as 
it does from such depth, must appear 
like an oasis to migrating fish. Some 
liked it so much it appears they stayed.-^ 



Globetrotting Graeme Pullen reports from 
one of the world’s most remote big-game 
destinations - a place where you can catch 
sailfish . . . from the shore! 
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The main diet of many of the patrolling 
predators would be scad. In springtime 
it is supposed to be the 'scad run when 
vast shoals of these baithsh are moving 
close to shore. Recent years have seen 
the scad run fluctuate wildly, with main 
pushes of the species coming past in 
July and August. 

Once they do arrive, the predators 
drive and harass them into bays and 
beaches, gorging themselves in the 
process. The seabirds are the indicator 
of baithsh activity, and even out of 
season the shore angler that watches 
and waits for the birds will be the 
one who expends the least energy but 
returns with the greatest catches. 

Some of the locals finish their 
daytime work and take a drive past the 
main fishing spots to see how the bird 
activity is. If they are swooping in close 
the predators will be there and the rods 
come out. 

And the fishery breakdown? There 
are beaches of pure white sand with 
clear green water tumbling in, or there 







IF YOU USE FINE-WIRE HOOKS THE TRIGGERFISH CAN 
POLISH THEM OFF AS WELL, SOMETIMES SNIPPING 
THEM CLEAN IN HALF. 



are the rocky outcrops, a nightmare 
of sharp volcanic cake that you simply 
cannot afford to trip on. Its like falling 
on a base of razor blades and barbed 
wire. Under no circumstances wear 
flip-flops. Heavy-duty boots or strong- 
soled trainers and a pair of gloves are 
common sense - expect to cut the boots 
to ribbons in a week. 

The beaches, while looking like 
something out of a travel magazine, 
hold a hidden danger. Swimming is not 
advised because due to oceanic surges 
the undertow can be fierce. Some have 
deep water close in, and the steep bank 
of sand tells you that these swells can 
sweep right up over the beach. If you 
take your shoes off make sure you put 



plenty of suncream on the top of your 
feet... I speak from experience. As 
for species, the inshore waters, both 
beach and rock, absolutely teem with 
triggerhsh, or blackhsh as the locals call 
them. They fall on anything that enters 
the water and devour it like black-clad 
piranhas. 

Fishing with bait is impossible 
because they strip it in seconds. If you 
use fine-wire hooks they can polish 
those off as well, sometimes snipping 
them clean in half. As for rubber lures, 
well they go the same way as the bait. 

It doesn’t matter to them that the lure 
has no scent. It’s soft, so they shred 
rubber or plastic in a minute. One lure, 
fished slowly, lasted me just one cast. 



So it’s a case of heavy metal jigs, or 
wedges’ as they are called, or surface 
popping lures. Having seen the reaction 
of a wide variety of species to the lures 
we took, it is clear that a splashing 
surface popper plug attracts the most 
follows. I can only assume it has the 
same vibration and visual splashes as 
a baithsh, scad or otherwise, trying to 
leap clear of the water. 

Then there are what I call reef 
species. These would be the greater 
amberjack, maybe running up to 601b - 
yes, 601b - and the almaco jack, a close 
relative, slightly smaller but averaging 
close to double figures and great takers 
of the surface popping lures. There’s 
also the world famous blackjack, 
growing to well over 251b, and prolific 
around the island, making them your 
number-one rod bender. They are a 
species that seem to like living in a sub- 
tropical band running either side of the 
equator, and research shows they seem 
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to thrive around remote rocky islands 
where a reef system lies. Ascension 
certainly has that. These three species 
would be the year-round target of any 
shore lure fisherman. 

But then there’s the deep water that 
comes in close to a couple of spots on 
the island. One in the east drops away 
barely two football pitches from the 
land mass to... wait for it... 400 feet! 
That means blue water comes right up 
to your feet, and that means pelagic 
ocean gamesters. Monster yellowfm 
tuna, rainbow runners, and I even spoke 
to one local who had hooked and fought 
a sailhsh from one of the marks. Quite 
honestly, there would be no reason why 
a blue marlin doesn’t cruise past there, 
although I fear the hook-up would be 
considerably one-sided. 

Whichever venue you choose - 
pristine white surf beach or rugged 
volcanic rock - you could hook into 
anything. I was fishing one such 



overspill from a lava flow that had 
gouted magma into the ocean. One of 
the popper lures was inhaled by a 1 51b 
amberjack, and in my excitement I 
switched our Totally Awesome camera 
to off instead of on. But it got worse 
because during the scrap several other 
amberjacks were racing around, trying 
to grab the huge popper hanging out 
of the fish’s mouth. We both saw one 
of those big AJs right by our feet and 
put a conservative estimate of 501b on 
it. Another English angler was popping 
away on a pinnacle of rock and he had 
been the previous record holder of the 
island’s heaviest shore-caught yellowfm 
tuna. That record was subsequently 
broken. I don’t know how I’m going 
to break it to you but the fish they 
are landing from the rocks are well in 
excess of... 2001b! Lying in the rock 
pool while I filmed was a 401b AJ, 
already destined for the barbecue... 
but the angler really wanted a 2801b 
yellowfm. 

Now to even stand the merest chance 
of staying attached to some of these 
leviathans you 
need pretty tough 
tackle. I’m not 
mentioning 
brands, 
suffice it 
to say the 
spinning 
reels cost in-» 



Graeme Pullen got this enormous rainbow 
runner after getting a tip-off from a 
skipper that the birds were working on a 
beach near town. It was on his first cast 
(and returned after filming). 
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Graeme with a huge blackjack 
taken off the beach. When the birds 
are working it’s not unusual to hit a 
dozen big fish in the one session. 



It doesn’t matter if you fish the 
beaches or the volcanic rocks, the 
predators will still chase the scad 
within shore casting range. 



excess of £1,000 and have a drag system 
that would lift a small child. 

The fishing technique is repetitively 
simple. Cast out a huge popper or steel 
wedge and crank back like crazy. When 
you have done that, just repeat all day, 
for as many times as your tortured arms 
and shoulders can take. The cast you 
don’t make is the moment a 2001b tuna 
swims right past the front of that rock. 

For a good deal of the time you will 
get surface impacts behind the lure and 
they fail to hook up. If on the beach 
you will be in the wash of the surf and 
get no more action out of the lure. 

But from the rocks, where the water is 
deeper, you will get them snarling and 
snapping right at the rock base. If you 
keep dabbling the lure from side to side 
it can often induce a take, as I believe 
the predators think it is a scad trying to 
fling itself up on the rocks. We caught 
many double-figure blackjack and 
almaco jacks doing just this. 

While watching slow-motion replays 
of the lure coming across the surface 
I noticed that only the rear was in 
the water. The front scoop face of the 
popper was largely inactive, so for that 
reason set a big, strong single hook at 
the rear of the popper. If you wind one 
of the metal wedges back ensure you 
keep the rod high, because with a high- 
speed retrieve you will get it to skip 
along the surface. Then as it nears the 
shoreline gradually lower the rod and 
wind the final yards in fits and starts to 
make the lure action erratic. 

Your reel drag should be really firm, 




and the line usually used is 1001b braid. 
I used 401b Sidewinder braid, which 
was all I had, and it worked okay, but 
then I wasn’t hooking enormous tuna. 
Swivels need to be about 3/0 size. 

For leaders, many use 801b mono, or 
fluorocarbon, but we also hooked fish 
using 1501b mono. If they are in a 
feeding mode they seem to take it. 

You might want to crush the barbs 
of your hooks with a pair of pliers. 

It makes setting the hook easier and 
unhooking far quicker. We put every 
single shore fish we caught back, except 
a couple of 251b to 401b tuna. These 
were eaten at the hotel and made a 
contrast to a dorado I had taken a day 
earlier from the boat. The amberjacks, 
almaco jacks and blackjacks we 
returned. I even put back a rainbow 
runner taken from the beach that 
touched double figures. 

Obviously there must still be many 
places left in the world with this 
standard of shore fishing, but I cannot 
think of a place where you can hook 
into a 2501b yellowfm tuna casting 20 
yards out from the rocks. 

A comment from the 
English tuna 
angler 
still 



sticks in my mind. “The tuna made 
an enormous run under full drag,” 
he said. “I just couldn’t get a turn 
on the handle.” His reel cost more 
than £1,000, and remember he has 
had many giant tuna before. “It just 
kept going and eventually cut me off 
somewhere round there...” He pointed 
to the next headland, about 400 yards 
away. Compared to our UK shore fish 
that barely pull drag on the reel, his 
comment of “round 
there” just seems 
to encapsulate the 
fabulous shore 
fishing on this tiny 
Atlantic island. It 
certainly was a 
world-class shore 
fishing venue. 35 
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Matt Crowe gets stuck in on a session on 
the Suffolk clay beds. 



T he east coast of England is full ideas of venues were thrown into the 
of hidden fishing spots, those mix until I received a message saying: 
quiet areas to fish that when we “We could go to a little spot I used to 
go to fish them we know that fish with my dad a lot. I haven't fished 

99 per cent of the time there will not be it for about six years but I reckon it will 

another headtorch or fishing shelter in produce the goods." 
sight. These spots have normally been I jumped at the chance once I found 

passed down through the generations out more about the venue. It was going 
from father to son, keeping the family to be Bawdsey on the Suffolk coast, but 
fishing these unspoilt gems for many rather than fish near the manor house 

years. Luckily for me, one of my we were going to walk right round and 

fishing buddies, Will Lynch, was about go under the cliffs, fishing onto the 
to share such a place and I was not extremely sticky and rough clay beds 

disappointed. that stretch out from the shoreline. 

While trying to organise our next These clay beds are made from millions 

fishing trip out, lots of messages flew of years' worth of plant and fossil 

between Will and me. Some different remains and they attract a lot of animal -► 
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life, being the perfect area for small fish 
and crustaceans to live, and therefore 
providing the perfect feeding ground for 
larger fish. 

It was a dank, dark, miserable day 
that we decided to fish. Low tide was 
7.30pm so the plan we hatched was to 
arrive at low and fish it up until we were 
forced off the beach and back up the 
cliffs by the incoming tide. 

Upon arrival, we unloaded the tackle 
and walked for quite a distance along 
the cliff tops until we found a safe place 
to clamber down onto the beach below. 
After doing a great impersonation of a 
couple of Mongolian mountain goats, 
we jumped down on to the shingle and 
my headtorch swept across this new 
area that I was going to be fishing. The 
tide was bang on low and the waters 
edge was approximately 100 yards from 
the base of the cliff. 

In front of me was around 30 yards 
of shingle, nothing uncommon there, 
but this suddenly ended and gave way 
to an extraterrestrial-looking landscape 
of deep gulleys and lumps and bumps 
cut out of the clay, which stretched 
right out into the sea. Straightaway I 
could tell this would have to be fished 
with rough-ground rigs, so I started to 
arrange my gear and prepare for the 
next few hours’ fishing. 

I decided to fish one rod using pulley 
rigs consisting of 701b rig body to a 
201b snood and a Pennell arrangement 



of hooks consisting of a 2/0 circle at 
the top and a 4/0 at the bottom. These 
rigs were paired up with a lead lift just 
above the weight to get the lead up and 
away from the snags when retrieving, 
avoiding all the gulleys and lumps 
of rock that the clay contained and 
hopefully getting the rigs back intact. 
Baits were various cocktails of fresh 



black lug, fresh peeler crab and frozen 
dirty squid. 

My rod was quickly set up and first 
cast I opted for a lug-and-fresh-crab 
cocktail. To cast out I had to make my 
way over the clay bed, trying to avoid 
slipping over and falling into one of 
the water-filled gulleys that littered 
the route to the waters edge. Looking 
down, it was apparent how much of a 
food-rich area this was, with small crabs 
scurrying over the clay, going about 
their business, completely unaware that 



the tide was about to flood, hopefully 
bringing with it cod, bass and other 
species of hungry fish looking to dine 
out on this veritable banquet. 

The waves were breaking at around 
90 yards out, signalling that was where 
the clay started to deepen off and where 
I would prefer my cast to land past. 

This should be where the fish would be 



holding at low tide, waiting for the flood 
to cover the clay so that they could get 
on it and feed. 

My first baited trace sailed out past 
the last breaker and I made my way 
back over to my tripod. Settling my rod 
in the rest I looked over to see that Will 
had also started on one rod but was 
opting for squid and black wraps as his 
preferred bait. 

My first bite didn’t take long to 
materialise, with the rod giving a nice 
pull down, signalling a fish had snaffled 



IT WAS APPARENT HOW MUCH OF A FOOD-RICH AREA 
THIS WAS, WITH SMALL CRABS SCURRYING OVER THE 
CLAY, GOING ABOUT THEIR BUSINESS. 
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the bait. Upon lifting into the fish I felt 
completely locked into a snag. This is 
normal when fishing over a sticky clay 
bed. By holding the rod tight up in the 
air and applying steady, gentle pressure, 
the weight will unplug itself from within 
the clay and you will get all your tackle 
and any fish back to the shore. Once the 
weight had unplugged I could feel that 
the fish was hooked. It didn't feel big 
and as it emerged from the surf I could 
see a small codling was the culprit. That 
was the target species ticked off for me 
on the first cast. Once unhooked and 
a couple of photos had been taken, he 
was placed in one of the deep gulleys to 
recuperate before going back home. 

I rebaited with the same combination 
and sent it back out past the breakers 
and made my way back over the clay 
to base camp. It was now an hour 
into the flood and it was already very 
obvious that the tide was racing in, 
with the clay rapidly becoming covered 
and the gulleys filling up with water. 

It wasn't long before I saw another 
slight movement on the rod tip, quickly 
followed by a good lunge round and the 
line falling slack. 



First thoughts moved to this being 
a codling because it felt like a bit of 
weight on the line, but as the fish 
appeared on the beach it revealed 
itself to be a much larger than average 
whiting, which was nice to see. 

Next in was Will with an ever-obliging 
dogfish taken on squid and blacks at 
range. It was obvious that the fish were 
in and on the feed, and with the tide 
coming in as quick as it was it had 
become apparent that we would only 
have around four hours of the 
flood to fish before we would 
have to make our exit back up 
the cliff. We were fishing under 
the cliffs but never right up 
against the base due to safety 
reasons. The day had been a 
bit wet and the cliffs were very 
unstable. A few times during 
the night we heard parts of the 
cliff around us crumbling and 
falling to the beach below. 

We were a couple of hours 
into the flood now and Will 
had put a second rod out very 
close in with a whole squid in 
the hope of a bass. Within 
a short while of this rod 
being out, the tip lunged 
round and never stopped 
going. He wound down and 
connected with what looked 
to be a nice fish and what 
we assumed straightaway 
to be a 'Bertie' bass. To our 
surprise, a pristine cod 
appeared from the waves. 

This fish took the bait in 
what couldn't have been 
much more than a foot 



of water 1 5 yards out and right in the 
turbulent surf. 

Once a few pics had been taken the 
fish was released and Will flicked out 
another squid close in and wandered 
back to my rod. I looked up to see my 
rod tip bolt upright and wobbling. I 
wound down the slack and felt a couple 
of positive pulls then all locked solid 
and it was not coming out at all. 

After retying my shockleader and 
getting another bait out I heard a shouts 
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from Will that he was into another 
fish on the close-in rod. The flash 
of silver as it appeared in the surf 
confirmed this was a bass, not huge 
but a welcome sight all the same and 
another species for the night. 

The distance rod for me was 
producing a few more whiting, with 
pouting thrown in the mix as well, 
when I saw 

my rod tip THAT WAS I 

pull round a l ._ #1|# , IAll ... . 

couple of times, DECISION WA 

followed yet AMI\ C 

again by the tip 
falling slack. 

Winding in the line I connected 
with a bit of weight. Something was 
hooked and with there being no head 
thumps it was looking like being 
another dogfish, which was confirmed 
as it slid over the last bit of exposed 
clay and onto the shingle. 

Next cast resulted in another slack- 
liner and the line being locked solid 
upon striking, so that was now two 
sets of gear lost and the decision was 



made to fish whole squid close in and 
see if I could pick anything up. 

Will shouted over that he had another 
nice codling, yet again on the close-in 
rod in very shallow water and right 
in the turbulent surf. Those codling 
must have been picking up all the tasty 
morsels being thrown about by the first 
couple of breakers and when they found 



THAT WAS NOW TWO SETS OF GEAR LOST AND THE 
DECISION WAS MADE TO FISH WHOLE SQUID CLOSE IN 
AND SEE IF I COULD PICK ANYTHING UP. 



Will's squid they just couldn't resist. 

After a quick chat we decided that 
we would give it half an hour and 
then make our escape. We had already 
arranged all our stuff ready to leave, just 
in case the tide surged up quicker, so we 
could run our gear straight up the cliffs 
and sort the little bits out at the top. It's 
a lot better to be prepared on a beach 
where the only way out is up, because 
nobody wants to be calling upon the 



RNLI to get them off and to safety. 

With the water growing ever closer, 
Will yet again pulled another cod in 
on the close-in rod; that really was 
working for him with mine only 
producing a couple more whiting. 

We know for next time exactly 
how to fish it, so it may be more 
productive. Once the water made it to 
just in front of our 

AND THE tripods we called 

n n Afp in jt a right, q uickl y 

packing the last 
■ IQ couple of items 

"r# away and taking 

it in turns to walk 
our tackle back up the cliff until the 
very last bit was off the beach. 

We took a slow stroll back to the 
car, with Will saying that he could 
remember it being just like that all 
those years ago when he fished it with 
his dad. It's not your usual east coast 
beach, but it's good to get stuck in the 
rough stuff once in a while. It may be 
a bit tackle hungry but the fish will be 
there and they will be hungry too! 3>ii 
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§ Using a bait sabot helped 

deliver the bait in good condition. 






28 



www. totalseamagazine. com 




^ I - — mVW.TASKER8-ANGLING.C0.UK 

1 3 5 KG r5 . .® 01 51 2606015 




Mustad 



®0©@G ‘utbSt/ED© ©ffiEXBft 

- High quality reflectors aJ 

- Inner neoprene cuffs M 
k - 100% waterproof 

K- Taped seams 



©m Pa@DflE@ 03x3 ©Dto®(7 

- Saltwater-proof, zipless design 

- Holds three rads internally 

or 4 rods externally /, 

- External straps for tripod ± 

- Heavy duty padding JM 



Mustad 



GrauveH 



- 35L capacity 

- Saltwater-proof, zipless i 
design 

- Comfort back supports 

- Side pocket drainage i 



‘ufsCfian @e© E®Snn? 

- Graphite body and 
Jk, aluminium spool 
, 13 stainless BBs 

k / w- Infinite anti-reverse 



Grauvell 



- , - Graphite body ! 

* t * -8BB 

- 'A - Worm 

- k W*r* * 9(iaft 

'itl %■; - Balanced rolor 
I - Comfy AluteK j 

>i«a a a handle 



Heavy duty tape 
seamed cover J 
Robust frame M 
system f j 

Stowaway Jj 
carrying bag 
Adjustable 
telescopic logs. 
Erects En seconds 



Casts 4-8oz (§oz optimum) 
Adjustable reel seat 
Diamond wrap shrink tube 
Multi or Fixed Spool 



Strong and light 
weight aluminium 
construction 
Rubber coated 
non scratch rests 
Fully adjustable 
butt cups 



Fully saltwater 
resistant 
Smooth 'quick' ' 
drag system 
Supplied with al 
standard spool ■ 
hand braid spoof; 
I fMno ft n 



Power tip lor bigger baits & 
leads at distance 
High modulus Technifibre^,, 
Carbon ^ 

Fuji Reel DPS 
Seal 



Classic dorm 
design j 
S tylish I max/ 
colours / 
Supplied m 
in carry JJ 
case 
Easy to 
erect 



Extremely sturdy^ 
Lightweight 
V^shape main leg 
Legs Fold and 
clip to frame 



Designed for anglers, 
who fish on slippy A 
rocks and cold [J 
beaches in the fij 
worst Weather, jfl 



_ Qpwuf 

Special 



033D tea 

T\ l - Fully adjustable 
J5 \ from 42" up to 9Q P 

,/ I \ - Leg retention 

\ system for transport 
I V Black finish paint j 
I '■ work to help prevent 

/ corrosion 



Light weigh i yet 
bombproof 
Ergo Grip 
handle 

Long cast i— 
spool 

i year H 
warranty 



Long cast aluminium spool 
Large surface front drag 
Infinite anti reverse 
6 Stainless BBs ^ r 

Capacity: 0 

450M/0 30mm 



A very technical 
end powerful! 

head lamp 
Jf\ The best 
option when; 
fishing at night 



C us lorn Sonik sliding reel seat 
Whits lip for easy bits detection 



Japanese shrink wrap handle 



4 - 602 ; £ 219.99 

5 - 7 02 : £ 249.99 



FREE DELIVERY 
ON ALL ORDERS 
OVER £75 



anyfish anywhere 



www.taskers-angling.co.uk 



-fi Like us on Facebook Watch us on Youtube T Call us on 0151 260 601 5^^) dtehardfrshing.wordpress.com 












SpeciesSafari 









leciesSafari 



30 SPECIES SAFARI 

How to catch coalfish, dabs, whiting and 
spurdogs. 

36 TOTAL RIGS 

Learn how to build and use Tony 
Parry's independent Pennel rig. 

40 STARTING BOAT FISHING 

Des Westmore gives top advice on 

ground fishing trips. 



#1 Coalfish 





Species 

Coalfish (Pollachius virens) 

Difficulty Rating 



C oalfish aren’t as common 
as they once were around 
the British Isles but, truth 
be told, the distribution of 
the species was always patchy. They 
are more common in the north and 
Scotland but they can also be caught 
in some areas of the southwest. 

In the northeast, small coalfish are 
a common catch for shore anglers, 
the fish going by the local name of 
billet. 

Coalfish resemble their close 
cousins the pollack but do have some 
key identification points that make 
them easy to separate. The most 
striking difference with coalfish, 
especially mature specimens, is a 
vivid white stripe along their lateral 
line. This is absent in pollack. Coalfish 
also have smaller eyes and their 
bottom jaw protrudes much less. 

Mature coalfish are predators, 
preying mainly on baitfish, but 
immature fish are more varied in their 
tastes and will take worms, molluscs 
and crustaceans, as well as small fish. 

A fast-growing species, coalfish 
can reach weights in excess of 401b, 
although a 201b fish is an exceptional 
catch in British waters these days. 
They are hard fighting, rated above 
pollack by many anglers for their 
power and agility. 



TACKLE 

For shore anglers, feathering tackle 
for mackerel can be very effective for 
small coalfish and will catch them in 
numbers. 

Float tactics on bass rods will also 
catch coalfish and will give them 
more opportunity to show their paces. 
Baits fished mid-water will be more 
effective than those fished hard on the 
bottom. 



For boat anglers, rods in the 201b 
class with reels to suit should be 
considered. This is slightly heavier 
than would be used for pollack, but 
coalfish are rated as harder fighters, 
so it pays to take this into account. As 
with most lure work over wrecks or 



reefs, braid reel lines in the 301b class 
will allow smaller leads to be used, 
while hooklengths in the 401b range 
will stand up to the wear and tear of 
a busy session where different species 
may be encountered. 

Jellyworms and plastic eels offered on 
Whitby rigs can work well, but expect 
to wind well up from bottom when 
fishing them. 

FEATURES 

Coalfish like deep water and structure, 
so shore marks with rocks going down 
into deep water will be favoured, as will 
piers and breakwaters with access to 
deep water. 

Offshore, where bigger fish lurk, 
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deep-water wrecks and reefs, especially 
reefs of the pinnacle type, are worth 
prospecting. Coalhsh have similar 
feature preferences to pollack, and, to a 
degree, to porbeagle sharks. 

TACTICS 

Legering can work for shore anglers, 
although more active tactics can be 
more productive. Working daylights or 
feathers can do well at certain times 
- even more so if they are baited too. 
Float tactics and spinning will also 
catch small coalhsh. 

For boat anglers its mainly lure work 
for coalhsh, and the same rigs as for 
cod or pollack will catch. A good tip 
is to work the lure higher in the water 
column than for the other two species 
because coalhsh tend to hunt further off 
bottom. Their eyes are nowhere near as 
big as those of pollack, which suggests 
that they need more light penetration to 
target their prey. 

Bright, eye-catching lures work well 
for coalhsh, with hot orange and huoro 
pink well worth a try. 

SPECIMEN SPOT 

The biggest coalhsh tend to be solitary 
specimens and they do have a record of 
being caught at greater depths than the 
majority. 

Lures hshed in the steadier water just 
downtide of a wreck when the tidal pull 
is at its strongest have the best chance 
of picking up bigger hsh.-» 
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Species 

Dabs (Limanda limanda) 

Difficulty Rating 




D abs are the smallest 

common flatfish around 
the UK coast and they can 
provide good sport during 
the colder months, when some species 
are thin on the ground. They are also 
at their biggest during late autumn 
and winter, although a fish of lib is a 
rare specimen. 

Dabs are noted as scavengers, more 
so than many flatfish species, and 
there aren't many baits that they wont 
take. Worms, crustaceans, molluscs 
and small fish all form part of their 
diet, as do dead fish. 

They will feed day or night, although 
the best catches often seem to be 
taken during the hours of darkness. 
They have a good sense of smell 
and locate food by this as much as 
eyesight. 

Although they can be confused with 
immature flatfish of other species, 
dabs can easily be 
recognised due to 
their lateral line, 
which takes a 
distinctive 
curve 

around the 
pectoral fin 
towards 
the head 
of the fish. 

They are 
usually a 
light brown 
to fawn 
colour and 
have a roughish 
skin. Yellow 
blotches, rather than 
spots, may be present. 

BAITS 

Dabs are a species where fresh bait is 
not an issue, and many anglers would 
suggest that its a hindrance. Lugworm 
is an excellent bait, especially when it 
is sticky, smelly and well past its best. 

A good dab session is always a great 
excuse for using up old, leftover bait. 

Small pieces of peeler crab, mussels, 
razorfish and ragworms will catch 
dabs, as will small mackerel strips. All 
of the above-mentioned baits work 
well when less than fresh. 

While attractors like beads and 
spoons don't put dabs off, these 



adornments are 
seldom needed and plain traces work 
well. 

TACKLE 

The lightest tackle you can get away 
with is the way to target dabs, although 
if they are at range a decent beach 
rod will be needed to reach them. 

Hooks need to be small. Dabs are a 
small species and they also have small 
mouths, so size 2 hooks are as big as 
you need to go, with long-shank size 
4s often a better choice. Although they 
aren't tackle shy, light fluorocarbon 
leaders can do well because they hug 
the bottom better and also resist tangles 



on the multi-hook rigs that are 
often used. 

When boat fishing, the longer 
Continental-style quivertip rods 
will indicate bites better. Dabs can 
be caught on the drift, but fishing 
at anchor on a likely mark is more 
productive. 

FEATURES 

Sand and mud bottoms are favoured 
grounds, with marks that offer good 
food traps especially good. Dabs can 
shoal quite tightly around food-holding 
features such as depressions or small 
rocks, and multiple hook-ups are 
always a possibility. 

One preference that dabs have is a 
decent depth of water over them, so 
don't expect them to be right in close on 
shallow beaches. They are more likely 
to be found at medium to long range. 
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W hiting are one of our most 
common, widespread 
and numerous species. 
They can be caught 
pretty much all year round but serious 
fishing for them usually starts during 
autumn and winter, when they are at 
their biggest. Earlier in the year they 
are usually caught as ‘pin whiting of 
less than six inches and are viewed as a 
bait-robbing nuisance. 

A fast-growing, relatively 
short-lived species, 
whiting don’t grow 
large and a 21b fish is 
a specimen. 

The really outsize 
specimens of 41b 
and greater are 
very rare and are 
usually solitary fish 
that have been very 
fortunate in avoiding 
predation. 

With razor-sharp teeth 
and big eyes, whiting are 
predators in their own right 
and will take any fish smaller than 
themselves - this being a habit that they 
have from a very early age! 

BAITS 

Whiting are voracious feeders and there 
isn’t much that they won’t tackle. Worm 



baits are always good, but shellfish, 
crab and fish baits will also catch their 
share. Most anglers stick to worm 
baits because these are consistent fish 
catchers, although they do tend to pick 
up a smaller stamp of fish. 

Fish baits pick up fewer but bigger 
fish, while lures and cod feathers can 
score with decent fish for boat anglers. 






FEATURES 

Whiting turn up on all manner of 
beaches. They are shoal fish and go 
where the food is. However, beaches that 
drop steeply into deeper water will often 
have a run of bigger fish and will be more 
productive at more states of the tide. 
Weather conditions are perhaps more 
key than features. Heavy seas put whiting 
off, and calm, cold and frosty conditions 
produce the best sport. 



TACKLE 

From the shore, normal 
beachcasting rods and 
reels are favoured 
, because whiting 
^ can hang out some 
distance from the 
shore. Although 
they have big 
mouths, it can be 
a bit of a waste 
f offering them a huge 
bait because they will 
grab a smaller one just 
as keenly. Hooks from 
size 2 to 1/0 are best and 
they need to be very sharp to get 
a hold on the whiting’s mouth. 

Hooklengths of 40 or 501b should be 
used because there is always the chance 
of a decent cod either taking the bait, or 
the whiting that has just grabbed it. 

When boat fishing for winter cod 
and whiting, the choice is usually to 



tackle up for cod and treat whiting as 
a by-catch, unless it’s clear that the 
cod really aren’t feeding, when lighter 
tactics can be used. 

When lure fishing, white lures 
and feathers have a good record for 
picking up bigger whiting, but these 
need to be fished quite slowly and 
close to the bottom. 

TACTICS 

Legering at a fair range is the usual 
tactic, although on occasion they 
can come closer in chasing baithsh 
shoals. Night sessions are best 
because they do move a bit closer in 
during the hours of darkness. 

Multiple-hook rigs encourage 
multiple hook-ups because one fish 
on a hook will attract others - whiting 
are competitive feeders. Most anglers 
ignore early rattles that indicate a 
hooked fish, waiting until it’s likely 
that a couple more have become 
attached. 

SPECIMEN SPOT 

Using fish baits can produce bigger 
whiting from the shore, but for the 
biggest fish it’s a case of going afloat 
and using what amounts to cod 
tactics (but with smaller baits). Again, 
fish baits used as cocktails with squid 
can do well. -> 
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TACKLE 

Tackle is dictated by the depth fished 
and tidal strength. In shallower water 
121b-class rods and reels to suit can be 
used, while deeper water and heavier 
leads may require 20 or even 301b-class 
rods. 

Traces need to be heavy, 
with 2001b mono needed A 
to withstand the 
teeth of the fish. 

Hooks 
need to be 



strong too. 

The Mustad 
O’Shaugnessy 
pattern in ^ 

the 6/0 size is 
a good robust 
choice. Spurdogs 
often spin during the 
fight, so simple single-hook rigs 
are best because there is less 
to tangle and they are easier to 



FEATURES 

Deep-water marks are generally 



SPECIMEN SPOT 

The key to sorting out bigger 
spurdogs is to get below the main 
pack fish. A heavier lead will help the 
bait ‘punch’ a way through them and it 
will also be easier to keep in the zone 
where the bigger fish should be. Bait 
movement needs to be even slower to 
attract the larger specimens. 



favoured but spurdogs also find banks 
and other structure such as wrecks 
attractive because these areas will 
hold prey fish. 

Any features that accelerate 
the tidal flow and make the prey 
^ shoals vulnerable will 

attract spurdogs, as will 
features that give them 
opportunities to 
ambush their prey. 

i 

TACTICS 

Spurdogs like 
moving baits that 
f are bumped along 
the bottom or 
v trotted down the tide. 

Working the bait up 
and down, as if jigging, 
works well and is effective 
if fished fairly close to the bottom. 

The effectiveness of the bait can be 
increased by the use of a luminous 
muppet lure above it, especially in 
deeper water. Movements of the bait 
should be slow and deliberate, rather 
than fast and jerky. lH 



#4 Spurdog 

purdogs are a widespread 
species and can be found in 
many areas around the British 
Isles, with the Irish Sea and 



purdogs are a widespread 
species and can be found in 
| many areas around the British 
Isles, with the Irish Sea and 
Bristol Channel particularly highly 
rated. 

They are members of the shark 
family and they have sharp teeth and 
distinctive sharp spikes or ‘spurs’ in 
front of each dorsal fin, which means 
that they need to be handled with 
care. They are a pack species and 
once encountered can be caught in 
numbers. Opportunities to fish for 
them from the shore are limited, 
although there are some deep-water 
marks in Scotland that can produce. 

A predatory species, they are almost 
exclusively fish eaters, and when 
present in numbers are capable of 
clearing out baitfish shoals before 
moving on. While they tend to target 
bottom-dwelling species in the main, 
they will also hunt higher in the water 
for species like mackerel and herring. 



BAITS 

Fish baits work best for spurdogs, 
although they will also take squid 
on occasion. They have sharp teeth, 
so its best to present the bait as a 
thick fillet with the hook threaded 
down to the bottom of the bait. This 
is important because the teeth of the 
spurdog can scissor off the free- 
flowing ends of flapper or strip-style 
baits without it getting hooked. 
Mackerel or herring are good baits, 
with whiting an underused but very 
effective alternative. 
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^PSEAGII 2PCFLUTATIUHSUIT | ^SHEMLE PRU2PC FLOTATION SUIT 



Fantastic life preservation suit with 
top quality integrated buoyancy in 
both the jacket and trousers. 
Features: Fully adjustable, Flood, 
waist, braces, hand and ankle cuffs, _ 
crotch strap. 

Detachable Flood, Fleece lining i 
body/hood and pockets with , 
Safety Whistle, Double fold 
over pockets, Fleavy Duty 
Double front Zip. 

This suit has so many 
features, too many to list! 



Functional, comfortable and attractive, 
the Fisheagle Professional Floatation 
Suit is the ideal thing to protect you 
from the harshest elements, in the 
harshest environments. 



7J>A\V/A HYDRA SMOCK AND BIB & BRACE 

Amazing new material from Daiwa - 
Incredibly light and soft yet fully waterproof. 



Code Model 

ppp. 

RE0224 M 

RE0225 L £ 149.99 

RE0226 XL NOW 

RE0227 2XL £ 70 00 



Smock 


Bib & Brace 


Size 


Code 


Size 


Code 


S 


DW7073 


S 


DW7085 


M 


DW7074 


M 


DW7086 


L 


DW7075 


L 


DW7087 


XL 


DW7076 


XL 


DW7088 


2XL 


DW7077 


2XL 


DW7089 


G 


DW7078 


G 


DW7090 


RRP:£49t99 

£44" 


RRP:H9v99 

£35" 






mums smock 



Constructed from Vass-Tex 350 material, delivering unparalleled 
levels of wind- and waterproofing. With button ove r stor m collar I 
and elasticated hem and cuffs. 



RE0090 S 
RE0091 M 
RE0092 L 
RE0093 XL 
RE0094 2XL 
RE0095 3XL 
RE0096 4XL 



RRP: 

£ 139.99 

Now 

£ 79 " 



Size 


Black 


Navy 


Red 


S 


VW0449 


VW0461 


VW0606 


M 


VW0450 


VW0462 


VW0607 


L 


VW0451 


VW0463 


VW0608 


XL 


VW0452 


VW0464 


VW0609 


XXL 


VW0453 


VW0465 


VW0610 


3XL 


VW0454 


VW0466 


VW0611 


Price 


£69.99 


£64.99 


£69.99 



r '* v TEAMUASS BIB HORACE 

Delivers maximum weatherproofing in even 
the toughest conditions. Made from durable 
Vass Tex 350 fabric. 

Size Black Navy Olive 
S VW0455 VW0467 VW0542 
M VW0456 VW0468 VW0543 
L VW0457 VW0469 VW0544 
XL VW0458 VW0470 VW0545 
XXL VW0459 VW0471 VW0546 
3XL VW0460 VW0472 VW0547 
Price £55.99 £43.99 £43.99 



1 2PC FLOTATION SUIT 

A heavy duty adjustable waist beltj 
Highly reflective tape. 

Neoprene cuffs. 

Removable fleece lined hood. 
Reinforced knees and bottom. 

Code Size ppp. 

£ 179.99 

Now 

£100 00 



PE1659 M 
PE1660 L 
PE1661 XL 
PE1662 2XL 



•fmm NOBK FOLDING BEACH SHELTER 

Features a tough nylon 
fabric construction with 
heavy duty stitching, 
ensuring it can stand up 
to the stresses and strains . 
of all sorts of inclement 
weather conditions. 

Code Colour ppp^j fQQ Q 
RE0339 Blue ». 

RE0340 Red ~ < 

RE0411 Green fc 



1.99 



i RAMPAGE II BEACH RODS 






SONIC SKS BUCK SHORE BOBS 



okuma SAUNA BEACHS BODS , 

New Fli-modulus carbon beachcasters from Gkuma. 



I Solid, dependable, powerful and classy, designed 
todothejobtimeand time again. The Rampage 
| Rod range ticks all the boxes that sea anglers have 
been waiting for! 

Code Length Casts Pcs RRP | 

PEI 700 13ft 4-6oz 3 £100.99 £99.99 

PEI 701 15ft 9 4-6oz 3 £129.99 £119.99 



; Each rod is individually tailored to offer the perfect 'all 
round' actions, which mean they are as effective on 



m REGIMENT MUITI SURF 

The Regiment Multi Surf is developed to 
offer the best in class saltwater surfcasting 
rod. The high quality carbon blank makes 
the rod lighter, stronger and thinner. 



clean ground as they are in heavy terrain. 


















Casts 






Code 


Model 


Casts 


RRP 




Code 


Length 


Pcs 


Price 


SV0624 


12ft 2pc Beach M 


4-8oz 


£75.00 


£40.00 


SO0244 


12ft 


4-6oz 


2 


£69.99 


SV0625 


13ft 2pc Beach M 


4-8oz 


£30 00 


£45.00 


SO0245 


13ft 


4-6oz 


2 


£74.99 


SV0622 


14ft 3 pc SurfFS 


100-200g 


£100.00 £80.00 


SO0246 


14ft 


5-7oz 


2 


£84.99 


SV0623 


15ft 3pc Surf FS 


100-200g 


£110 00 


£90.00 



Code Length Casts Pcs RRP | 

PE1669 15ft 1 20-225g 3+3 £250.00 £90.00 

PE1670 14ft 1 20-225g 3+3 £250.00 £90.00 



( RAMPAGE CARBON SEA RODS 






AGiiiTY sobfboos 



AW/A FIRFWIF BOAT ROD 



7J>A\V/A ! 



These rods are solid, dependable and powerful; 
ticking all the boxes for any serious sea angler. 



Code Model Casts Pcs RRP 

I PEI 553 10ft Bass Spin 1-3oz 3 £79.99 £55.00 

I PU3847 8ft 2 Boat Braid 12-20lb 2 £84.09 £40.00 

I PEI 548 8ft 2 Boat Braid 20-301b 2 £84.99 £60.00 



I FIERCE II FSREEl 



The Penn Fierce II® offers 
dependability and unparalelled 
power at an affordable price. 

Its field-proven oiled-felt drag 
system is extremely reliable and ^ 
has the muscle to tame fish. 



The Agility Surf Rods feature a powerful, lightweight 
high carbon 3piece blank, designed to maximise 
casting distance, while still delivering astounding 
bite detection. 

Code Length Casts Pcs RRP 

SP3842 14ft M 4-8oz 3 £99.99 £80.00 

SP3182 12ft 9 FS 4-8oz 3 £84:99 £68.00 

SP3183 12ft 9 M 4-8oz 3 £8449 £68.00 

okuma SOLTERRA MULTIPLIERS 

Helical cut 303 grade stainless 
steel main and pinion gears, 
with dual anti-reverse pawls and 
a one way clutch. 



Code 


Model 


Ratio Capacity 


RRP 




PEI 696 


4000 


6.2:1 220yds/10lb 


£79.99 


£69.99 


PEI 697 


5000 


5.6:1 200yds/1 51b 


£00 00 


£89.99 


PEI 698 


6000 


5.6:1 230yds/20lb 


£00 00 


£89.99 


PEI 699 


8000 


5.3:1 31 0yds/25lb 


£100 00 


£99.99 



Code Model Capacity RRP | 

SV7316 SLR-15CL 340m/0.5mm £150.09 £70.00 

SV8669 SLR-20II 530m/0.5mm £239.99 £110.00 



The stunning Firewolf Boat rod from Daiwa deliver power, 
finesse and versatility along with great value. The Firewolf 
is built around a strong composite blank, outfitted with 
high quality lined guides, a dependable reel seat and 
comfortable, super grippy EVA foam handles. 

Code Length Class Pcs RRP 

DW6987 6ft 10-20lb 2 £24.99 £15.00 

DW6988 7ft 10-20lb 2 £24.99 £15.00 

DW6989 8ft 10-20lb 2 £24.99 £15.00 

Q) WARFARE LEVELWIND MULTIPLIERS. 

• Lightweight graphite frame and sideplates 

• Forged and machined aluminium spool 

• Machined brass main and pinion gear^^^^* j 

• HT-1 00 carbon fiber drag washers 

• Instant anti-reverse bearing /j 

Code Model 

PE1681 15 

PEI 682 15 Left Hand 
PE1683 20 

PEI 684 20 Left Hand 
PE1685 30 



Mesh layered carbon blanks deliver a combination of I 
lightness and power. The centred real seat position 
makes for easier winding when the rod is loaded. 



Code 


Length 


Pcs 


Casts 


RRP 




DW0072 


7ft 6” 


2 


121b 


£54.99 


£28.00 


DW0073 


7ft 6” 


2 


201b 


£54.99 


£28.00 


DW0074 


7ft 6” 


2 


301b 


£54.99 


£28.00 



Capacity 


RRP^ 




375yds/12lbs 


£60 00 


£59.99 


375yds/12lbs 


£60 00 


£59.99 


475yds/15lbs 


£60 00 


£59.99 


475yds/15lbs 


£60 00 


£59.99 


455yds/25lbs 


£60 00 


£59.99 



C&cH ambassadeur® 

• Synchronised level 
wind system improves 
line lay and castability 

• Duragear 2 gear system 
provides increased 
gear strength for al 
fishing situations 

• 3+1 bearings 

Code Ratio Capacity RRP | 

PU5016 5.3:1 325yds/17lb £129.99 £80.00 



ruu 



RAPID BASS FD REEL 



With its ergonomic design, extra 
large bail arm, easy-grip EVA foam 
handle, and buckets of stopping 
power, the saltwater-resistant 
Rapid Bass FD delivers power and 
performance at an irresistible price., ' 



ambassadeur® , 

Features an open CT frame 
for easy line access and 2 
stainless steel ball bearings 
| + 1 roller bearing that 
provide smooth and 
dependable operation. \ 



SIGMA MULTIPLIER REELS 



ENUBY REELS 



The new multiplier in the 
Sigma range, featuring a j 
powerful level wind system, 
star drag and a light weight 
frame and spool! Perfect for 1 
all species of saltwater fish. 



fc 



I The new casting multipliers from Tronix are sure to be a huge hit. 
| We have tried and tested these reels and found them faultless. 

I Fantastic quality, performance and simply outstanding value for 
I money. Be sure to act fast, as these reels are sure to sellout. 



Code 



Capacity 



RRP 



LI1428 40FD 5.2:1 150yds/10lb £49.99 £29.9 

LI1429 50FD 5.2:1 185yds/15lb £4949 £29.9 

LI1518 60FD 5.2:1 185yds/15lb £49.99 £29.9 



RRP I 



PU5017 5.3:1 C3 7000 325yds/1 71b £199.99 £99.99 
PU4235 6.3:1 C3 6500 275yds/1 41b £199.99 £180.00 



Code Model Capacity RRP 

SP3503 20 20lb/400yds £44.90 £22.00 

SP3504 30 301b/330yds £49.99 £25.00 



TOURNAMENT MODELS NOWIN STOCK! 



& MATCH SURF 60 FSREEL 

• 5 Ball bearings 

• 1 aluminium 
match spool 

• 1 extra graphite 

deep spool ► r^-J 



Code Model Ratio Capacity RRP 
LI1563 60FS 5.6:1 16lbs/1 90yds £49.99 £15.00 



& RED STRIKE REEL 

• One Way Clutch 

• Carbon machined cut handle * 
| • Cork handle knob 

• Hi-intensity graphite body 

• Forged aluminium spool 



Code Model Ratio Capacity RRP 

L1 1762 40 5.1:1 0.30mm/195m £38.99 £20.00 

L1 1763 60 5.1:1 0.45mm/195m £3849 £20.00 



»>a\v/a J-BRAIDK8- 150M CHARTREUSE \ 

Code B/S 

DW7030 9lb/0.06mm 

DW7031 13lb/0.10mm 

DW7032 18lb/0.13mm 

DW7033 20lb/0.16mm 

DW7034 26.5lb/0.18mm 
DW7035 29lb/0.20mm 

DW7036 37.5lb/0.22mm 

DW7037 40lb/0.24mm 

DW7038 58lb/0.28mm 



FULL RANGE 
AVAILABLE ONLINE 

RRP: Now 



Code 


Model 


Capacity 


'EM 

§2fgg! 


TX1631 


Mag 6500 Left 


250m/0.35mm 


£59.99 


TX1632 


Mag 6500 Right 


250m/0.35mm 


£59.99 


TX1633 


Orbit 6500 Left 


250m/0.35mm 


£56.99 


TX1634 


Orbit 6500 Right 


250m/0.35mm 


£56.99 


TX1635 


Level Wind 6500 Left 


250m/0.35mm 


£56.99 


TX1636 


Level Wind 6500 Right 


250m/0.35mm 


£56.99 


TX1637 


Wave Level Wind 7000 Left 


320m/0.35mm 


£59.99 


TX1638 


Wave Level Wind 7000 Right 


320m/0.35mm 


£59.99 


TX3130 


Tournament Mag RHW 


250m/0.35mm 


£79.99 


TX3131 


Tournament Mag LHW 


250m/0.35mm 


£79.99 


TX3132 


Tournament Orbit RHW 


250m/0.35mm 


£74.99 


TX3133 


Tournament Orbit LHW 


250m/0.35mm 


£74.99 



JOIN US ONLINE TO FIND OUT ABOUT THE LATEST OFFERS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 



blog.fishingmegastore.com 



I . Ml /glasgowanglingcentre BHB/glasgowangling 
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Independenb 

Pennel Rig 

Top charter skipper Tony Parry shares one of his 
winning ‘tweaks’ to an established rig. 



his is my take on the boat 
Pennel rig for cod and rays, 
I’m sure Ive shown you 
something similar before, 
but Ive added a couple of small 
adjustments that I think are worth 
sharing. Rigs never stand still, and 
mine are no exception! 

The main changes on this rig are 
firstly the use of exactly the same 
hooks - no searching around for a 
down-eyed pattern like a Sakuma 
Manta 543 or a Mustad 79510; 
theres no advantage to using them 
on this rig and straight-eyed hooks 
are fine. 

The second change is the use of 
neoprene rig tubing rather than 
PVC. It doesn’t stiffen up and 



become unworkable in the cold - 
tricky if you are tying the rig on a 
winter trip - and it is also very grippy. 

Neoprene is flexible enough to slide 
over hooks and line, but once in place 
there isn’t much slippage. The big 
bead that is threaded onto the two 
hooklengths also helps reduce line 
slip. 

Don’t worry if your hook point 
pierces the tubing while you are 
sliding it into place. So long as you 
don’t create a big tear in it there won’t 
be a problem - it’s pretty durable stuff. 

The main strength of this rig is 
that both hooks are tied on their own 
pieces of line, rather than sliding one 
above the other on the same piece. 
This gives more security if you hook a 



Rig Components 

• 60lb Berkley Big Game line 

• 1 x large bead 

• 1 x size 1/0 rolling or crane swivel 

• Z x Sakuma Manta Extra 545 hook size 4/0 

• 1 x short length of Gemini Genie 
heavy-duty neoprene rig tubing 



fish on the top hook and it also makes 
the rig more adjustable lengthwise to 
suit different baits. 

Of course, you can use this basic 
tying method and still use a down- 
eyed hook tied on at the top, with the 
bottom hooklength sliding through the 
eye as normal if you prefer, but it isn’t 
essential, ill 





Building Sequence 

-j Take four feet of mono and 
I tie on the rolling swivel, 
the opposite end tie in a 
\J L- 1ft loop, slide a large bead 
onto the loop, up to the knot, then 
cut the loop leaving two identical 
lengths of line. 

O Tie on a Sakuma Manta Extra 
\J D 545 hook, making sure that 
it is now on a snood about two 
inches shorter than the remaining 
loop end. 

A Pass the other loop end 
\J i through the heavy-duty 
neoprene rig tubing. Slide the 
tubing over the point of the already 
tied on hook and slide up the 
shank. 

/°vr Tie the remaining hook onto 
\J Jthe free end of the line. 
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LOOP KNOT 



URGE 

BEAD 



SAKUMA MANTA 545 
EXTRA HOOKS 



HEAVY-DUTY NEOPRENE 
RIG TUBING 
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With the Beach Hotel 





V Package* ' rorn 

£160 P er 
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Mullaghmore, Co Sligo, Ireland. 




Venue of the , 

World Sea Angling Championships 2015 






■ 






Charter boats include Bundoran Star, Fiona Tee, Kiwi Girl and Prospector 1, Live bait availanl 






Species of fish likely to be caught when fishing from Mullaghmore include mackerel, ling , 
pollack , cod, raw wrasse, dogfish, coalfish, gurnard, whiting and much, much more. 



We will tailor your holiday 
to suit the number m your 
party, your needs and your 
kind of fishing. 

Bring friends and family, 
Mullafitimore and the 
surrounding area has lols 
of activities for everyone I 
Surfing, paddle boarding, 
kayaking, coa steering, coastal 
walks (Mullaghmore h located 
on one of I he 1 2 signature 
points on Itie WAWj, horse 
riding, yoga, golf, scuba 
diving, snorkelling, 
seaweed baths, cycling 
hiking, beach-side fun 
anti much mom. 



"A great bay with a huge variety 
of fish, good quality charter boats arid 
very krtowledgable, friendly skippers." 

Mpirk Smith. English Angling Team 201 5 






B/C 






/ j* 
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Phone 00 353 71 916 6103 to book your anglmg\ | 
holiday package with the Beach Hotel, Mullaghmore. 

info@beachhotelmulIaghmore.com 
www.beachhotclmullaghmore.com 




UK's Premier tackle for shore & boat fishing 



u k 



1 i v_ 



Hooks 



Zzipiex Rods 



Boat Rods 



Rod Build & Shrink 



Mono & Amnesia 



Shore & Boat Rigs 

< 

Beach Accessories 



JABM" 






MAIN STOCKIST OF S ZZI PLEX RODS 



www.uk-hooks.com 



See our website for further details 
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L ast month we looked at 

getting aboard your first boat 
fishing trip. This month we 
will assume that everything 
went well and you have decided that 
boat fishing is for you. There are a 
number of ways to go from this point 
but for now it will be taken that you’re 
'flying solo’ with little help or guidance 
available to you. Obviously if youre 
lucky enough to have hooked up with 
a group of friends who already fish 
or have joined a club, this will give 
you a significant head start. 

When discussing where to begin 
we decided upon 'ground fishing’. 

This is a general trip on whatever type 
of sea bed presents itself most readily 
around your port of departure, be 
it sandbanks, reef, rough or mixed 
ground. 

There is no particular species in mind 
and the fishing will usually be downtide 
at anchor using bait. My advice for 
approaching a trip like this when you’re 
just starting out is to fish for whatever 
is under the boat. Targeting specific 
species can come later. 

Competition anglers are by definition 
very good at catching whatever happens 
to swim by and a lot of the principles 
they employ can be used by any angler 
as a means to boosting one’s catch 
rate. Bear in mind last month’s advice, 
though, and talk to the skipper. It may 
be that in the part of the country you 
are fishing this type of trip only yields a 
couple of species, in which case listen 
well to what is recommended. 

Regarding rods and reels, where I live 
(the Isle of Wight) the best way to go 
would be a sensitive 20-30lb downtide 
rod of around seven to eight feet in 
length. This would be matched with 



Des Westmore 

looks at fishing 
from anchor 
with bait - 
general ground 
fishing. 
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a 'one up, one down is a hybrid rig 
derived from a one-hook paternoster 
and a one-hook leger. 

For the newcomer, it would be very 
easy to think that rig selection is a bit 
of a dark art, but if you stick to these 
basic designs you cant go far wrong. 
Absolute beginners may struggle for 
knowledge of knots and rig making, 
but luckily for them, the quality 
of pre-made, shop-bought rigs has 
increased no end in recent years. 

Of course, this still leaves the 
question of "Which rig to use and 
when?” 

Probably the only rule in angling is 
that there are no absolute rules when 
it comes to predicting the habits of 
fish. However, bottom-dwelling fish 
generally prefer a bait on the sea bed 
when the tide is running, though they 
will often take a bait presented off 
the bottom when the tide eases. For 
this reason, legers tend to be more 
productive during the heavier parts 
of the tide and paternoster-style rigs 
score at slack water. 

On arrival at the chosen mark, if the 
tide is running I would recommend a 
two-down rig, although this could just 
as easily be one down or three down if 
you prefer. 

I like a hook size of size 8 to 
1/0. This may seem small to many 
experienced readers but it is a 
technique taken straight from 
competition anglers. I also favour 
either Amnesia, which is a soft nylon 
monofilament ideal for making traces 
and rigs, or fluorocarbon, which is a 
material that has the same refractive 



WHEN STARTING OUT YOU’RE PROBABLY BETTER 
OFF HIRING OR BORROWING A ROD AND REEL 



a multiplier reel that holds 200 to 300 
yards of 301b braid plus mono backing. 
Things do vary round the UK's coast, 
but there probably aren’t many places 
where this wouldn’t be a good starting 
point. I won’t go into specific makes 
and models as there are loads to choose 
from, and right now I don’t want to get 
into comparisons. 

When starting out I think you’re 
probably better off hiring or borrowing 
a rod and reel, spending your money 
instead on leads, hooks, swivels and 
other terminal tackle. The best rod 
and reel that money can buy won’t 
increase your chances of catching a fish 
anything like as much as the right rig 
and bait will. 

Now that the subject of rigs has been 
raised, let’s take a closer look. 

They can be split into two main types 
for downtide fishing at anchor: those 
with hooks above the weight, usually 
called paternosters, and those with 
hooks below the weight, usually called 
legers or running legers if the weight 
is not fixed. You may also hear anglers 
talking about fishing a 'flowing trace’ - 
this too is usually a form of leger. 



Other terms you may hear are 'two 
up’ or 'two down’ which refer to a two- 
hook paternoster and a two-hook leger 
respectively. It’s all quite sensible, so 
you won’t be surprised to know that 
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feed off the bottom at slack water. I 
prefer the rig tied with two-way beads, 
which I particularly like for bream. 
Alternatively it could be made up with 
dropper knots, swivels trapped between 
stop knots or all manner of proprietary 
devices sold in tackle shops for this 
purpose. 

My only words of warning regarding 
two-way beads would be to make 
sure you purchase branded ones, as 
there are a number of generic ones of 
dubious quality on the market. 

The one-up, one-down rig is very 
much like the two-up and is really a 
way of hedging your bets. The lower 
hook is positioned either just above the 
weight or hard against it. If you use 
this type of rig when the tide is flowing, 
you can increase the length of the lower 
trace, or snood as it is called, to act like 
a flowing trace. If you try this without 
some tidal flow, it will tangle. One 
angler I know mentioned to me recently 
what a fan he is of this type of rig, 
citing the number of bass he has caught 
on the top hook this year. 

With these three rigs, you can cover 
pretty much every situation you are 



index as water, so should be invisible 
underwater. 

Fluorocarbon is more expensive 
than nylon and, depending on the 
make, can be more difficult to knot 
reliably. Many experienced anglers use 
it all the time, but like many things 
in angling, its rewards are difficult to 
quantify. I think its main advantage is 
in clear, calm conditions when the fish 
are particularly troublesome to entice 
onto the hook. As much as anything, 
it just makes you feel that bit more 
confident. 

A while back, I spent a lot of time 
talking about rig selection with Kev 
Sampson, whom I mentioned last 
month. He has put in a lot of hours 
fishing all round the country in 
competitions, and while he would 
obviously scale up if he were targeting 
the likes of rays or cod, for instance, 
the small-hook technique is how 
he would approach general ground 
fishing and how he tackles up the hire 
rods aboard his charter boat Wight 
Osprey. 

Since talking with him, I have 
scaled down my own rigs for this type 
of fishing in terms of hook size, using 
multiple small baits rather than one 
larger one. 

Though I cant 
say for certain, I 
don’t feel my 
overall catch 
rate of 'quality’ 



r 



Wrasse are hard fighting and 
often put in an appearance over 
reefs or rocky ground. 



fish has been affected up or down, but 
the overall number of fish and also 
the range of species I have caught has 
definitely increased. 

For instance, on a recent trip 
where I caught three nice cod, I also 
caught whiting, dogfish, pout and tub 
gurnard, all on the same three-below 
rig. The bite that the gurnard gave 
was dismissed as just another pout 
until I got the fish over the gunwale. 
Had I been using bigger hooks I 

probably wouldn’t have hooked 
it and would have 
just assumed 
that a pout 
was the culprit. 
The scaled-down 
approach proved 
otherwise and is, to me anyway, the 
essence of "catching what is under the 
boat”. 

Now, let’s get back to rig selection. 

At slack water I would switch to a 
two-up or three-up rig. I start off using 
some basic dimensions but by varying 
the spacing of the hooks you can 
experiment to see where the fish are 
feeding. Whiting and especially bream 
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A triggerfish is one of the rarer 
fish you may encounter. 



going to encounter when 
ground fishing. Over 
time you will develop your own 
preference for dimensions, line weight 
and hook size, but the basic principles 
will be the same. 

As for bait, for now anyway it is 
best to ask either the skipper or local 
tackle dealers. There is so much local 
variation and any decent skipper should 
be able to help you with bait selection. 



I have known this for years 
but what I hadn’t realised is how 
effective the much smaller factory- 
made feather and Sabiki rigs are. 
These are often sold as five or six-hook 
rigs with hooks from size 4 to 10. 

Despite being accomplished rig 
builders, many competition anglers 
use this as their first-choice rig when 
arriving at a spot. Other than cutting 
the pre-tied rigs down into three or 



Finally, I just want to return to 
shop-bought rigs and how a certain 
one can, on the right day, wipe the 
floor with any rig you have tied 
yourself. If you have spent time and 
care in the preparation of your rig, 
this can be infuriating! 

The rig in question is the Hokkai. 
This is a combination of a luminous 
lure shaped like a fish’s head teamed 
with luminous beads and feathers 
mounted around a 2/0-6/0 hook, 
generally tied in a three-hook 
paternoster with very short snoods. 
This is particularly relevant in winter 
as Hokkais baited with squid or 
mackerel can be deadly when fishing 
for whiting during the winter. 



two-hook versions, nothing else needs 
to be done. 

Getting yourself a decent selection 
of weights will also pay dividends, 
as matching the weight to the tidal 
conditions can really improve your 
catch rate. 

If you’re fishing in the stern of the 
boat, by using a lead that is only just 
heavy enough to keep your bait on 
the sea bed, you can Trot’ the lead 
out behind the boat and cover more 
ground. This is done by raising the 
rod tip to lift the lead off the sea 
bed, and then paying out some line 
until you feel the lead make contact 
with the bottom again. Conversely, if 
fishing near the cabin, you can use a-» 



GROUND FISHING CAN THROW UP AN AMAZING 
ARRAY OF SPECIES. 
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oduiki and feather rigs are highly n 
by competition anglers and will t 
many species offish, baited or unbail 



slightly heavier lead than is absolutely 
necessary to keep your bait away from 
those in the stern and avoid tangles. 

I would purchase flat-sided torpedo- 
style weights; you may see names like 
Aquapedo or Bopedo but they are all 
weights with a facetted cross-section 
rather than round. 

Round-section weights and ball 
weights get the job done but, for 
downtide fishing, I think flat-sided 
weights lead to less tangles with other 
anglers. 

Ground fishing can throw up an 
amazing array of species. The fish 
that are pictured here are just some 
examples of fish that I have seen 
caught while fishing in this way with 
the rigs mentioned here. Some of 
the species you catch may be less 
desirable, like dogfish, pout or small 



pollack, but you will also get amongst 
the ‘holy trinity' of bass, bream and 
cod too. Smoothhounds, spurdogs, 
rays and wrasse will also provide good 
sport along the way, and if you're 
lucky, the rarer fish like triggers and 
gurnards will also turn up too, as 
well as, in the south and southwest, 
undulate, thornback and spotted rays. 
It really is surprising what can turn up 
sometimes! 

One final thing to mention, if you're 
coming to boat fishing via another 
form of sea angling and already own 
a spinning rod and reel, don't be 
frightened to take that along too. 

At slack water, this can provide 
brilliant sport downtide fishing for 
whiting in the winter or bream 
and smoothhounds in the 



If you own a spinning rod, take that 
along for some sport at slack water. 



summer. \ 
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Porbeagle Poser 



How widespread are porbeagle 
sharks around our coast? 

James Cox, via e-mail 

A Paul Dennis says: 

Porbeagle sharks are probably 
more widespread than most people 
think. 

Historically, the waters around 
the Cornish ports, with their long 
shark fishing heritage for blues, were 
the areas that also apparently held 
the greatest numbers of porbeagles. 
However, they had also been landed 
off Ireland and it gradually became 
clear that the species was wider 
spread than had been suspected. 

In many respects this was to 



be expected because these apex 
predators have migration patterns that 
incorporate breeding, prey fish and 
comfort concerns as driving factors. 

To arrive in Cornish waters the 
porbeagles had to pass along different 
areas of the coastline, meaning that 
there were fishing opportunities for 
them in more areas than was initially 
thought. 

In addition to Cornwall and Ireland, 
it became clear that porbeagles could 
be caught off the Isle of Wight and 
Wales. Subsequently, the sharks have 
been landed from northeastern ports, 
Scotland and the Shetland Isles, giving 
them a very broad range around our 
coast. 



While it s true that predators 
track prey, it s simplistic to view 
this as the only controller of 
movements. As an example, bass 
are known to have well-defined 
breeding and nursery areas, so 
there is no reason why sharks 
should be different. 

Porbeagles are also temperature 
sensitive and have a preference 
for water with a temperature that 
is most comfortable for them, 
this being cooler than might be 
imagined. All of these factors, plus 
the great mobility of the species, 
means that opportunities to catch 
a porbeagle could be possible from 
more areas than we realise. 
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QUICK-FIRE 

Qimnm 



What is the most popular hook 
pattern for sea anglers? 

Colin Mitchell, via e-mail 

A The pattern most often seen in 
use, and which must account 
for the bulk of hook sales, must be 
the Aberdeen. The long-shanked 
round bend is a favourite with boat 
and shore anglers alike and it’s a 
versatile pattern. 

The long shank makes hook 
removal easy and also allows baits 
to be presented well, either slid up 
the shank or whipped to it with bait 
elastic. 

The Aberdeen is available in a 
number of wire grades and finishes 
but it is still the same basic pattern 
of hook. 

While it is available in ‘stronger’ 
wire patterns, the classic Aberdeen 
is still not a hook for really heavy 
fishing, where patterns like the 
heavier-duty O’Shaugnessy are 
more popular. 

What is the difference between 
barrel swivels, rolling swivels 
and crane swivels - they all look 
similar to me? 

Jonny Rose, via e-mail 



A Barrel swivels have a distinctive 
wire twist at the loop ends. This 
is the free end of one piece of wire 
that the loop was made from, the 
other piece of wire going into the 
central barrel. This means that the 
simple barrel swivel is the weakest 
of the three mentioned. 

Rolling swivels usually have a 
plain cylindrical centre with loops 
at each end. Both wires that form 
the loop enter the cylinder, making 
these swivels very robust. 

Crane swivels usually have a 
barrel-type centre piece like a barrel 
swivel but they have both of the 
loop wires going into the barrel in 
the same way that rolling swivels 
operate. Big and highly polished, 
crane swivels are usually more 
expensive than rolling or barrel 
swivels. 



The Coming Of The Cod 



Q There doesn't seem to 
be any shortage of cod 
for boat anglers, so why 
do shore anglers often 
struggle? 

Jeff Vernon , via e-mail 

A Paul Dennis says: 

Like many fish species, 
cod are eating machines and 
they like to be where the 
best source of food is. The 
fish that boat anglers catch 
are usually feeding hard on 
a rich food supply, be that 
shoals of sprats or herrings, 
crab and squat lobsters or 
squid. 

While this food is plentiful 
they may not be inclined 
to move inshore to where 
beach anglers can get at 
them. Obviously some of 
these food items can be quite 
inclined to move, and if they 
come within reach of shore 
anglers, cod catches can 
suddenly improve as they 
follow the food source in. Its 
no surprise that a good run 
of whiting will draw cod to 
the area. 

Another factor thats more 
important to the shore 
angler is the tide. Building 
tides encourage cod to move 
inshore because more food 
is available and the depth 
increases, encouraging 
them to feed with more 
confidence. 

A good blow can also 
encourage cod to move 
closer inshore, but again 
this is due to available 
food. If a lot of food has 
been disturbed, the cod will 
arrive and take advantage of 
exposed shellfish, worms and 
crustaceans that may have 
been pounded by the big 
surf. Rough conditions with 
a good swell running will see 
the best of the fishing, but it 
should always be done with 
safety in mind. 

Under these conditions its 
worth arriving before low 
water to see what free bait 
in the form of shellfish and 
suchlike has been exposed. 



This is what will attract the 
cod to the area. Using this 
as part of a cocktail bait can 
boost your catches. 

One advantage that the 
boat angler has over the 
shore angler is mobility 
because good skippers are 
more than willing to move 
until they find the fish. The 
skippers are also, dare I say 
it, often more experienced 



than many shore anglers, 
and use this experience in 
terms of knowing where and 
when the cod are likely to be. 
This intelligence is crucial. 

Shore anglers relying on 
reports of good catches can 
find that they've missed the 
party because the best of the 
fishing is over by the time 
they manage to get to the 
marks. 
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What is the difference between 
launce and sandeels? 

Tom Black , via e-mail 

A The clue is in their proper 
names. Launce are greater 
sandeels, while sandeels are 
actually lesser sandeels. Launce 
are much bigger and inhabit deeper 
water further offshore. They can 
be caught among mackerel and 
garfish by anglers using sabiki 
shrimp rigs on small hooks, rather 
than traditional feathers, especially 
when fished close to the bottom. 
There are actually three other 
sandeel species that inhabit British 
waters, these being Raitt’s sandeel, 
Corbin’s sandeel and the smooth 
sandeel. 

The simplest way to differentiate 
between greater and lesser sandeel 
is size. Launce are typically caught 
at eight inches plus, while lesser 
sandeels seldom reach this size. 
However, lesser sandeels also have 
a much more deeply forked tail than 
launce and also have a top jaw that 
protrudes. 

Is it best to use bait sourced 
from the same area that you 
are fishing? 

James Naylor ; via e-mail 

In some respects yes, inasmuch 
as there may have been 
a natural occurrence that has 
made more bait available. Think 
of shellfish washed up after a big 
storm. These will certainly be on the 
menu of fish hunting inshore. 

With baits such as lug and 
rag it doesn’t seem to matter so 
much, although match anglers may 
differ in opinion. However, those 
same matchmen probably aren’t 
too worried which location white 
ragworm comes from so long as 
they have some. 

It’s the same argument with 
blast-frozen baits. It doesn’t really 
matter where they have come from, 
the fish will still take them. 



Look Sharp! 



Q Fve read advice on 
sharpening hooks but 
is it really needed these 
days? 

Ian Davidson , via Facebook 

A Paul Dennis says: 

It's tempting to answer 
that it can't do any 
harm but, unfortunately, 
sharpening hooks can have 
a detrimental effect. 

I'm not totally against 
sharpening hooks but I 
will admit that I think its 
best confined to the bigger 
patterns. 

How you buy your hooks 
can make a big difference 
to how sharp they and how 
sharp they stay. 

The small plastic packets 
are best. The hooks in these 
are generally sharper to 
begin with and they stay 
sharp too. Buying in bulk 
in plastic boxes is okay 
but points can lose their 
sharpness when they are 
rattled around in them and 
the more they get shook 
and rattled, the greater the 
risk of losing their factory- 
fresh points. This rattling 
is a similar process to 
what made it necessary to 



sharpen hooks years ago. 

In the pre-chemically 
etched era, hooks were given 
their colour coating then 
drum tumbled to remove 
burrs and the like, which 
naturally reduced their 
sharpness, making a touch- 
up with a sharpening stone a 
good idea. 

In respect of routine 
sharpening these days, its 
an argument I've had with 
many carp fishing mates over 
the years. Some of them get 
very enthusiastic about hook 
sharpening, buying jewellers 
'loops', magnifying glasses 
and all sorts to inspect 
the hook point and their 
subsequent handiwork. 

Now, on average their hook 
sizes are far smaller than 
those used for sea fishing, 
and taken as a whole those 
hooks are very sharp straight 
from the packet. It's difficult 
to make them any sharper 
than they already are but 
skilled hook honers can do it. 

However, the danger 
comes from oversharpening, 
which makes the hook point 
more vulnerable to being 
bent over, or even snapping 
at the tip, which renders 



them useless and can cost 
you fish. 

Interestingly, a couple of 
guys who were initially very 
enthusiastic subsequently 
changed their minds and 
now advise against it. 

Sharpening big sea 
hooks is a different matter 
entirely. It's not all about the 
hook point because canny 
sharpeners will try to give 
the hook a cutting-blade 
profile below the point in an 
attempt to aid penetration 
when targeting tough- 
mouthed species. 

Even when 'fettling' 
the point, most skilled 
sharpeners will only give it a 
couple of strokes to dress it. 

Hook sharpening is a 
definite skill and if you do 
decide to do it it's worth 
practising first on hooks 
that you don't intend to use. 
Hooks are cheap enough but 
make sure you dispose of 
the 'rejects' responsibly. 

Finally, it's worth 
remembering that every 
stroke of the sharpening 
stone takes metal away 
from the hook, thereby 
weakening it, so proceed 
with caution. 



QUICK-FIRE 
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Blonde Ambitions 



Q What is the best time of year to 
target blonde rays? 

James Lafferty, via e-mail 

Paul Dennis says: 

^IWith blonde rays it appears to be 
more a case of when can’t you catch 
them because they don’t appear to 
have a definite season. 

This might be due to them having 
quite a long breeding season, so while 
some of the fish aren’t interested in 
feeding at a certain time, there are 
still plenty that are. 

Late summer appears to be a good 
time to target the species from the 



shore, but it can also produce good 
results for boat anglers. 

However, it must be said that 
boat anglers have a longer season 
for blonde rays than shore anglers, 
and they can target the species right 
through the winter with good results. 
Indeed, winter sessions can often 
produce some of the biggest fish. 

One reason that more blonde rays 
aren’t caught during winter is that 
anglers are fishing almost exclusively 
for another species - cod. 

While there are some areas where 
the species overlap, the cod anglers’ 
tactics and baits, especially from the 



shore, would tend to reduce the chances 
of picking up bonus blonde rays. 

From the boats, although blonde 
rays can feature as by-catch, the size 
of baits used for cod is perhaps a bit 
too generous even for a specimen-sized 
blonde. 

Fish baits are usually more important 
for success with blonde rays than 
with some other ray species, such 
as thornbacks, which are more 
opportunistic feeders. 

Mackerel, sandeel or launce are all 
favoured blonde ray baits, especially 
when tipped with squid. Pout and 
whiting fillets can also make good baits. 
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Coloured Or Clear For Leaders? 




have had the reel exposed to 
sunlight for long periods it's 
worth a check too because 
mono lines can become very 
weak. 

With braided reel lines 
the good news is that they 
don't degrade so fast and 
will last a good long 
time. Even when they 
do become worn, braid 
lines can be reversed on 
the reel to prolong their 
useable life because the 
unused end is like a new 
line. This is handy because 
braid is more expensive 
initially. However, if you 
reverse it you should get 
twice as much use out of it, 
which halves the price in 
real terms. 

Contrasting coloured 
shockleaders can also be 
useful if the unthinkable 
happens and you get a major 
tangle. The different colours 
help in sorting the tangle out 
because it's easier to identify 
which line goes where! 



1 1UUMU Ih; L1I 

will probably not be 
at a disadvantage. 

In respect of changing reel 
lines, a clear shockleader 



will reduce the 
need to change to clear 
reel lines, but it's always 
worth checking out your reel 
line for wear and tear. If you 



Q In clear water, is it 
worth changing my 
shockleader to a clear one 
and also change the line 
on my reels? 

Liam Fitz, via 
Facebook 



A Paul Dennis 
says: 

To an extent the 
answer depends 
on how much 
night fishing 
you do, because 
brightly coloured 
shockleaders have 
a huge advantage 
under cover of 
darkness because they 
are easier to spot by 
torchlight and let you know 
how close in the fish is. 

There's also no 
disadvantage in coloured 
water to using a bright 
shockleader. 

Rig choice can also be 
key because on any rigs 
that can unfold a long, clear 



Tapered Or 

Q What are the advantages or 
disadvantages of tapered 
shockleaders compared with straight j 

ones? 

Ron Wilson, via e-mail j 

A Paul Dennis says: 

The main advantage is that it j 

produces a smaller, neater knot because j 
both lines (reel line and shockleader) j 
will be a similar diameter. Using lines of j 
similar diameter also results in stronger j 
knots. j 

Smaller knots are also less prone j 

to picking up weed, which is another j 
bonus when shore fishing, especially j 

when using rods with smaller rings, j 

such as some makes of Continental- j 

style rods. j 

The disadvantage is that when j 

changing rigs and the like, the heavier j 
'shock' section of the leader is always j 

being cut back, making it very difficult j 
to know how much of the maximum j 




popular with fixed-spool-reel users 
due to the small knot, which is easier 
to position at the base of the spool, 
allowing the coils of line to freely exit 
the reel during the cast. 



breaking strain of the 
leader remains, unless 
you use a micrometer 
to measure it. 

Obviously this 
reduction in strength 
can be dangerous if 
the breaking strain 
becomes inadequate 
for power casting 
beach leads because 
crack-offs could occur. 

With a straight 
shockleader of heavy mono 
you obviously get bigger 
knots but you do know exactly 
what breaking strain the line is 
from start to finish, and you can 
make the leader exactly as long as 
you want. 

It's also a much cheaper option to buy 
a spool of suitably heavy mono rather 
than buying tapered leaders. 

Tapered shockleaders are very 
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Making Scents Of Flavourings 



Q Do flavoured/scented bait sprays 
or jollops work and is there a way 
of boosting the appeal of natural 
baits? 

Chris Knight , via e-mail 

Paul Dennis says: 

There are a number of flavouring 
and scent sprays available that are 
marketed for use on artibcial and 
natural baits. How effective they are is 
open to debate, although some anglers 
do claim to have had good results when 
using them. 

The biggest concern for most anglers 
in respect of these additives is how 
long they last before being washed off. 



However, its reasonable to assume 
that some residual scent or flavour 
would linger for some time. 

For artibcial baits, how they 
are going to be bshed needs to be 
considered. On a fast retrieve any 
scent trail is likely to be less effective 
for the lure in question, although 
repeated casting from one spot could 
eventually draw bsh to the area. 

Slow and static bshed soft artibcial 
baits could benebt more from 
bavourings because they have more 
opportunity to draw bsh to them. 

In respect of natural baits, which 
are usually bshed static, boosting the 
scent and Favour is well established 



- cocktail baits are an example of 
this. 

However, while sprays and the 
like could work, there is plenty of 
area for experimentation with the 
baits themselves. 

Boosting the effectiveness of 
whole squid baits by hlling the body 
cavity with chopped-up lugworm 
is an often-used method and this is 
also expanded to the use of chopped 
mackerel and the like. 

For a longer-lasting scent boost, 
trout or halibut pellets are worth 
trying because these break down 
quite slowly but consistently release 
bsh- attracting scents and oils. 
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THIS MONTH... 

SHORE CASTING FIXED-SPOOL REELS 



Beach fishing has come a long way where reels 
are concerned. The earliest reels in common use 
by beach casters were wooden centrepins, often 
referred to as Scarborough reels. Simple, and quite 
useful in the hands of an expert caster, but nowhere 
near as efficient as the next popular development, 
the multiplier reel. 

However, somewhere along the way came one of 
those developments that in evolutionary terms might 
be described as a ‘dead end’ except that, like some 
other evolutionary dead ends, it survived and models 
are still in production to this day. 

That dead end is the side-cast reel - a centrepin 
that can be turned around to cast like a fixed- 
spool, then back to operate like a normal centrepin. 
Australian firm Alvey is probably the most famous 
manufacturer of this type of reel. 

But before side-cast reels were in common use, 
the fixed-spool or threadline reel, as it was originally 
known, was born. 



The first examples were designed by AH Illingworth 
around 1905, who realised that line could be more 
easily cast from a non-moving spool pointing forwards 
than it could from a revolving reel. These reels allowed 
the then modern fine silk lines to be used, but their 
prime invention was for the game fishing market, 
specifically trout spinning. 

With the materials and engineering tolerances 
available at the time, the developing fixed-spool market 
was aimed at game and coarse anglers. Although 
larger fixed-spool reels could be made, they weren’t 
sufficiently robust to be used for sea fishing. 

Soft metal gears would be easily stripped by 
repeatedly winching back heavy weights - with or 
without fish attached - and the corrosive power of 
saltwater would also have done them no favours, so 
for the rough and tumble of shore fishing, top-quality 
fixed-spool reels are quite new to the party. 

Fixed-spool reels are looked down upon by some 
shore anglers - there are even suggestions, by some, 



of them being ‘unmanly’. 

Nevertheless, they are easier to cast with than 
multiplier reels, especially for newcomers to the 
sport, and in many respects they require less 
maintenance. 

Modern reels are often fitted with sealed systems 
to prevent saltwater and sand getting into them, 
and they have easily adjustable, smoothly operating 
drags. 

With a fixed-spool reel there’s no fiddling about 
with braking systems, it’s simply ‘throw and go’. For 
this reason they are becoming very popular on the 
match scene where, teamed with longer, Continental- 
style rods, they can help anglers with the most 
basic casting technique to achieve decent casting 
distances. 

Fixed-spool reels allow anglers to use finer- 
diameter reel lines, and they are much easier to use 
with braid. For clean-ground work they are a good, 
solid choice. 



TIPS 




^ ^ Take care where the 
w Jshockleader knot 
is positioned - it should be 
at the base of the spool. 
This allows the line to peel 
smoothly from the reel 
before the knot, which adds 
friction, passes through the 
rod rings. 



Wear a 

wb fingerstall or 
casting glove when 
using a fixed-spool, 
especially one that is 
spooled up with braid 
line. Line cuts can be 
vicious if you aren’t 
careful on the cast. 



M The spool of the reel 
MUST be fully retracted 
(close to the body of the reel) 
when you cast. If the spool 
is fully extended the force of 
casting can cause the spool 
spindle to distort, rendering 
the reel useless until the 
spindle is replaced. 



^ |" Make sure that 
w 3 the clutch is fully 
locked in the on position 
and wound down as tight as 
you can prior to casting. A 
slipping spool on the cast 
can cause tangles and line 
cuts. 



This fixed-spool reel is a real looker. 
It is made for braid and has three 
shallow alloy spools, one of which is 
an eye-catching perforated design. 

An oversized soft-touch handle 
makes this reel comfortable to use, 
while 10+1 bearings make it silky 
smooth. 

With its match fishing pedigree 
this looks a cracking reel for shore 
work. 



^ A Filling the spool 
w I correctly is critical if 
you want to get the best from 
a fixed-spool reel. The line 
needs to be very close to the 
lip to avoid friction impinging 
on casting distance. It also 
prevents ‘jerking’ as the line 
hits the spool on the way out. 



T: 01903 732567 | W: www. tronixfishing. com 
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PENN AFFINITY 

The Penn Affinity fixed-spools are designed 
for long casts. With forged aluminium spools 
and slow oscillation to produce brilliant line 
lay, they work well with mono or braid. 

The manual bail arm reduces the danger 
of crack-offs due to the bail closing during 
the cast, and the reels are fully saltwater 
resistant. 

There are two models in the range, the 
7000 and larger 8000, both featuring titanium 
drive shafts and bail arms. 

The Penn Affinity range is well regarded for 
toughness and performance and is a popular 
choice with many anglers. 



Spools: 2 | Bearings: 9+1 | RRP: 7000 £129.99; 8000 £139.99 



T: 01665 602771 | W: www. uk.purefishing. com 

DAIWA TOURNAMENT SURF 5000QDA 



The only way to describe the Daiwa 
Tournament Surf 5000QDA is: “a serious 
piece of kit.” Don’t be fooled by the 5000 
in the name, this is a big reel. As you would 
expect, it has Daiwa’s mag sealed body to 
prevent nasties like salt and sand getting 
inside, and 5+1 bearings for a smooth ride. 
The powerful drag is rated at 221b and it feels 
ultra-smooth and very precise. 

The reel comes with two alloy spools, which 
will take braid or mono, while Daiwa’s cross 
wrap system ensures good line lay and long 
cast capability. The body is aluminium, for 
strength and durability, but coming in at under 
22oz this is not a heavy reel by any means. 



Spools: 2 | Bearings: 5+1 | RRP: £299.99 



T: 01698 355723 | W: www. daiwas ports, co. uk 

SHIMANO SPEEDCAST XSB 



The Speedcast XSB is Shimano’s new 
surfcasting fixed-spool. 

The compact body design makes the 
reel look as if it’s all spool - especially 
as the spool is big anyway - but thanks 
to Shimano’s X-Ship gearing you get 
phenomenal cranking power. 

With Aero Wrap II and a cold-forged 
aluminium spool you get superb line lay and 
effortless long-distance casts. A gearing 
ratio of 4.3:1 hauls in over a metre of line 
per handle turn, making retrieves fast too. 





J1 




Spools: 1 | Bearings: 3+1 | RRP: £139.99 



T: 03303 334888 I W: fish.shimano-eu.com 
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DAIWA EMCAST SURF 

The Emcast Surf 5000A from Daiwa is a 
good, no-nonsense reel that’s more than 
decent at a surprising price. Coming with 
two alloy spools and five bearings you get a 
lot for your money, and it’s a good-looking 
reel too. 

You get decent cranking power with 
a 4.1:1 ratio, a nice smooth drag and a 
twistbuster bail too. As a nice bonus the reel 
is supplied with a cloth bag to help keep it 
looking good. 



T: 01698 355723 | W: www. daiwasports. co. uk 



SHIMANO ULTEGRA XS-C 14000 




This is the smaller of the two Leeda Icon 
surf reels but it’s still big enough for 
surfcasting and obviously a bit lighter than 
its big brother. 

It has a long but fairly deep aluminium 
spool that will take 330 metres of 151b 
mono, so if you want to use braid you will 
need backing. 

But with that long spool you should get 
long casts because the line lay is decent. 

The Icon has 6 + 1 bearings and a 4:3.1 
retrieve ratio, making it a good value-for- 
money option. 



The Ultegra XS-C 14000 is designed for 
out-and-out distance casting. With an 
instant drag system that is fast and positive 
and a 2+2+1 bearing system this is a very 
smooth reel. Although this is the biggest 
reel in the range it is surprisingly compact 
thanks to the body design, and with an XT-7 
frame it’s not over heavy. Coming with two 
aluminium spools, both suited for mono or 
braid, this is a classy-looking reel with a 
great pedigree. Slow oscillation gives great 
line lay for longer casts, while a sprightly 
4.3:1 ratio gets you ready for the next cast 
in double-quick time. 



T: 03303 334888 | W: fish.shimano-eu.com 



T: 01908 442950 | W: www.leeda.co.uk 
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OKUNA TRIO REX SALT TXS - 60 




T: 01827 59659 | W: www.svendsen-sport.dk 



This impressive Okuma reel is an interesting blend 
of finesse and brute strength. Built in hybrid fashion 
using aluminium and graphite it isn’t the heaviest reel 
yet it still feels substantial. 

With machined brass pinion gears it offers good 
cranking power and a handy gear ratio of 4.5:1. 

The long-cast aluminium spool is suitable for braid 
or mono with a capacity of 310 metres of 0.35mm- 
diameter line. 

The handle looks more akin to a multiplier power 
handle - not much chance of bending it out of shape, 
and taken as a whole this is a very good-looking reel. 



T: 01613 551975 | W: www.akiosfishingtackle.com 



The Scora 80 has one of the quicker retrieve 
ratios at 4.6:1 and comes with medium and 
deep alloy spools, making it suitable for mono 
or braid. 

The main body and rotor parts are carbon 
composite for strength and lightness. 

With a dual-strength stainless-steel main 
shaft this should be a robust reel, while an 
angled spool lip should reduce friction for 
longer casts. 

The Scora 80 has a worm drive system to 
promote good line lay and comes with a cloth 
carrying bag to help keep it looking good. 




In some respects this reel is a bit of an oddball in this 
category, but there are compelling reasons why it deserves 
its place. The Akios MVR Select AK100 is not designed as a 
pure distance-casting shore reel. It has a deep, standard- 
sized aluminium spool rather than a long, tapered one. 
However, what it lacks as an ultimate distance machine it . 
gains in fighting strength and build quality. A 

The reel has seven seals to keep it seaproof, and 
10+1 bearings to provide smooth operation. 

The maximum drag at a leviathan 30kg plus a 
steady gear ratio of 4.1:1 tell you that this is a big-fish/ 
rough-ground reel. There’s no anti-reverse lever, meaning 
that fish have to be fought through the robust drag system. 
All gears are stainless steel and the drive shaft was 
probably the thickest of the reels in this category. 

It looks a tough old unit - but it comes in a velvet bag. . . 



T: 01613 551975 | W: www.akiosfishingtackle.com 
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£ 16.99 TEES.OOI 

• Original artwork 

• 100% ringspun cotton 

• Gildan Premium t-shirts 

• Price includes delivery to a UK address 



£ 16.99 TEES_005 

• Original artwork 

• 100% ringspun cotton 

• Gildan Premium t-shirts 

• Price includes delivery to a UK address 



£ 16.99 TEES_002 

• Original artwork 

• 100% ringspun cotton 

• Gildan Premium t-shirts 

• Price includes delivery to a UK address 



AVAILABLE COLOURS: 
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LURE 



LURE t-shirt 

Let the world know what you stand for 
in your fishing. Proudly displaying the 
logo of Europe’s new LURE magazine. 

Size Medium 38” £ 16.99 I LURE.002 
Size Large 40” £ 16.99 I LURE.003 

Size X-Large 42” £ 16.99 I LURE.004 

Price includes delivery to a UK address. 



LURE cap 

Lure fishing isn’t just a sport, it’s a 
culture, and looking good is a huge 
part of it. A rockin’ cap is part of the 
uniform, and this meshed trucker cap 
emblazoned with the logo of Europe’s 
new LURE magazine is out there with 
the best of them. 

£ 10.99 | LURE.001 

Price includes delivery to a UK address. 
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SIGN UP TO OUR E-NEWSLETTER AND RECEIVE SPECIAL PROMOTIONS, 
NEW PRODUCT LINES AND EVENT REMINDERS. SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS 


























#headturnmgtackle 



GOSSIP! 

The tackle everyone is talking about 






SIDEWINDER 

CRUSADER SHADS 

Named after Sidewinder’s sponsored boat 
Crusader , ; these lures proved to be winners when 
trialled aboard it. Particularly good when the 
fish are locked onto herrings and sprats, these 
weighted-head lures can also be used from the 
shore because they cast well. 

Boasting an attractive action and either 
holographic or super solid colouring - the latter for 
better silhouette definition - the Crusader shads 
come in all the popular wreck and reef colours. 

You get top-quality hooks with durable 
lures, making them a good value-for- 
money choice. Two to a pack. 



GRAUVELL 

TEKLON ROYAL 802 ROD 

With a casting range of 10-50g this is a top-end 
spinning rod. Furnished with Fuji K guides and brilliant 
fittings, this 8ft rod is fast actioned and light. 

It’s classy looking and quite understated, which in 
some ways is a shame, because if it were painted red 
or yellow it would probably attract more attention - 
not to mention a higher price. 

Make no mistake, this is a very good rod indeed 
and well worth a look if you are in the market for a 
high-calibre spinning rod. 

CONTACT 

Veals Mail Order 
T: 01275 892000 
W: veals.co.uk 
RRP: £169.99 



CONTACT 

Sidewinder 
T: 01626 293999 
W: sidewinderlures.co.uk 
RRP: £7.99 
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A9 TRONIXPRO 

V/J FIRE TAILS LURES 

Still one of the most effective wrecking 
lures, especially as the tide slackens, 
these Tronixpro Fire Tails will pick up a 
variety of species 
The hi-viz fluoro tail has plenty of 
movement, while the solid body provides 
a great silhouette. 

At five to a pack they are some of 
the most cost-effective lures out there 
as well. 



CONTACT 

Tronixpro 
T: 01903 732567 
W: tronixpro.com 



M SIDEWINDER 

SKERRIES SANDEEL 

Brilliantly realistic, these sandeel lures 
feature shimmer skins and an electric 
blue ‘lateral line’. Available in 4in and 
6in (4in, four per pack; 6in, three per 
pack) with weights of lOg and 25g 
respectively, they are a must for lure 
anglers from boat or shore. 

There aren’t many species that 
will turn their noses up at these lures 
because they boast a very realistic 
action. 



CONTACT 

Sidewinder 
T: 01626 293999 
W: sidewinderhjres.co.uk 




ABU GARCIA 

ROCKET BOAT ROD 



At 8ft 2in, this 12-20lb-class rod has 
plenty of reach and follows the current 
trend for longer boat rods. 

With braid-friendly rings it ticks plenty 
of boxes and as a true two-piece it is 
easily transportable. 

Perhaps not quite as ‘tippy’ as some 
rods in this length, it’s a good, well-built, 
no-nonsense rod that will repay the 
modest investment many times over. A 
good choice for drift fishing over wrecks 
and the lighter end of ground fishing, 
this is a versatile rod. The price may 
look entry level but the quality is well 
above that. 



CONTACT 

Pure Fishing 
T: 01665 602771 
W: uk.purefishing.com 




LANSKY 

HOOK SHARPENER 

Lansky is one of the top USA names in sharpening equipment. 

This handy hook sharpener has three grooves to take hooks 
of different sizes and is easy to use. It’s very portable and comes 
with a split ring to allow it to be attached to a lanyard or similar. 

A handy gizmo at a pocket-money price. 



CONTACT 

Lansky 

T: 0161 785 8073 
W: hlades.co.uk 
RRP: £ 4.80 
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TRONIXPRO 

FOLDING DROP NET 

This rectangular drop net folds in half for 
easy transportation, yet locks positively 
in place when in use. As you would expect 
from Tronixpro, this is a well-thought-out 
design at a good price. Essential if fishing 
from piers or other high spots, the net 
comes complete with a long, strong rope. 

Rubberised mesh makes it ‘shake dry’ 
and reduces smells in the car on the way 
home. 



CONTACT 

Tronixpro 
T: 01903 732567 
W: tronixpro.com 



FLADEN 

MAXXIMUS PREDATOR CONRAD 
SOFTY LURES 

These monster lures - already big - seem 
to have got even bigger. Now available 
in 25.5 centimetres, these are definitely 
big-fish lures. Okay, it’s anglers heading to 
Norway or Iceland that might be packing 
a few of these soft-plastic lures, but even 
modest cod in our home waters will tackle 
these, and because of the size you don’t 
always need a lot of lead. 

i FLADEN 

’ready-loaded rig wallet 

You get 10 different rigs in this wallet, 
largely of the feather variety, so very 
handy for sorting bait for boat trips, or 
even using from the shore. Once they have 
gone you can use the wallet for your own 
rigs. A nice, simple way of keeping things 
tidy. 



CONTACT 

Fladen 

T: 01305 821 111 
W: fladenfishing.org. ilk 



ADDICTED TO ANGLING 

- MIKE THRUSSELL 

One of the most eagerly awaited books in 
sea angling, Addicted To Angling by Mike 
Thrussell is a brilliant read. 

It’s a great account of Mike’s angling 
days and ways, and as well as being 
entertaining there are some great nuggets 
offish-catching information. Published by 
Peridot Press, if this one is a success - 
and it will be - get ready for a sequel. 

In the meantime, buy this and enjoy it! 



CONTACT 

ISBN: 978 - 1 - 909717 - 47-3 
W: johncattbookshop.com 
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4 4 FLADEN 

I I VERMZ 

It’s the sandworm patterns of these 
artificial baits that are likely to attract the 
attention of sea anglers - but there are 
other patterns that might work as well, 
especially for LRF enthusiasts. 

These scented sandworms are boosted 
with amino acids and are at their best when 
used as spinning lures or mounted on 
spinners as an added attractor. Very handy 
to have in your bag, they are available in a 
variety of colours. 



CONTACT 

Fladen 

T: 01305 821 111 
W: Jladenfishing.org.uk 




OCTOPLUS 

CARRYALL BOX 



This 41 x 22 x 25cm box is one of the 
toughest out there. 

It has a strong carry handle that folds 
out of the way, a handy lift-out tray and 
secure clips at the front to hold the 
hinged lid in place. 

It’s plenty strong enough to sit on, 
and it’s a decent choice for shore and 
boat anglers alike. It’s pretty waterproof 
too. 



CONTACT 

Octoplus 
T: 01282 687315 
W: octoplus.co.uk 



4 9 ABU GARCIA 

I J ROCKET TWIN TIP SURF ROD 

This versatile 15ft 6in rod comes with 
two complete tip sections rated at 2-4oz 
and 4-6oz, covering most clean-ground 
situations. 

It has a sliding reel fitting to allow 
multiplier or fixed-spool reels to be used 
and features braid-friendly rings. 

With 1 5ft 6in to play with, a simple 
overhead thump should get you plenty 
of distance, while the ‘English style’ tip 
sections are furnished with rings big 
enough to cope with weedy situations. 

A lot of rod at a very competitive 
price. 



CONTACT 

Pure Fishing 
T: 01665 602771 
W: uk.purejtshing.com 




FLADEN 

KAYAK RIGS 

Designed for kayak anglers, it’s noticeable that these 
rigs have slightly lighter lines than would be used for 
most standard boat rigs. 

Worth a look for the budget-conscious angler - 
you couldn’t buy the components for the price of a 
these rigs. Jp 



CONTACT 

Fladen 

T: 01305 821 111 
W: fiadenfishing.org.uk 

RRP: 99p 
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INTRODUCING 
THE NEW DEEP BLUE 
TITANIUM BOAT RODS 



AVAILABLE S - 30 LB CLASS 

ALPS SOLID 100% 
TITANIUM GUIDES - LIGHT 
WEIGHT AND STRONG 

RING-LOCK' SYSTEM WITH ZIRCONIUM 
RING LINERS THAT LOCK IN PLACE AND 





Rnd us m, 

facebook 



CALL US ON 01757 334933 

FOR FULL DETAILS AND YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST 

www.snowbee.co.uk 




VASS-ULTRA 

ULTRA WIDE 
25MM 

TRIPLE BONDED 
SEAM 



700 EDITION 

HEAVY DUTY WADERS 



' ] 



VA700-70T 
Chest Wader 

RIP £89.95 

(non-studded) 

VA700-71T 
Chest Wader 

RRP £97.95 

(studded) 



VA700-72T 
Chest Wader 

- 1 RRP £^37.95 

(Vass mega studded) 



3 
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TOUGH BREATHABLE CHEST WADERS 

RRP from £249 

VM305-70E (Non-studded) 
VM305-71E (Studded) 




SEE OUR FULL RANGE AND CATCH THE VIDEO A' 

■ | 



iCM'if.VASS-TEH.frfir 




VASS PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 
FROM LEADING TACKLE DEALERS 



LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK 










Sidewinder 



Paul Dennis puts a snag-avoiding lure 

through its paces. 



eedless lures - do they do what they say 
on the tin? 

I go back long enough to remember the 
original Abu Flamingo Giller lures, which 
featured two wires intended to keep the lure snag 
free. 

In practice, and I used them with the enthusiasm 
of any youngster who believes the advertising blurb, 
they weren’t as snag free as claimed. 

True, I cast them right into the snaggiest areas I 
could find, certain that real lunkers were lurking, but 
getting the spoon back required a lot of heave-ho. 

Whatever they were, weedless wasn’t part of it, 
and the action was nothing to write home about 
either. 

The unfortunate by-product of the wire prongs 
was that while they didn’t keep the lures weed free 
they did an admirable job in keeping them fish 
free. I never attracted a pike determined enough 
to get hooked. 

So, weedless lures have a bit of a chequered 
career in my book, but I had a rethink when I first 
saw the Sidewinder Weedless Minnows. First, I 
was impressed by the finish on them. The imitative 
patterns had nice scale-like markings and were in just 
the sort of colour combinations that I’ve done well on 
when fish were feeding hard on naturals. 

The hooks slot away easily into the soft plastic 
bodies and remain hidden very nicely, but they 
come into play when pressure is put on. 

So far so good in the looks department - how 
did they fish? 

Well, giving the lures the usual drag-past 
test on a boat trip revealed plenty of action 
from the paddle tail. In fact, there’s enough 
life to easily feel it down the rod too. 

The lures certainly don’t hide the 
hooks from fish on the take either. 

Small school bass got nailed easily, 



but happily were pretty easy to unhook too. 

After several fish the lures still looked great, so 
they are durable as well, but up to that point I’d not 
tried them in any really snaggy situations. 

First off was an estuary session trundling the 
Minnows back with the current. The estuary is 
pretty rough with plenty of snags, but a gentle lift 
saw the lure bounce out of them without hooking up 
fast. No fish fell during that session, but there were 
no missed takes either. Again, so far so good. 

Next up was a session on an area where anglers’ 
lines festooned the bottom - a real cat’s cradle. 

Again, the lure could be felt hitting the lines but 
it bumped over them with a firm but gentle pull. It 
was a different story when fish hit it; even takes on 
the drop were converted as the hook came out and 
did its job. 

With their weighted heads these lures cast very 
well, and by letting the line slack they have action 
on the way down too. 

I’ve even given them a go on wreck trips. It’s 
hard to evaluate their effectiveness in these 
circumstances due to lack of knowledge of the 
structure, and yes I did eventually lose one, but that 
was fewer than the numbers I normally lose. 

There was no reduction in hook-ups and the 
normal ‘keep on winding’ technique still nailed 
as many cod and pollack as usual, but strangely, 
possibly fewer pout. Although I can’t be too sure on 
that - it could have been a quiet pout day. 

Overall, I rate these lures very highly. It’s worth 
having a few in your lure bag for testing conditions, 
not least because if the worst does happen, and 
the weedless fails to function, they aren’t the most 
expensive of lures to lose. You get two per pack and 
they are available in four sizes and weights. 

Weedless? Yes - on the basis that no lure will 
ever be totally snag free. Fishless? Definitely not - 
fish like them. . . a lot. 11 
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ALL NEW PENN RODS & COMBO DEALS 




OUR PRICE 
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At lift 6in, this lightweight, slim 
diameter, 24-ton carbon blank is designed to be 
held for long periods. The action is fast taper with 
a quickly stiffening mid-section and stiff butt to 
give greater casting power, but with a nice sensitive 
tip designed to protect soft baits like peeler but still 
retain excellent bite detection. Fitted with Fuji 0 and L 
rings, and aluminium reel seat, and comes complete 
in a hard carry case. Casts 2-4oz. 



SPMEKm 



8RAID 



Why not take advantage of this month’s combo deal 
and buy the rod with the Penn Surfblaster 7000 and 
Spiderwire EZ Braid for the low price of £189.99. 



The new Rampage Surf Beach rod is perfect for almost 
all aspects of beach angling around UK shores. 

This 13ft model is rated 4-6oz and features a three piece 
24-ton carbon blank, unique hybrid ringing suitable for fixed 
spool or multiplier use 

with Fuji rings throughout the length, and aluminium reel 
seat. The fast, progressive action is designed to get the 
very best from a simple overhead thump, but delivers 
maximum power. It comes complete with a hard carry case. 



Buy with the Penn Surfblaster 8000 and Spiderwire EZ 
Braid for only £189.99 - saving yourself £20 on the RRP 



RAMPAGE II 15FT 9IN BEACH 



The new Rampage Surf Beach rod is perfect for 
almost all aspects of beach angling around the UK shores. 
This 15ft 9in model is rated 4-6oz and features a three piece 
24-ton carbon blank, with unique hybrid ringing suitable for 
either fixed spool or multiplier use and Fuji rings throughout 
the length, plus aluminium reel seat. Comes complete with a 
hard carry case. 



BRAID 



This month it is one of our featured combo deals. Buy with 
the Penn Surfblaster 8000 and Spiderwire EZ Braid for only 
£209.99 - saving yourself £40 on the RRP 



View the whole range at: www.gerrysfishing.com or www.gerryslurefishingtackle.co.uk T: 01524 422146 








SHORE FISHING tipierfishingforfun 




Wayne Thomas reports on a jun day out for all the family. 




I n 2012 I was approached as 
chairman of Combe Martin 
SAC to see if we could organise 
a fishing event or competition 
in conjunction with a new maritime 
festival - Sea Ilfracombe. We chatted 
about it at our committee meeting 
and came up with a formula we hoped 
would fit the bill. 

It would be entitled Fun Fishing! 
Special guests would be invited to come 
and chat with local anglers. We would 
also have a fishing competition aimed 



primarily at families, young people and 
anyone else who wanted to take part, 
the whole ethos being fun, nothing too 
competitive or serious. 

The first year, 2012, was very much 
trial-and-error. I rang around and 
secured guests, including Ben Field and 
his partner from Art of Fishing, who 
demonstrated the latest LRF lures and 
tactics. I also invited representatives 
from the Angling Trust and Inshore 
Fisheries Conservation Authority 
(IFCA). 



The idea was for anglers to have 
the opportunity to engage with our 
guests and for the guests to have the 
opportunity to promote their own 
agendas. I also liaised with the local 
aquarium, which agreed to help 
identify any unusual species and also 
accept live fish for their displays. 

The venue for this was Ilfracombe 
Pier, one of very few venues in North 
Devon to offer a safe platform suitable 
for this style of event. The venue offers 
a wide range of species but its main 
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#pieifishingjbrfun SHORE FISHING 



ILFRACOMBE PIER ^ 

This has a long history of 
producing a wide variety of species 
throughout the year. Last year a 
conger of 43lb set a new shore 
record for North Devon. Cod, ray, 
dogfish and bass are also landed, 
with wrasse, mackerel, garfish and 
plaice common catches during the 
summer months. 




fishing area is only exposed for two and 
a half hours each side of low water. 

On the first Fun Fishing we hoped 
for good weather and just about 
got away with it. Light drizzle fell 
throughout but not enough to totally 
dampen the spirits. The competition 
was based upon number of species and 
on this first year we ran it on a points 
basis, with each fish gaining points 
in addition to the species tally. The 
winning family scored 115 points and 
landed nine species. Local tackle shops, 




ILFRACOMBE WAS BUZZING WITH TOURISTS AS I 
ARRIVED AT THE PIER WITH THE SUN BLAZING DOWN 
FROM A CLEAR BLUE SKY. 



The Art of Fishing and the aquarium 
all generously donated prizes. 

While we did not have a huge 
turnout, those who attended and took 
part enjoyed the event and said it had 
been worthwhile. 

So the seeds were sown for further 
Fun Fishings, which followed in 2013, 
2014 and 2015. The basic formula has 
not changed dramatically since that 
first year, although we have tried to 
simplify the competition element. 

The guests have included IFCA 
representatives, kayaking experts and 
the coastguard. 

The 2015 Fun Fishing was held on 
Sunday, September 6th. We had two 
members of the local coastguard, 

Alan Strong and Adrian Homer, 
who mingled with the anglers and 
passers-by talking about their work 
and offering advice on safety both on 
the water and beside it. Libby Ross 
represented the Devon and Severn 
Inshore Fisheries and Conservation 
Authority, promoting fish conservation 
while introducing and discussing 
fishery legislation with the anglers 
present. 



Following on from previous years' 
lessons I had suggested a very simple 
competition format. The main prize 
was for the most species caught by a 
competitor under 18. The remaining 
prizes would be for longest fish and 
heaviest fish with runner-up prizes in 
each category. 

The event was set to start at 3pm 
as the tide ebbed, exposing the lower 
landing, and was timed to finish 
at 6pm, with a warning that we 
must clear the decks before 6.30pm 
in readiness for the return of the 
historic Waverley paddle steamer. 

Its the worlds last sea-going paddle 
steamer, built in 1947 to replace the 
original ship sunk during the war 
in 1940 and famously bought by the 
Paddle Steamer Preservation Society 
for £1 in 1975. She was due to dock 
as part of its round trip from Wales 
to Ilfracombe, with an excursion to 
Lundy Island before returning to 
Wales; a fine spectacle to end our Fun 
Fishing for the second year running. 

Ilfracombe was buzzing with 
tourists as I arrived at the pier with 
the sun blazing down from a clears 
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blue sky. The water was lapping the 
landing stages as anglers gathered 
ready to take their places. I greeted our 
guests, giving a brief rundown on the 
loose plan for the day. A wallpapering 
table was set up in the centre of the 
fishing area as base and a focal point 
for our guests to display pamphlets 
and chat with passers-by. 

I gathered the names of those fishing 
and added them to the competition 
sheet, encouraging all to enter the free 
event. More than 20 were soon listed 
and within seconds of lines in, fish 
were being registered, tiny pouting 
and poor cod initially seeming to grab 
every bait offered, prompting me to 
seek expert advice from Libby as to the 
prime defining features between the 
two species. The main distinguishing 
feature being “the origin of the first 
anal hn beneath the space between the 
first and second dorsal fins or anterior 
to it.” (Key to the Fishes of Northern 
Europe by Alwynne Wheeler). This 
out-of-print book is undoubtedly the 
definitive guide to fish identification in 
northern Europe. 

Simon Silvester, who had brought 
along his two daughters, had elected 
to use float fishing tactics and soon 
connected with garfish that leapt from 
the water as they were brought to the 
shoreline. Excellent bait for conger 
and bass, they were quickly stowed 



away for use on autumn and winter 
nights to come. 

Rock gobies, common blennies, 
tompot blennies and scorpion fish 
started to come to hand on a regular 
basis, bringing pleasing smiles to 
several young captors’ faces. Ballan 
wrasse also brought welcome rattles 
to the rod tips as they seized small 
ragworm baits. 



Favourite tactics for this fun 
fishing session were small segments 
of ragworm fished down the edge on 
either LRF gear or quivertip rods. Tiny 
hooks down to size 14s sorted out the 
mini species, a far cry from the sea 
fishing I grew up with where a size 1 
hook was considered small. 

I have noticed that there has been a 
general move away from the artificial 
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RESULTS ^ 

Most Species A tie between 
Charlie Stanway, Dion 
Edwards, Mia Michaela and 
Rhyn Silvester, all of whom 
landed seven species. 

Longest Fish Effle Welch - 
garfish 46.5 centimetres 

Heaviest Fish Dan Welch and 
Rhyn Silvester with lOoz grey 
mullet 

Many thanks to High Street 
Tackle, Ilfracombe; Variety 
Sports, Ilfracombe ; Braunton 
Baits and North Devon Tackle, 
Barnstaple who all donated 
valuable prizes. 




Marukyu Isome worm-type baits to 
natural baits fished on LRF-type rigs. 

If the bottom is snaggy, a cheaper 
option to jigheads is to use a swan shot 
a few inches from the hook or as the 
weight in a drop-shot setup. A natural 
ragworm fished on a small jighead will 
outfish an artificial bait nine times 
out of 10. 1 am not saying that there 
is no place for artificial baits, though, 
because they are extremely convenient 
and also clean to use. 

A couple of anglers did fish 
conventional rigs and baits at longer 
range, hoping to pick up a dogfish 
or smoothhound, but their rod tips 
remained motionless. 

Daniel Welch introduced a few 
handfuls of mashed bread and targeted 
grey mullet that could be seen as 
shadows close to the pier. A large 
pinch of breadflake soon brought a 
quiver to the sensitive rod tip. This 
was undoubtedly either small mullet 
or smelt, several of which had already 
been landed on the ultra-light tackle 
being employed. 

After a few minutes the quivertip 
registered a better bite and a mullet 
was added to the species tally. Quick 
to adapt, Rhyn Silvester baited with 
breadflake and was also rewarded with 
a small grey mullet. 

A lobster also grabbed a bait offered 
by Rhyn and was scrutinised by Libby, 
who measured the carapace to ensure 
that the tasty crustacean was above the 
minimum size of 87 millimetres. 

Young Jack Phillips made another 
unusual catch of an octopus, which 



fascinated everybody present before 
being carefully released. 

The three hours of Fun Fishing 
certainly flew past, as fishing trips do. 
Such events work on several levels, 
encouraging closer links with bodies 
that have links with anglers. The 
Devon and Severn IFCA is vital in 
formulating management policies and 
enforcing them. The coastguards are 
an emergency service that often picks 
up the pieces when anglers make 
errors in judgement or get caught 
out by an unforgiving environment. 
According to a leaflet published by 
the RNLI, 1,200 anglers were rescued 
from around the coast last year. The 



event also brought together anglers of 
different generations and encouraged 
interaction with the non-angling 
public, who perhaps got what it was 
all about. 

With Waverley due to dock at 6.30pm 
it was a rather rushed presentation of 
prizes, with Rob Lawson, the harbour 
master, ushering us along. A pleasing 
touch was the arrival of the town crier 
to thank all who had entered the Fun 
Fishing event. 

By the time Waverley arrived all was 
packed up. We will do the same again 
next year I am sure, perhaps tinkering 
with the formula having learnt a few 
lessons. SB 
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Andy Miller brings 
you all the national 
and international 
tournament casting 
results. 




KEY 



Assume all casts are 
pendulum style unless 
stated B (for back cast) or 
OTG (for off-the-ground) 
F/S = Fixed spool 
PBs in bold 

Court records in bold and 
underlined 

300yds+ In red 



UKSF Masters Final 

Huntingdon Racecourse, Huntingdon, Cambs - 
October 18th. 

Weather - damp to start with after a shower, then dry and overcast; 11°C to 
15°C; wind 2mph to 6mph NNE/NE. 



Caster 


Overall 


lOOg 1 125g 


150g 1 175g 


Jason Carter 


258.76 


258.52 


258.76 


Andy Copping 


256.25 


256.25 


243.31 


Danny Moeskops 


252.06 


252.06 


251.63 


Duane Lockwood - BC 


246.50 


225.86 240.10 


246.50 235.67 


Mike Grant 


242.70 




242.70 229.12 


Owan Moyle 


242.16 


225.33 


242.16 231.61 


Brad Kinnair- Jnr 


241.59 


225.13 


241.59 


Jamie Blakeman - OTG 


240.58 


222.71 


240.58 224.61 


Steve Boyt 


236.40 


227.30 


236.40 219.77 


Matt Russell 


233.78 


231.92 


233.78 


Lee Adams 


233.67 


232.88 


233.67 217.95 


Kristian Leslie 


231.66 


231.32 


231.66 


Garry Dickerson 


230.23 


230.23 


220.25 


Barry Blakeman 


222.09 


222.09 


215.71 


Ricky Nash 


221.09 


210.11 221.09 


197.83 


Keith Carter 


216.42 


216.42 212.55 




Andy Miller 


210.20 


192.33 210.20 




Kim Tester 


206.48 


205.65 206.48 




Barrie Davies 


202.68 


201.40 202.68 


202.41 


Dennis Retter 


202.61 


202.04 202.61 




Bob Murray - BC 


199.52 


199.52 


190.45 


Paul Mayhew 


197.94 


197.94 


197.83 


Colin Blackburn 


197.41 


197.41 192.65 




Colin Howlett 


187.38 


187.38 




Stephen Derraven 


186.92 




186.92 


Tony Weaver 


181.62 


181.42 


181.62 


Caster 


Overall 


75g 




Jake Mayhew - Jnr 


99.37 


99.37 




Special Invitees 


Overall 


100g 125g 


150g 175g 


Danny Stone 


237.31 


237.31 




Martin Osborne 


234.41 


234.41 




Wesley LaGaisee 


229.80 


229.80 


213.23 


Lee Barrow 


NCR 






Lee Isham 


NCR 







Distances in metres 



2015 British Championship 

sponsored by The Rocket Reel Company 



The format was the best three scores from the Grand Prix events plus the 
score from the Masters Final, with the caster with the highest score being 
crowned the 2015 British Champion. 





Caster 


GP1 


GP2 


GP3 


GP4 


Masters 


Total 


1st 


Jason Carter 


50 


- 


49 


50 


50 


199 


2nd 


Andy Copping 


49 


50 


50 


- 


49 


198 


3rd 


Duane Lockwood 


44 


48 


48 


49 


48 


193 


4th 


Owan Moyle 


46 


49 


47 


- 


47 


189 


5th 


Mick Grant 


47 


47 


- 


48 


46 


188 


6th 


Jamie Blakeman 


45 


43 




47 


42 


177 


7th 


Lee Adams 


41 


46 


43 


40 


44 


174 


8th 


Matt Russell 


40 


39 


42 


45 


43 


170 


9th 


Steve Boyt 


36 


38 


44 


46 


41 


169 


10th 


Garry Dickerson 


37 


41 


45 


43 


39 


168 


=1 1th 


Kristian Leslie 


38 


42 


41 


42 


40 


165 


=1 1th 


Brad Kinnair 


32 


44 


- 


44 


45 


165 


13th 


Bazz Blakeman 


34 


40 


39 


38 


38 


155 


14th 


Ricky Nash 


35 


37 


37 


37 


37 


148 


15th 


Kim Tester 


31 


34 


36 


35 


35 


140 


=16th 


Andy Miller 


30 


35 


38 


- 


32 


135 


=16th 


Jay Lee 


48 


36 


46 


41 


- 


135 


18th 


Barrie Davies 


33 


32 


33 


34 


34 


134 


19th 


Bob Murray 


25 


33 


35 


33 


29 


130 


20th 


Keith Carter 


26 


31 


- 


36 


36 


129 


21st 


Dennis Retter 


28 


29 


31 


32 


33 


125 


22nd 


Steven Swales 


39 


45 


40 


39 


- 


124 


23rd 


Colin Blackburn 


29 


30 


32 


29 


30 


121 


24th 


Paul Mayhew 


27 


28 


34 


- 


31 


120 


25th 


Tony Weaver 


- 


- 


30 


30 


28 


88 


26th 


Stephen Derraven 


- 


27 


29 


31 


- 


87 


27th 


Kevin Southey 


43 


- 


- 


- 


- 


43 


28th 


John Hooley 


42 


- 


- 


- 


- 


42 


29th 


Colin Howlett 


24 


- 


- 


- 


- 


24 
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Uhittingthehorizon CASTING 



East Coast Casting Club 

Driffield, Yorks - October 3rd. 

Conditions - sunny, wind NW, W, SW, 0 to 3mph: 10 casters, four NCR. 




Suffolk Sportscast 

Purdis Farm, Ipswich, Suffolk - October 3rd. 

There were 16 casters of whom five did not measure. 




NWSA 

Sandy Villa Farm, Cockerham, Lancs - October 4th. 

Conditions - sunny at times, wind variable: 16 casters. 

A hard day with very little wind and high pressure. Thank you for all who 
attended, without you it would not be a show and well done to those with 
PBs, and finally well done to Owan on the new court record. 




Sussex Casting Club 

Steyning, West Sussex - October 4th. 

A good day was had by all; wind was SSE all day down the court, a lovely 
warm day with a little bit of high pressure, which made the casting slightly 
difficult as the air was heavy. Well done to John for taking the day, he 



seemed to enjoy himself as did we all. Thanks everybody for turning up and 
helping to set up the court. Welcome to Phil and George as new members. 



Caster 1 


lOOg 


125g 


150g 1 


John Hooley 




243.10 


232.55 


Garry Dickerson 




233.73 


227.85 


Neil Jones 




221.95 


216.05 


Paul Macintyre 




219.70 


213.10 


Kim Tester 


208.90 


207.40 




John South 




190.00 




Howard Bishop 




180.00 


179.00 


Peter Payne - OTG FS 




148.00 




Phil Loe 






130.00 


George Luxford 






97.00 



Distances in metres 



Cymraeg Casting 

Fonmon Castle, Cardiff - October 4th. 

Weather - dry, lOmph to 14mph SE winds. 

Excellent day at Cymraeg Casting with some great distances from the top 
table. Andrew Sheehan just managed to hold off Neil Colston-Bragg and 
Matthew Russell. Adam Morgan increased his court record and new PB on 
the 200g with a distance of 220.50 metres. Two new casters - Lewis Hobrow 
and Ben Eastman - set some PB casts over the 200m line too, great first 
attempts. 
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Kent Sportcast 

Tilmanstone, Kent - October 11th. 

Conditions - wind E/ESE/NE 0 to lOmph, dry: 14 casters. 

A reasonably good day for casting. Initially a cross court easterly wind. Later 
changing going down court. With high pressure big distances were never 
going to be easy. Well done to Martin having the furthest cast of the day 
and a PB. Also well done to Danny, Roly and newcomer Aidan with their PBs 
(Aidan increased his by 40 metres). Many thanks to those who cleared away 
the court. 




NESA 

Kirkletham Showground, Redcar - October 11th. 



Weather conditions - dry and overcast, wind SE 2mph to 7mph. 



Caster 




50g 


T 


125g 


150g 


200g 




Alan Varley 










244.33 






Ian Render 








237.30 


239.95 






Jamie Blakeman - OTG 








238.80 


236.23 






Owam Moyle 










238.70 


236.60 




Brad Kinnair- Jnr 








231.06 


235.06 


226.50 




Dave Sugden 










230.77 






Lee Barrow 










227.65 






Bazz Blakeman 








226.42 


219.86 






Syd Burtcher 








224.72 








Chris Woodrow 










222.76 






Keith Carter 








212.80 








Gary Howard 










196.56 






Darren Gilles - OTG 








193.00 


193.00 






Phil Darby 








186.38 








Tommy Harland - FS 








165.00 








Logan Swales - Jnr 




38.90 












Distances in metres 



Westward Casting Association 

Cardinham, Cornwall - October 11th. 



Conditions - wind ENE 5mph to lOmph, dry and overcast: 13 casters, five 
DNR. 



Caster I 


1 ioog 1 


1 125g 1 


1 150g 1 


1 175g 1 


Andy Copping 


289 


290 


299 


279 


Neil Colston-Bragg 




285 




274 


John Hooley 




275 


268 




Phil Jones 




267 






Varian Lea 




259 


257 




Phil Stares 






255 




John Hook 




250 






Wayne Harwood 






241 




Distances in yards 



Suffolk Sportscast 

Purdis Farm, Ipswich, Suffolk - October 11th. 

There were 17 casters of whom two did not measure . 

It was mainly sunny and warm with a 4mph to 9mph E wind. Well done to 
Jason Carter on winning the day and to Jake Mayhew on his PB while giving a 
multiplier a go for the first time. Thank you to everybody who cast today and 
for all help during the day. 




East Coast Casting Club 

Driffield, Yorks - October 17th. 



Conditions - sunny, wind cross N/NE, 14mph to 20mph: 10 casters. 



Caster 


125g 


150g 


Rob Smith - BC 




252-2-06 


Gary Howard 


213-1-00 




Steve Cooper - OTG 




212-0-08 


Steve Lemm - BC 




193-0-00 


Bruce Marlborough 


178-0-00 




Reece - Jnr 


70-0-00 





Distances in yards, feet and inches 



South Wales Casting Club 

Llancarfan, Vale of Glamorgan, Wales - October 
18th. 

Weather - dry, 13°C, wind 4mph to 9mph N,NW, l,022mbs. 

Casting at our new, unfamiliar venue saw a familiar name on top, with the 
competition to beat Neil Bragg as hot as ever in the cool high-pressure 
atmosphere. 



Caster 


ioog 


125g 


150g 


175g 


Neil Colston-Bragg 




265-2-00 


265-0-04 




Andrew Sheehan 


257-1-00 


260-1-00 




261-1-05 


Adam Morgan 


250-0-01 




261-0-01 




Milo Bjegovic 




249-0-07 


255-0-01 


252-0-05 


Meirion Pritchard 




255-0-01 






Phil Jones 


235-0-01 


248-0-01 






Dai Thomas 




239-2-03 


239-2-00 




Jerome Curtis 






215-1-08 




Brian Sweet 




203-0-01 


204-0-01 





Distances in yards, feet and inches 
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Kent Sportcast 

Tilmanstone, Kent - October 25th. 

Conditions - wind WNW, NE, ESE 0 to 3mph, dry and sunny: 11 casters. 
High pressure and no wind , not ideal conditions for casting PB distances. 
Well done to Darren on having the furthest casts on the day. 



Caster 1 


lOOg 


!25g 


150g 


!75g 


Darren Brooks 


215.15 


222.94 


220.82 


209.22 


Mark Ward 




208.75 


203.00 




Derek Regan 






198.50 




Roly Cannon - FS 




198.00 




195.00 


John French 




184.50 






Pete Brown 






166.00 




Aidan May 






155.00 




Distances in metres | 



Surfcast Wales 

Pembrey, Carmarthenshire - October 25th. 

Weather - dry, winds SE lOmph to 14 mph: eight casters (4-Lead Aggregate) 
Surfcast Wales held the Annual Club Championships this month; the 
competition comprised a 4-Lead Aggregate with only three casts on 
each lead. It was close all the way between Neil Colston-Bragg and 
Andrew Sheehan; however, Andrew held off the former champ, winning 
the tournament. Brian Sillman won Group 2, with a great effort by Jerome 
Curtis showing good form, coming second in Group 2. Milo Bjegovic cast the 
furthest of the day after the Aggregate comp had finished. The club is now 
under new management, due to the whole committee resigning. Onwards and 
upwards from here, thanks to Jerome Curtis, farewell to the old management, 
all the best. 



NWSA 

Sandy Villa Farm, Cockerham, Lancs - October 
25th. 

Conditions - sunny at times, wind SSW variable: 20 casters. 

Thank you for all in attendance, a great day with some new faces and 
hopefully some more to return. 



Alan Varley 
Brad Kinnair - Jnr 
Kristian Leslie 
Andy Byrom 
MarkArmer 



Len Williams - BC 
Bruce Marlborough 
Ian Woodruff 
Jack Gargan - Jnr 
Neville Shaw 



Distances in yards, feet and inches 



243-0-11 



264-0-10 



248-2-03 

240-1-05 



201 - 0-00 

180-0-00 

157-0-00 



270-1-05 

256-1-06 

255-0-07 



131-0-00 

125-0-00 



243-2-10 



4-Lead Aggregate 1 


Caster Group 1 


lOOg 


125g 


150g 


175g 


Andrew Sheehan 


225.00 


237.35 


236.57 


231.20 


Neil Colston-Bragg 


228.30 


231.73 


231.40 


233.20 


Will Irving 


190.24 


177.42 


209.33 


213.59 


Milo Bjegovic 


215.22 


223.30 


0.00 


221.70 


Caster Group 2 


lOOg 


125g 


150g 


175g 


Brian Sillman 


196.54 


184.49 


197.98 


199.34 


Jerome Curtis 


193.28 


198.87 


178.73 


183.70 


Ian Williams 


189.02 


180.64 


177.44 


177.32 


Kev Shortman 


185.22 


189.35 


183.73 


177.32 


Distances in metres | 



Open Casting. 



Bob Collins - BC 226-1-09 226-1-00 


Caster 


lOOg 


125g 


150g 


175g 


Darren Gillies 221-1-02 


Milo Bjegovic 


222.00 


243.96 


241.00 


221.70 


Simon Wells - FS 220-1-02 


Andrew Sheehan 


225.00 


237.50 


241.30 


231.20 


Colin Blackburn 219-1-07 


Neil Colston-Bragg 


228.30 


231.73 


231.40 


228.30 


Dez Hardy - BC 216-0-02 


Will Irving 


200.20 


216.55 


209.33 


213.59 


John Walker 213-1-03 


Brian Sillman 


196.54 


184.49 


210.39 


199.34 


Gary Howard - BC 212-2-10 


Ian Williams 


189.02 


180.64 


209.50 


177.32 


John Pirie 212-2-03 


Jerome Curtis 


193.28 


203.42 


178.72 


183.70 


Pete Ingham 203-1-05 


Kev Shortman 


185.22 


189.35 


183.73 


177.32 


Andrew Collins 202-0-11 178-2-01 


Distances in metres 



East Coast Casting Club 

Driffield, Yorks - October 31st. 

Conditions - sunny, wind 5mph to lOmph SSE: eight casters. 



Suffolk Sportscast 

Purdis Farm, Ipswich, Suffolk - October 25th. 

There were 13 casters of whom three did not measure. 

It was dry and bright with a WNW 0 to lmph breeze and high pressure. 

Well done to Duane Lockwood on winning the day and the Members’ 175g 
challenge. Also, well done to Paul Dawes and Scott Rannochan on their PBs. 



Caster 1 


lOOg 


125g 


150g 


175g 


Ian Render 




249-2-10 


253-1-01 


253-0-05 


Jay Lee 






243-2-00 


226-0-00 


Jim Bean 






240-1-00 


228-1-08 


Rob Moulton-Smith - BC 






223-1-07 




Dave Kay 




221-1-00 


215-0-00 




Bruce Marlborough 




169-1-00 






Gordon Allen 






149-0-06 




Scott Render- Jnr 


38-1-04 









Caster 1 


1 125g [ 


1 15 °S 1 


1 175g 1 


Duane Lockwood - BC 




234.37 


236.04 


Steve Boyt - OTG 




222.50 


226.70 


Paul Dawes 




212.60 


215.00 


Warren Jarvis 






209.87 


Kim Tester 


203.55 






Bob Murray - BC 


199.70 


187.80 




Ron Archer 


196.85 


193.20 




Paul Mayhew 


192.00 




186.00 


Scott Rannochan 




187.00 




Dave Venables 






153.12 



Distances in metres 



Distances in yards, feet and inches 



Upcoming Events 

December 2015 

12th Kent Sportcast, Tilmanstone, Kent 

13th Westward CA, Cardinham, Cornwall 

13th Surfcast Ireland, Newtown mo untkennedy, Wicklow, Ireland 

20th Weymouth CC, Dorchester, Dorset 

27th Kent Sportcast, Tilmanstone, Kent 

27th Surfcast Wales, Pembrey, Carmarthenshire 



January 2016 
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BOAT FISHING #weymouthrays 



Doing It 





Paul Dennis finds 
that Weymouth 
blondes can play 
hard to get 



M any months ago - March to 
be precise - I’d discussed 
a trip for blonde rays with 
Supanova, Weymouth 
skipper, Lyle Stantiford. After 
consulting his tide tables, Lyle came 
up with a date in early November. It 
was a good fit with the TSF production 
schedule so it was pencilled in. Now, as 
we all know, there’s many a difference 
between booking a trip and that trip 
taking place, but against all odds the 
obligatory prior-evening call had Lyle 
confirming that it would be a goer. 

“There will be rain and a bit of a 
swell, but that’s decent compared to 
what we’ve put up with recently,” he 
revealed. 

So it was the usual 3 am wake-up call 
for me on the Wednesday - and a good 
thing too because night-time works 
on the M3 saw me having to make a 
very long detour. Luckily I still arrived 
in time to make the obligatory visit to 
Weymouth Angling Centre to nab some 
of the big leads that I knew would be 
required. 

As it turned out I wasn’t the first to 
arrive quayside. That honour went to 
Malcolm Sparrow, who had made the 
short trip from Swanage. There’s a 
saying about sparrows and getting up 
early and here was the truth! 

The rest of the crew, made up of 
Jason Terry, Nigel McLoughlin, Graham 
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Stevens, Dave Edwards, Shane Johnson 
and Jeff and Russ Chapman soon 
assembled, and amid rain squalls we 
cast off. 

We made a straight run out to the 
first mark, with no stopping for bait 
feathering on the way, which was a bit 
of a surprise. 

“It’s been so poor for mackerel 
recently that we are better off not 
wasting time,” explained Lyle, 
adding that he had a box of 
frozen mackerel on 
board to swell the 
bait supplies. 

Once at the 
mark, the first 
question was 
what weight 
would be required 
on what promised to be 
a decent tide. Lyle’s advice 
was to start with lib 8oz and 
work up from there. I decided 
to play safe and start with lib 
12oz because I was positioned 
well up from the stern and 
wanted to keep clear of the 
lines at that end of the boat. 

The crew had agreed on a 
rotation pattern, as in, once 
you fish out a cast you move 
back up the line furthest away 
from the stern if you are on it, 
while everyone else shuffles 
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down towards it. Its a good idea in 
theory, if a little difficult to enforce in 
practice, but at least it sows the idea 
that you cant stay rooted in one spot 
the whole trip. 

I hadn’t had a bait in the water for 
too long when there was a call of “fish 
” from the stern. Shane Johnson was 
in, but a small smoothhound was the 
culprit. There were a few more false 
alarms, all of which involved dogfish, 
but all of which inevitably saw me 
winding in and rushing to the cabin 
to get the camera, just in case. 

It was early bird Malcolm Sparrow 
who hit into the first ray, sharpening 
the attention of the crew, who expected 
sport to blossom. 

However, it was a steady start rather 
than spectacular, with heavy rain 
showers lowering the comfort level of 
the crew, while a good swell added to 
the fun. 

Nigel also added an early fish, but one 
of the key moments of the day came 
when Shane struck into a heavy fish 
intent on heading downtide and staying 
close to the bottom. 

It quickly became a battle between 
the unstoppable force and the 
immovable object, to the point where 
Lyle spilled off some anchor rope while 
giving Shane instructions to wind hard 
to get right over the fish. This managed 
to get the fish moving but only slowly, 
so Lyle buoyed the anchor rope and let 
Supanova drift, instructing all other 
lines to be wound in. 

This proved to be a problem for Russ 
Chapman because he’d just had an 
encounter of the bite kind with a blonde 
ray. This was swiftly hustled aboard 
and proved to be a decent fish - a tidy 
bit of angling from Russ. Meanwhile, 
Shane was still battling away with his 
ray and suspicions grew that he was 
fighting a foul-hooked fish. This wasn’t 
true, although the ray had rolled on his 
trace, knotting it around its tail to give 
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the impression of being foul hooked. 
Still, it was two rays aboard at once, 
and better still an important clue to 
where the fish were. 

Lyle carefully marked the position of 
the buoys holding the anchor rope, then 
settled Supanova into that position once 
the anchor was re-attached. 

The upturn in sport was marked. The 
downside for me was that I spent even 
more time running around on camera 
duty than I did with a bait in the water. 



fillet combo, to discover that the head 
of the squid had been neatly removed. 
Small ray? Dogfish? It didn't matter, I'd 
missed the chance! Things were starting 
to look a bit serious, because no matter 
what I tried I couldn't buy a proper bite 
- not even off a doggie! 

While the early fish had been females, 
the fish being caught in this hot patch 
were mainly males, and good fish they 
were too. I was desperate to open my 
account on the few occasions that I 



NO MATTER WHAT I TRIED I COULDN’T BUY A 
PROPER BITE - NOT EVEN FROM A DOGGIE! 




Never mind, it's pictures first, fishing 
second, although I did wonder if I might 
be missing a good catching opportunity. 
The few brief occasions that I could get 
a bait down saw no bites at all to my 
rod, despite ringing the changes with 
bait sizes and combinations. At one 
stage I tried an offering of multiple thin 
fillets to increase movement and scent 
leakage. It didn't work at the time, but 
as things turned out I'd come close to an 
answer. 

There was quite a variety of sizes 
of rays landed, and what absolutely 
amazed me was the audacity of some of 
the smallest ones, in attacking baits that 
were almost as big as themselves and 
that they had no chance of swallowing. 

After one drop I retrieved my bait, 
which was a whole squid and mackerel 



could get a bait in the water but it just 
wouldn't happen. 

One of their (and my) chief 
tormentors was Graham Stevens, who 
found that a canny bait change worked 
wonders. He was offering a whole 
sardine, elastic wrapped to preserve its 
soft flesh, and the rays loved it. 

“They're hitting it as soon as it 
touches bottom," grunted Graham as 
he lifted into another hefty fish, swiftly 
raising his tally of blondes to five. 

On the other side of the boat Nigel 
was also among the rays, and again 
he was offering something a bit 
different on occasion, one of the 
Top secret' blonde ray baits, garfish 
fillet. There were several takers for 
Nigel's varied baits and he bossed 
the boat with eight fish, including 
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the joint biggest of the day at 211b. 
He was joined in the 211b club by 
Jason Terry and Russ Chapman, with 
all of the 201b-plus fish being males. 

As the tide slackened even more, 
sport began to slow slightly, with some 
smaller fish providing the odd bite or 
two. 

Dave Edwards opened his account 
with a small ray, and now I was in 
real trouble - I was the only angler on 
the boat who hadn't caught one. The 
pressure was on! 

It was clear that a variety of baits 
were picking up fish and, although the 
exotics had done well, the standard 
mackerel and squid were working well 
enough for most. 

Over a well-earned coffee - there's 
never a shortage on Lyle's boat - I 
quizzed Nigel about his bait choices 
and picked up a tip that made all the 
difference. It's the first tip among those 
provided by Nigel and it proved a 
winner for me on the day. 

Baiting up with renewed confidence, 
I lowered my rig into the water and 
waited. The swell was putting a lot of 
motion into the rod tip. Paying off a 
bit of line to counteract it I secured 
my rod and picked up my coffee cup 
to finish my drink while it was still 
warm. 

Out of the corner of my eye I 
spotted a slight movement on the 
tip of the 301b Shakepeare Agility. 

It knocked again and I drained my 
coffee before picking up the rod. This 



time I felt a tap, then a steady pull. I set 
the hook and wound down hard to get 
whatever had taken the bait up in the 
water. It obviously wasn't a big fish - 
but it didn't feel like a doggie. Could it 
be the blonde ray that I was desperate 
for? 

Pumping the fish towards the surface 
I became aware of Lyle standing just 
behind me. 

“Have you got one?" he enquired. 

“Well, it could be a doggie," I replied, 
although I was hoping for the best. 

“It'd better not be," said Lyle, 
readying the net. 

It was with some relief that I spotted 
the fawn-coloured shape coming up 
through the water, and even greater 
relief when it came aboard. 

It certainly wasn't the biggest ray-» 
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TOP BLONDE RAY TIPS 



Prepare a mackerel fillet 
^ f as normal, then make a 
cutfromjust short of the pointed 
end of the fillet right back down to 
the bottom. This allows the single 
fillet to move more, adding to the 
attraction. 



During summer it’s worth 
^ 60 using a two-hook rig, with 
one on the point as normal, the 
second about half wag up the trace 
back towards the lead. It really 
boosts the scent trail. 

^ Try to keep the flowing 
trace to a maximum of 
around five feet; too long and a 
strong tide can waft the bait up off 
bottom and away 
from the blonde 
rays. 



of the day but it was one of the most 
welcome, and it meant that all of the 
crew had done the business. You cant 
always say that on a boat trip! 

My fish came so late in the day that 
it was the last ray landed, although 
Jeff Chapman picked up a small tope 
and there were one or two dogs hauled 
aboard as well. 

One of the doggies was kept for 
the pot and Graham, who trains 
fishmongers for a living, demonstrated 
how to skin one in less than 30 seconds. 
What an eye-opener that was - working 
at speed he provided a running 
commentary but never seemed to hurry, 
he made it look easy. Top work! 

We finished the day with a short 
squidding session that unfortunately 
attracted no takers. I mooched around 
with a Sabiki rig trying to drum up a 
bit of interest with mini species but to 
no avail. Not a bad way to end the day, 
though, and it had actually stopped 
raining too! 
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The TJk’s TJo.1 f ishing tackle retailer 

Over 20,000 Products Available Online 

www.fishingrepublic.co.uk 
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SQUADRbNLSURF 15FT 
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The 3 equal section 15’ Squadron Surf is built for use with a 
fixed spool reel. The 24T carbon blank has a progressive action 
which gives easy long casting performance. The rod is finished 
with lined LTS guides, DPS screw winch and duplon grips. 



e> 



COAST SMOCK 



> 100% durable polyester twill 
peach microfibre soft shell fabric 

> 100% waterproof more 
than 8.000mm 

> Fold up and tuck into the 
collar hood with wired peak 

> Taped seams 

> Insulated with160g 100% Polyester 
filling for great Thermo warmth 

> Strong WP front zipper protected by 
a wind fillet 



1 big zipper front pocket 

2 side WP zipper fleece linded hand 
warmer pockets 

1 WP side zipper to allow easy over 
the head on and off 
Outer new inovative cuffs with 
velcro adjustment 
Inner protective neoprene cuffs 
D-Ring at upper back 
High Quality reflectors 
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Daiwa AG5000AB: Size, function and rugged reliability are the order of the 
day for the AG reels. The 6000 is ideal for distance work and will crank 
111cm of line back with one handle turn. Each model is furnished with 
an ABS aluminium spool and Twistbuster. FEATURES ABS aluminium spool 
Twistbuster High crank rate & D Surf 12ft: Features: Carbon composite 
Lined guides 4-8oz casting weight DPS style reel seat 3 piece construction 



12FT COMBO RRP £85 FR PRICE £59.99 
13FT COMBO RRP £90 FR PRICE £64.99 

SPINFISHER 7500 

Heavy duty aluminum bail wire adds strength and dui 
5 Shielded stainless steel bearing system 
Infinite anti-reverse (back up ratchet on 7500-1 050C 
Friction trip ramp prevents premature bail trip when casting 
Stainless steel mainshaft and alloy main gear 
Triple-supported oversized SS mainshaft on 9500 am 
Enhanced gear ratios on smaller sizes 
LC - Long Cast 



12FT COMBO RRP £230 FR PRICE £129.99 
13FT COMBO RRP £235 FR PRICE £139.99 

0 FATHOM STAR 
DRAG 



Diecast aluminum frame and sideplates 

Machined Bronze main Gear / Stainless Steel Pinion Gear 

HT-100 Versa Drag System 

Adjustable Centrifugal Brake System 

5+1 Shielded Stainless Steel Bearing System 

Line Capacity Rings 



RRP £149.99 
FR PRICE £139.99 



12 STAR DRAG 
15 STAR DRAG 
25 STAR DRAG 



RRP £159.99 
RRP £159.99 
RRP £159.99 



FR £119.99 
FR £119 99 
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Ron Thompson Axellerator beachcasters provides extreme performance for a reasonable price. 
This 13’ version is superb for casting those longer distances with ease. Constructed from 
the highest quality carbon with fuji SiC guides this is a serious casting tool but still retains a 
satisfying playing action. 

RRP £169.99 FR PRICE £119.99 



• High modulus carbon blank 

• Superb action and recovery 

• 2 piece blank 

• Full Japanese shrink wrap handle 

• High gloss finish 

• Supplied with coasters for fishing reel up or down style 

• Fast action with sensitive tip section for bite detection 

• Powerful mid and butt section 

• Increased distance and controlled casts 

• Fully lined sic guides rung for multiplier reels only 

M-SPORT POWER RRP £149.99 FR £119.99 
M-SPORT ULTRA POWER RRP £149.99 FR £119.99 



RRP £99.99 FR PRICE £79.99 



OKU 



TX560FD 



RRP £79.99 FR PRICE £59.99 



RRP £159.99 



£ 99.99 
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RRP £119.99 

£ 74.99 



All our products are available from any of our uk stores 

Barnsley, Doncaster, Manchester, Rotherham, Sheffield, Sunderland, Hull 
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AKIOS FIXED-SPOOL 
SHORE REELS 

A kios is highly rated for the quality of its you think that fixed-spool reels can’t handle rough- 

multiplier reels - and it also makes superb ground fishing it’s time to think again, 
fixed-spool reels. This reel has an incredible BOkg of drag strength 

We have two of its top-rated shore fixed - it’s a biq-qame fixed spool that will handle shore 



A kios is highly rated for the quality of its 

multiplier reels - and it also makes superb 
fixed-spool reels. 

We have two of its top-rated shore fixed 
spools up for grabs, and one lucky TSF reader can win 
them both! 

With its long spool the Scora 80 is a good distance 
choice using either braid or mono; it’s fast on the 
retrieve with a 4.6:1 ratio and has 8+1 bearings as 
well. It’s a good choice for the matchman. 

The MVR Select AK100 is a very different animal. If 



you think that fixed-spool reels can’t handle rough- 
ground fishing it’s time to think again. 

This reel has an incredible BOkg of drag strength 
- it’s a big-game fixed spool that will handle shore 
work as well as mixing it with species like halibut and 
oversized cod from the boat. With 10+1 bearings 
and numerous seals to keep saltwater out it’s a tough 
customer 

Thanks to our easy to enter competition you can win 
the Akios Scora 80 and MVR Select AK1 00 - two fixed 
spools that will cover most shore fishing situations! Sn 



HOW TO ENTER 

JUST CALL 09012 932306 

AND ANSWER THIS SIMPLE QUESTION CORRECTLY... 

WHAT IS THE MAXIMUM DRAG RATING OF THE AKIOS MVR SELECT AK100? 
A: 20KG | B: 30KG | C: 40KG 

ALTERNATIVELY, YOU CAN SEND YOUR ANSWER ON A POSTCARD TO: AKIOS FIXED SPOOL COMPETITION, TOTAL SEA 
FISHING, 1 WHITTLE CLOSE, DRAYTON FIELDS, DAVENTRY, NORTHANTS NN1 1 8RQ. 



CONDITIONS 

The competition will run from noon on 
December 1 1th, 201 5. Calls will cost 
£1 plus your phone company’s access 
charge. 

Please obtain permission from 
whoever pays your phone bill. The 
winner will be selected at random from 
all correct entries received by noon on 
January 8th, 2016. 

The editor’s decision is final and no 
correspondence will be entered into. 
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Direct 

CREDIT 




Serious about your 
Christmas, in-store 
and online. 






GURU 




Rods, reels, bivves, bedchairs, bait, gift cards and much more... 
Click mm.anglingdirect.co.ult 



Angling Direct 

Serious about your fishing 
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KAYAK COMPETITION 
DATES 2016 

April 2nd Poole Bay Plaice Chase. Meet 
Sandbanks main car park 8am to fish for the 
Cam Clearie Memorial Shield. Heroes On The 
Water fundraiser. Supported by the Poole Bay 
Small Boat Angling Club. 

May 21st Swanage Classic. Meet at Swanage 
seafront car park 9am to fish for big prizes and 
raise money for the Swanage lifeboat. Supported 
by Swanage Town Council. 

June 11th Ocean Kayak Classic. Mountbatten 
Watersports Centre, Plymouth 9am. Sponsored 
by Bainbridge Marine and Kayaks & Paddles. 
Fundraiser for Heroes On The Water. 

There are other events later in the year, at 
Flamborough, Runswick Bay and Scarborough 
in Yorkshire and Penzance in Cornwall, which is 
usually in September at Sennen Cove. The dates 
for those events hadn’t been disclosed at the 
time of going to press. 

If you are an old hand at these meetings, 
you need no encouragement. If you are yet to 
attend your first, don’t be dubious, you will be 
welcomed with open arms and safety on the 
water is taken care of with everyone looking out 
for each other. Equally, everyone is expected to 
be properly equipped. You have loads of time 
yet to get ready, so start planning and we look 
forward to seeing you on the water soon. 



Kayak anglers are well served with 
competitions in all comers of the country. 
Simon Everett lists the main ones and 
gives a little bit of background to each. 



I t doesn’t matter where you are in 
the country, the friendly nature of 
kayak angling competitions makes 
people travel far and wide to take 
part. The camaraderie is such that a 
newcomer travelling to an unfamiliar 
area will be given help by the locals to 
catch a fish; often it is a species they 
have never caught before and that is 
why they have made the effort. 

The format for these competitions 
is totally catch and release, with each 
species photographed against an entry 
card. The picture just has to be clear 
enough to identify the species of fish, 
so it pays to know your goldsinny 
wrasse from your corkwing. The judges 
are given the memory card with the 
pictures, and the number of different 
species clearly identified is totalled up 
for each competitor. If the entry card 
is not visible in the picture, that fish 
is ineligible, so take care with each 
picture! 

As a tie-break, should two or more 



people come in with the same number 
of species, then the time ashore is taken 
into account; whoever arrived back first 
wins. 

Last year, in one competition there 
was a sprint race between two who 
landed together, both of them on nine 
species - the younger man won! 

To do well you need to know how to 
target a range of fish that are likely to 
be in the area, so different rigs, baits 
and tactics are used to catch as many 
species as possible. 

It is this ability to cover a range of 
tactics that separates the men from the 
boys. 

Preparation is key - preparation of 
rigs and baits beforehand to save time 
on the water. Other people take it less 
seriously and just enjoy themselves in 
the company of other kayak anglers 
and learn new methods while helping 
to raise funds for worthy causes, as all 
these kayak competitions are charity 
matches with excellent prizes. SB 
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FISHING MEGASTORE 



e-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com 

www.fishingmegastore.com 



Glasgow Angling 
Centre 

Unit 1,The Point 
Retail Park 
29 Saracen Street 
Glasgow G22 5HT 



ROCKFISH LRFRODS 



% 



With their ultra light casting weights, gorgeous fast 
action and super sensitive tip, the Rockfish rods 
deliver fantastic sport against a range of inshore 
species, even down to the tiniest specimens. 



Code 


Length 


Action 


KCS 


oasis 


Krice 


TX1019 


6ft 11” 


Ultra Light 


2 


0.5-7g 


£29.99 


TX1020 


7ft 6” 


Light 


2 


3-1 2g 


£32.99 


TX1021 


7ft 10” 


Med Light 


2 


7-2 8g 


£34.99 



ROCKFISH REVOLUTION RODS 



UL: A solid tipped rod that is equally at home fishing jig heads and soft 
plastics, metals or drop shot. 

L: A solid tipped rod with a bit more "poke" than the UL, ideal for slightly 
heavier work and when a bit more range is necessary. 

ML: A solid tipped rod designed for Hard rock fishing. The main use of 




Code 


Length 


rU5 






TX1641 


UL:7ft 3 


2 


1-8g 


£64.99 


TX1642 


L: 7ft 6 


2 


3-1 2g 


£67.99 


TX1643 


ML: 7ft 10 


2 


7-28g 


£69.99 



ROCKFISH DUH RODS 

The Dual comes supplied with both a Solid Tip section 
&TubularTip section, delivering maximum versatility 
and giving you the choice between maximum finesse 
for chasing small, wary species, and something a little 
more resilient for a larger catch. 





Code 


Length 


Pcs 


TX2949 


7ft 6 


2 




ROCKFISH ROVER ROOS 

The Rockfish Rover is the rod for the LRFer on the 
move! The ROver features a crisp, responsive 4/5pc 
carbon blank with a reliable reel seat, high quality EVA 
handles and fully lined guides. 



GEKKARIJIH LRFRODS 




TX2950 6ft 11 



Length Pcs Casts Price 
2-7g £59.99 






rod range from Daiwa comes straight from their design 
houses in Japan, international home of Light Rock Fishing. 

The 3 rods in the range all feature high quality 2 piece carbon 
blanks, and come equipped with Fuji K-guides, a scratch 
designed reel seat that keeps the reel closer to the hand, and 
Split Grips for improved handling. 



Code 


Length 


Pcs Casts 


Price 


DW3984 


7ft 


2 0.5-5g 


£129.99 


DW3985 


7ft 6” 


2 0.5-5g 


£139.99 


DW3986 


8ft 3” 


2 3-1 Og 


£149.99 


REEL 


Code 


Model Capacity BB 


Price 


DW3983 


2004 


3lb/1 40yds 6+1 


£150.00 



& RAPID BUSS FD REEL 

With its ergonomic design, extra large 
bail arm, easy-grip EVA foam handle, 
and buckets of stopping power, the 
saltwater-resistant Rapid Bass FD 
delivers power and performance. 




ROCKFISH IRF REELS 



Code 


Model 


Capacity 


RRP 




L1 1 51 5 


10FD 


215yds/3lb 


£49.99 


£29.99 


L1 1 516 


20FD 


235yds/3lb 


£49.99 


£29.99 


L1 1 51 7 


30FD 


195yds/6lb 


£49.99 


£29.99 


L1 1 51 8 


60FD 


1 50yds/1 81b 


£49.99 


£29.99 



The little brother to the 
Luregame Reel range, 
and delivers a fantastic 
quality fixed spool reel, 
purpose built to handle 
modern LRF methods. 




The Luregame Reel features a 
lightweight body with a strong 
yet lightweight vented spool, 
nippy but powerful 5.1 :1 ratio, 
and 9+1 bearings to render 
everything silky smooth. 



Code 


Model 


Capacity RRP 


TX2773 


2000 


120M/0.22MM £39.99 £29.99 







Code 


Model 


Capacity 


RRP 




TX2774 


30 


245m/6lb 


£47.99 


£39.99 


TX2775 


40 


145m/15lb 


£49r99 


£39.99 



RERHOSFBREESS 

• Shielded stainless steel bearings 

• M-CompactXGT-7 Frame 

• Diecast/X-Ship Gear 

Code Model Capacity RRP Price 

SU7131 1000 0.20mm/140m £119.99 £84.9i 

SU7132 2500 0.25mm/160m £124.99 £89.9L 

SU7133 3000S 0.25mm/140m £124.99 £89.9i 

SU7134 4000 0.30mm/180m £129.99 £94.9i 

SU7135 C5000 0.35mm/175m £134.99 £99.9i 



TRILEHE FLUOROCARBON 

Highly sought after by bass pros 
in the States, Trilene Fluorocarbon 
is pound for pound among the 
strongest monofilament lines on 
' the market. 

Code Size Strain Price 
PU1538 110yds 41b £5.99 

PU1539 110yds 61b £5.99 

PU1540 110yds 81b £5.99 

PU1541 110yds 101b £5.99 

PU1542 110yds 121b £5.99 



ROCKFISH OITRRRRAID 




Rockfish Ultrabraid from 
HTO is ideal for your LRF 
and HRF set ups. Rockfish 
Ultrabraid is available in a 
choice of breaking strains, 
100m per spool. 

Code Casts Price 

TX1366 61b £9.99 

TX1367 81b £9.99 




GLISS MONOTEX BRRID 

Incredibly thin and strong! 



fiEcocEAF AQUA LIQUID 



1 Green 


Yellow 


B/S 


Length 


II D03845 


D03873 


10lb/4kg 


150m 


£13.50 ! 


| D03846 


- 


14lb/6kg 


150m 


£13.50 , 


II D03847 


D03874 


16lb/8kg 


150m 


£13.50 


1 D03848 


D03875 


25lb/1 1 kg 


150m 


£15.99 


II D03849 


D03876 42lb/1 9kg 


150m 


£15.99 


D03852 


D03879 


25lb/11kg 


300m 


£26.99 


II D03853 


DO3880 42lb/1 9kg 


300m 


£26.99 




This special preservation 
liquid with amino acid and 
attractant designed to 
increase all of the Ecogear 
Aqua range's attraction and 
keep it in its best condition. 



Code Model Price 
MR0323 Original £9.99 
MR0324 UV £9.99 





/marukyu power isoire worms 

These supremely versatile worms are available in a range of colours and 
sizes, with their extremely lifelike bodies and action proving irresistible 
fished in a range of methods, from simple bait rigs, to fished with fine 
jigheads, to even being fished 'wacky' style hook in the middle. 



■k 



Size 


Green 


Brown 


Red 


Pink 


White 


8cm (20 per pack) 


MR0049 


MR0050 


MR0051 


MR0052 




10cm (15 per pack) 


MR0053 


MR0054 


MR0055 


MR0056 




11cm (15 per pack) 


MR0057 


MR0058 


MR0059 


MR0060 


MR0065 


13cm (15 per pack) 


MR0061 


MR0062 


MR0063 


MR0064 


MR0066 
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\ GULP SARD WORMS 



These saltwater sandworms bleed scent like a blood trail, 
attracting more fish from greater ranges and triggers them to 
feed instantly. The right colours, the tight texture and the right 
flavour make these Gulp! Sandworms every angler's first choice. 



Size 


Bloody 


Natural 


10cm 


PU1935 


PU1937 


15cm 


PU1042 


PU1041 



Natural Dark Brown NewPenny Only 

11043 PU1044 £5.99 
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I -oecogeah SOFTBAITPOCKETIN'SETS I Amarukyu MBS CM 



The Pocket In is a 
lightweight, discreet, 
convenient box of 
tricks to enable you to 
scale down and take 
your fishing anywhere. 

Code Model Price 
MR0139 Aji £13.99 
MR0140 Kasago £13.99 
MR0072 Merbaru £13.99 




I These mobile, realistic crab baits form 
Marukyu are great for a wide range of 
fresh and saltwater species and come 
loaded with Marukyu's signature 
range of flavours and additives, 
making them absolutely irresistible! 

Colour 23g lOpc 27g 8pc Price 

Brown MR0481 MR0484 £5.99 

Green MR0482 MR0485 £5.99 

Purple MR0483 MR0486 £5.99 






IFF MINI CASTING IIGS 

These little lures feature a superb 
vibrating flashing action on retrieve, a 
perfect roll on spin stop and a big flash 
and slide out on jigging! 3 per pack. 






Code Weight RRp . £7 QQ 
SV13446 5g Now Only 
SV13447 8g 
SV13448 lOg 




£6.99 



3 ^ LIGHT GAME HEAD 

HTO continue their trend of bringing top 
quality, purpose designed LRF tackle to ■ 

the masses with their Light Game Heads. 

5 jigs per pack. 

Code Model 
TX1356 1g 

TX1357 1.5g % 

TX1358 2g Qnly 
TX1359 2.5g 

TX1360 3g £2.49 r 



ROADRUNNER GEAR BAG 

I Adjustable Practical shoulder and 
chest bag that is perfect for the 
moving angler and street angler. 



SV10266 
RRP: £37.99 
NowOnly 

£34.99 




NKEMURO HARO CASE 




A unique Android and iOS compatible 
wi-fi fishfinder. Works with up to 5 
devices at once! 



>HVRC£ 



WATER WOLF CAMERA 



These cases will allow your fishing tackle to follow 
you everywhere and last for years. 



Code Colour Length RRP 

LI2215 Green 130cm £&7t99 £56. 

LI2216 Grey 150cm £70.99 £59: 



TU0050 

Only 

£l 29.99 






Waterproof to at least 100m. Fully 
charged, it has four hours of 
recording at 720p - 30 
frames per sec. 

• Underwater camera 
specifically designed 
for fishing 

SV13909 Code Accessories Now 

Only SV13909 Camera £119.99 

rl 1 Qaa SV13913 Accessory Pack £39.9. 
£1 I -/.99 TY0023 16gb Micro SD £14.9. 



JOIN US ONLINE TO FIND OUT ABOUT THE LATEST OFFERS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 



blog.fishingmegastore.com 



U /glasgowanglingcentre ■^■/glasgowangling 



FREE POSTAGE 

ON ORDERS OVER t “ ,w 



*UK MAINLAND ONLY 






BOAT TEST #ex celvantage420 




EXCEL VANTAGE 420 



RIBs are starting to be discovered for fishing in the UK 
Simon Everett takes a look at an affordable option. 
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#excelvantage420 BOAT TEST 



hen it comes to using 
RIBs for fishing, the 
French are well ahead of 
us Brits. They have been 
enjoying the benefits of inflatable boats 
for over a century. We already know 
of the benefits; dive clubs use RIBs 
virtually exclusively because of their 
tremendous practicality and payload 
potential. So why don't more anglers 
see the benefits that a RIB can provide? 
There are some enlightened users in 
Ireland especially and here in the UK, 
but it is the other side of La Manch 
where the RIB is used to full advantage 
by the lure-mad French. 

I know a cuddy is attractive in 
winter, but with modern wet- weather 
gear they use these boats all year round 
and in some pretty foul conditions. A 



good set of waterproofs goes a long 
way to keeping you warm and dry. 

You dont need a big RIB to access 
open, rough water either. This 4.2m 
example from the Excel stable will 
happily see you cover grounds out to 
12 miles. The massive flotation from 
the inflatable Decitex collar provides 
more than enough buoyancy to carry 
630kg (over half a tonne) even fully 
flooded. The boat itself only weighs 
1 99kg, so even a small car would 
hardly know it was there when towing. 

Excel boats are made in Korea by a 
boatyard that has been building RIBs 
for over 30 years, so you know it is 
well found. The hull is a standard GRP 
laminate, the same type of construction 
that is found on a conventional boat. 
The inflatable tube is then glued to the 



hull, in a specially moulded concave 
mount that gives a massive surface 
area for very reliable attachment. 

This is how most smaller RIBs are 
made. Grab-handle loops and life lines 
are fitted to the tops of the tubes for 
support when moving around, plus 
stainless grab handles are fitted to the 
sides of the console. 

The internal layout is very simple, a 
main console about a third of the way 
forward with a box seat, which housed 
the fuel tank on our test boat, but there 
is no reason why that couldn’t be put 
astern the seat and the locker space 
utilised. The swinging backrest on the 
helm seat hinges forward so you can sit 
facing aft to fish over the stern. 

The bilge well has a stainless strainer 
over the drainage scupper to prevent-* 
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BOAT TEST #excelvantage420 




blockages. To get into the drain you lift 
the stainless flap to access the internal 
bung to drain the water away while you 
are on the plane. The helm seat will 
accommodate two people, plus there 
is the jump seat forward and another 
seat in the bow, on the anchor locker, 
which is also big enough to take some 
extra gear. On a small, open boat like 
this it is always best to keep your tackle 
to a minimum and take it in a tackle 
box. RIBs are used by lure anglers 
in the main, so it suits the minimal, 
tidy approach this method is famed 
for. There is plenty of stowage in the 
console, where the battery resides 
completely protected from the elements. 

One of the things RIBs are renowned 
for is their seakeeping prowess. After 
all, a RIB is just a boat wearing a life 
jacket! The massive buoyancy provided 
by the tube keeps the boat on top of 



the water, so they ride over waves 
rather than punch through them. 

The rigid hull planes in the same way 
as a conventional hard boat, but the 
whole boat tends to be lighter than 
a hard boat, again helping it lift over 
waves. The deep V hull cuts the water 
and provides a soft ride in rough 
water, while the inflatable collar sits 
on the water at rest, making the boat 
an extremely stable platform to fish 
off. That is why they get used to drift 
through some of the horrendous tidal 
races off the north coast of Brittany and 
Normandy. 

The 40hp outboard we had on the test 
boat was just adequate, but getting the 
boat on the plane with both men sat on 
the console seat proved difficult. It was 
much better with the weight distributed 
more evenly with one sat forward on the 
jump seat. With more power she would 



have lifted on to the plane better with 
the weight of the men aft. Once on the 
plane, though, the boat rode well, and 
it was blowing a gale when we tested. 
Although we were in Southampton 
water, where it is pretty sheltered, 
there was aim swell rolling down and 
some small wavelets started to break 
in the windy conditions. 

Having taken small RIBs around the 
country and through some massive 
seas, I know their capabilities well 
and can't understand why more 
anglers don't use them. After all, they 
are nippy enough to get you out to 
your marks, unsinkable and stable 
enough to fish turbulent waters that 
a conventional hard boat would find 
uncomfortable and economic enough 
to open boat ownership up to many 
more anglers. What is there not to 
like? §11 
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Get More - Get An Arvor. 





t ,A jTI/Qj? 690 

£37,950 inc vat 



, Y j\mfOR730 

£47,950 inc vat 




Trim Tabs (730/810) 
Bowtruster (730/810) 



Shaft drive 






Rod holders /filleting tray 






Live Bait well 

Mooring Pack /Bectn c Windless 




01702258885 

info@arvorboats.co.uk | www.arvorboats.co.uk 

Check out our new website^ 




BoatS.co.uk • 

Launching dreams since 1969 

WHERE FISHING BEGINS 






BOAT FISHING #revvedup 




SPECIFICATIONS 



Type of engine 
No of cylinders 
Displacement 
Bore and stroke 
Valve train 



Power output 
Max RPM full throttle 
Gear ratio 
Steering 

Alternator output 
Trim/tilt 

Weight 

Transom height 



4-stroke 

4 in line 

2,1 OOcc 

90mm x 81mm 

Single Overhead Cam 

(SOHC), two valves per 

cylinder 

75hp 

4,500 to 5,500 
2.07:1 

Remote dual cable or 

hydraulic 

35 Amp 441 W 

Power trim and tilt as 

standard 

163kg 

508mm (L) 



PRICE FROM £7,275 INC VAT @ 20% 



Simon Everett has the lowdown on 



Mariner 

75hp EFI Four-Stroke 



this big capacity, lightweight, mid- 
power outboard. 



W hen the RNLI uses a 

specific outboard motor 
you can be sure it has 
been rigorously tested for 
reliability. The Mariner 75hp shares 
the same, second-generation 2.1 litre 
capacity engine block as its bigger 
cousins the 90hp and 1 15hp. When 
it comes to producing torque the old 
maxim of 'you cant beat more CCs” 
holds true and consequently the 2.1 
litres of swept volume has the highest 
torque of any 75hp outboard on the 
market, making acceleration swift 
and effortless as the engine can swing 
a bigger propeller, which in turn will 
assist with fuel economy. 

The new, all-aluminium 2.1 litre 
block is arranged with four cylinders 
in line, one above the other, to provide 
a smooth running, constant power 
delivery throughout each crank 
revolution, as there is always one 
cylinder producing power. The gas 
flow management is taken care of by 
a single overhead cam operating two 
valves per cylinder; it sacrifices a little 
top end performance over a twin cam, 
but reduces weight considerably and 
the hydraulically operated cam lifters 
together with roller rockers make for a 
totally maintenance free and reliable, 
aluminium, cylinder head. 

The fuel delivery is controlled by 
an incredibly precise Electronic Fuel 
Injection system that uses a pressurised 
rail to deliver the same high pressure 
to all injectors. To match the precision 
of fuel delivery the air flows through 
a new, composite construction, ultra- 
lightweight but larger bore, tuned 
manifold to ensure plenty of air flow 
that allows the engine to breathe 
freely. The remapped ECU has been 
programmed to deliver leaner running 
and improved fuel economy; it is also 
able to handle fuels with an ethanol 



mix, as found in many parts of the 
world, or in so-called bio fuels. 

Each cylinder is fitted with 
its own individual coil pack, 
incorporated into the spark plug 
cap. This reduces losses and creates 
a bigger spark for a more complete 
combustion cycle, producing more 
power and fewer exhaust emissions, 
earning the EPA's three-star emission 
standard. 

Another major achievement is the 
ease of maintenance, with colour-coded 
items to address listed on a table on 
the inside of the cowling. The dipstick 
and oil filter are placed next to 
each other where they are easy 
to get at, and the oil filler cap is 
on the top of the engine and is of 
a sufficient diameter to take a funnel 
for spill-free oil changes. Another 
useful maintenance feature is the 
freshwater flushing port on the front 
of the outboard, where it is easy to use 
from inside the boat, or stood beside 
it when on the trailer. An in-line fuel 
filter resides next to the dipstick, again 
where it is easy to find and replace at 
service time. 

Corrosion protection is taken care of 
by using stainless steel for the raw- 
water cooling pipes and advanced 
powder coating barriers to protect the 
main components of the engine. On 
top of this there is galvanic protection 
in the form of sacrificial anodes in 
strategic places to prevent bi-metal 
corrosion in either fresh or saltwater. 
The protection against corrosion is as 
good as any in the industry, which is 
why they are happy to back the product 
with a five-year warranty. 

The new Mariner 75 is more refined, 
lighter, cleaner burning, quieter and 
requires less maintenance than the 
previous model and is ideal for angling 
boats up to six metres in length. IS 
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FROM QUIRKY TO PLAIN USEFUL WE’VE GOT THE GIFTS THAT ANGLERS WANT 



’ 0 Zjk 


fy Vjjf -V* 

1 




1 ^ FiB | J 




BREW MUG (BLUE) 

£5.99 CGB_001 



FISH CORD WRAP 

£2.49 KIKK.07 



CAST IRON BOTTLE 
OPENER 

£9.99 CGB_003 



PEWTER LAPEL PIN: 
I COD 

£4.50 CADCL022 



LED LENSER P7QC 
TORCH 

£63.99 ROTH.OIO 







£10 GIFT VOUCHER 

£10.00 VOUC.OOI 






SHOPATDHP.COM 0800 997 8714 

f FACEBOOK I PINTEREST 

To see our full range of gifts visit www.shopatdhp.com T stuffThat © 

TB Anglers Want I f dhpubLlshlng 















Need more than just 
your monthly fix of 
Total Sea Fishing? 

Then visit our Facebook page for the latest 
news, catch pics, top tips, weekly giveaways, 
savings and all the banter. 



NOW GO TO 

www.facebook.com/totalseafishing 







FISHING 



NOT JUST A 
MAGAZINE 







David Mitchell , the marine environmental campaigns manager for 
the Angling Trust (AT) reports on the benefits seen after a ban on 

scallop dredging. 



W hat would anglers think 
about having a network 
of multi-use marine 
national parks? Well 
weve effectively already got one, in all 
but name. Back in 2008 the government 
declared a 60-square-mile box off the 
coast of Lyme Bay on the Dorset/Devon 
coast a marine protected area. The 
protection banned the use of scallop 
dredging within the area. 

Scalloping is an immensely 
destructive method of fishing, involving 
towing steel cages over the sea bed with 
heavy chain bags with toothed bars that 
dig into the sea bed and flip the scallops 
into the bag behind. Needless to say, it 
doesn’t leave much intact afterwards 
and scallopers can turn rich sea bed 
habitats into a desert very quickly, 
where once coldwater corals, sea fans 
and whole fragile and slow-growing reef 
ecosystems once existed. 

An unintended consequence of the 
ban on scalloping was an unsustainable 
increase in the number of static 
nets and pots being set in the area - 
effectively replacing one problem with 
another. 

In order to address this an 
organisation called the Blue Marine 
Foundation stepped in and set up the 
Lyme Bay Fisheries and Conservation 
reserve. The Angling Trust is 
represented on the Working Group and 
our representative has already done a 
fantastic job by developing a code of 
conduct for angling within the reserve. 

Ask local anglers and they 11 tell you 
that the ban on scalloping is already 
beginning to bear fruit, with species of 
fish being caught that have not been 
seen in the area for decades. Even in 



the space ot a tew short years it looks 
like the ecosystems are recovering 
from being scoured by the scallopers. 
Fantastic news! 

I think it’s fair to say that anglers 
expected (or hoped, perhaps) that the 
ban would lead to a benefit but no- 
one quite expected how dramatic 
the improvements would be mJ 
or how quickly they would 
happen. It makes you wonder what 
else could be achieved if the most 
damaging towed fishing gears were 
given their marching orders from J 
other areas of the coast! 

Local anglers and charter skippers 
are reporting that brittle star beds 
are re-establishing themselves, 
with marked improvements in the 
numbers of black bream and cod *- 
being caught as a result. Anglers are 
amazed at the improvement in plaice 
fishing - some calling it the best along 
the whole of the south coast. Rays 
(in particular undulates), gurnards 
and even ling appear to be making a 
welcome comeback to the area as a 
result of the habitat protection and the 
ecosystems recovering to support many 
more species. 

Some of these improvements 
may well also be the result of other 
measures, like the ban on commercial 
landings of undulate rays, as well 
as fluctuations in species and their 
numbers for various other reasons. 
However, there’s no denying the sheer 
weight of anecdotal reports from 
anglers and skippers who have fished 
the Lyme Bay area all their lives and 
have witnessed first-hand the decline, 
and now dramatic improvement in 
fishing in the area as a result - to 



whatever degree - of the ban on 
towed gear within the site. 

There’s no better illustration 
of this that Honiton Sea Angling Club 
in Devon, many members of which 
fish the Lyme Bay area. Typically 
the club would record between 50 to 
60 specimen fish per year. So far in 
2015 the club has recorded over 110 
specimens with the Trust, and counting! 

The Lyme Bay project is working 
to ensure that, now that the habitat is 
protected, the area is fished sustainably. 
There aren’t too many good news 
stories when it comes to fishing at the 
moment. Let’s take a breath to celebrate 
this one before making sure it continues 

- the Blue Marine Foundation is 
funding the project for one more year 

- and happens elsewhere around the 
coast. Find out more about the project 
by visiting www.lymebayreserve.co.uk §S3 
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WEB GUIDE #shoppingcentre 



Shopping 



TSF brings you an essential guide to the best sea fishing websites. 

Contact Karen Biggs 

karen@dhpubxo.uk 





RETAILER 



& 

MIM 

STORE 

.COM 






w 

www. fishingmegastore. com 



www.gerryslurefishingtackle. co. uk 



RETAILER 



Gerrv 









□I 



I Now providing all that's required to take up the fastest- B Glasgow Angling Centre is one of the largest online 
growing branch of the sport. B tackle dealers in the UK. 




www.grampianfishing. com 




www.nwac.co.uk 




www. bhg- marine, co. uk 




A long-established business, originator Jim Somers 
invented the famous Grant Vibration Green Heart rod. 



\mrw 



MANUFACTURER 



NWAC offers an impressive array of sea fishing tackle 
including masses of rods from all the top names. 



RETAILER 





I Due to relocation, stocks of outboards, RIBs, kayaks and 
much more are available at up to 50% off. 



www.colmic.it 




Champion quality in fishing tacke. 



www. fishingrepublic. net www. f laden fishing, org. uk 



I We have extensive angling knowledge within our B Anyone can fish, 

company including exceptional customer service. 




www.totalseamagazine.com/online-shopping/shoppingrcentre 




#shoppingcentre WEB GUIDE 




Visit the website to view the full product and brand m An international manufacturer and distributor of the finest I Join the sea angling community and have your questions 
ranges. H fishing equipment and accessories. I answered by TSFs experts. 






The best sea lures, guaranteed to help you catch every H The wholesale expert in a large variety of fishing tackle. H The Scottish Borders’ premier supplier of quality sea 
time. | I fishing tackle and outdoor accessories. 




www. worldseafishing, com 



A comprehensive forum with up-to-date fishing reports 
and blogs. 



To promote your 
website here for only 
£20 per month, call 

KAREN ON 

01327 315426 




To see more of the TSF 
recommended websites, 
plus our blogs, weekly 
competitions, fishing 
reports and daily news 
updates, visit our website! 



'And Twitter too! 

@TotalSea 



www.totalseamagazine.com 



Advertise here FOR JUST £20 per month 












NEW STEALTH 
FOR SALTWAT 



LUECAMO BRAID 
I ADVENTURES 









CATCHSCENE 



Caught A Fish? 



Want to share your latest catch with the sea fishing community? E-mailpaulAennis@dhpub.co.uk 






CATCH 

OF THE 

, MONTH 



WHAT YOU 
CAN WIN! 



TSF has teamed up with tackle 
giant Shakespeare to give the 
Catch Of The Month winner two 
packs of superb Devil’s Own 
Hellfire Worms and Hellfire Shads 
worth £1 3.96, as well as a spool 
of red Beta monofilament line 
worth £5. All runners-up will 
receive a pack of Devil’s Own 
Hellfire Worms or Hellfire Shads. 

But that’s not all: every three 
months the three Catch Of The 
Month winners will be put into 
a draw where one of them will 
win more than £250 worth of 
Shakespeare rods, reels and line, 
including the Agility and Sigma 



Light-tackle lump 

Who: John Collings 
What: 191b undulate ray 
Where: Weymouth 

John Collings from Milton Keynes got a 
bigger fish than he bargained for while 
drifting for plaice aboard Flamer IV, when 
an undulate ray weighing 191b grabbed his 
ragworm and squid strip bait. 

The size 1/0 Sakuma Stinger hook 
stood up to the task and after a 10-minute 
struggle the big undulate was brought to 
the boat. 

The ray was weighed, photographed, and 
returned alive by top skipper Colin Penny. 



Salute for 
Sargeant’s blonde 

Who: Jamie Sargeant 
What: 181b blonde ray 
Where: Cardiff, Wales 



Jamie Sargeant was delighted when 
he caught this blonde ray from the 
sand spit mark near Cardiff. Fishing 
at low water he tempted the 181b fish 
with a whole Ammo squid and bluey 
cocktail on a pulley Pennel rig with 
4/0 Sakuma Manta Extra hooks. 

“I fished clipped down because 
of the distance I needed to cast,” 
revealed Jamie. 



Brian 9 s super 
sole 

Who: Brian Cooper 
What: 11b lOoz sole 
Where: Hurst Castle, 
Hampshire 

Brian Cooper was 
delighted to bag his first 
sole -a fine 11b lOoz 
specimen - when he 
visited his local Hurst 
Castle Beach mark. 

A ragworm-and-mussel 
cocktail at close range did 
the trick for Brian, who 
offered the bait on a size 
2 hook with a weighted 
hooklength. 



www. shakespeare-fishing. co. uk 









For More Info Log On To 

www.total5eamagazine.com 












Ron Harding is such a consistent angler that 
his mates call him ‘the Legend’, but like any 
top angler Ron is always keen to pick up 
fish-catching information, and TSF is one of his 
sources. 

“I had a fantastic day’s fishing off Brighton 
on my own boat, Polecat ,” revealed Ron, who 
added: “I gave TSF editor Paul Dennis’ tactics 
a try, fishing mackerel strip on the plaice 
grounds, and like him I caught brill and turbot. I 
also landed three cod to 81b, a 21b 8oz gurnard 
plus some lovely plaice.” 



I m 



mem 



SPONSORS 
CATCH SCENE 



SEND IN YOUR CATCH REPORT 



To win some lures from Devil’s Own, send in a good-quality picture of 
your catch and fill in the form, which is available on our website, www. 
totalseamagazine.com , plus add any other interesting facts about your 
catch. Catch Of The Month winners will be put into a draw to win £250 
worth of Shakespeare tackle. 

Send your entry to: Catch Scene, Total Sea Fishing, 1 Whittle Close, 
Drayton Fields, Daventry, Northants NN11 8RQ, or e-mail high-quality 
images to: paul.dennis@dhpub.co.uk. 



Turbot turn-up 

Who: Richie McGibbon 
What: 281b turbot 
Where: Shetland 

Coalie strip is tempting some big 
turbot, like this 281b fish landed by 
Richie McGibbon. 

He was fishing off Muckle Flugga 
aboard Kenny Graham’s Oberon out of 
Cullivoe in the Shetlands. 



Squance takes 
his chance 

Who: Adam Squance 
What: 81b 2oz cod 
Where: Chesil Beach 

Adam Squance got among the 
early cod with this 81b 2oz fish 
from Dorset’s Chesil Beach. 

He said: “I had it just before 
high tide. The bait was fresh 
lug tipped with squid on 201b 
line using a Sonic SKS rod.” 



Even ‘the Legend 9 listens 

Who: Ron Harding 
What: 21b brill 
Where: Brighton 



Ramsey 9 s full house 

Who: Ramsey Parsons 
What: Flounders 
Where: Newgale, Pembs 

Ramsey Parsons, 7, was very excited to 
catch a full house of three flounders on 
his rig when he fished Newgale Beach, in 
Pembrokeshire. 

TSF fan Ramsey fished lugworm on a 
three-hook-flapper rig to fool the flounders 



www. shakespeare-Jishing. co. uk 



January 2016 



95 







CLASSIFIED Contact Karen Biggs t: 01327 315426 e: karen@dhpub.co.uk 





HAVING TROUBLE 
FINDING YOUR 
FAVOURITE MAGAZINE? 



CUT OUT THIS COUPON AND GIVE IT TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 

DEAR NEWSAGENT, 

COULD YOU PLEASE SAVE/HOME DELIVER A COPY OF 
TOTAL SEA FISHING MAGAZINE FOR ME EACH MONTH. 



NAME. 



ADDRESS. 




Tackle Shop 



TELBOYS TACKLE 

T: 01407 832965 

E: safes@telboystackie.eo.uk 
WWW.TELBOYSTACKLE.CO . UK 



FLAOEN MAXXIMUS SOLID CARBON RODS 

Hi# new rang# of Max x ImUt Solid carbon-rod i from Flad art Filling 
g.lvo5 you a vary thin and light blink with extrema lifting power 
whli still maintaining an iticradibla wtrlgbl to itnmglh ratio 
unmatched by tubular blanks 
Th*$* solid blank* h»u* perfect taper *1 bat giv# you the 
power and at lion you Want for 3 pet I fit techniques 
ygu are looking to aroploy- 

Only £89.99 
Free delivery to all of the UK 

"""* I 

tuEboya Tnckla - located Ip the boogtllgl Amlwch, Anglesey 
la a family- run business wj|h fanlnsllc customer service 
reviews by ah its VhittOT*. 1 ho owner, Terry, has bean fishing 
for over 5-0 years and It now passing on hla experience end 
knowledge to anyomsthat wishes to learn - even on a budgnL 

Telboys can provide everything yog need to start fishing 
for less than Eb0,00, which la a meting I 



If you would like 1o find out more about the products 
Tolboya Tackle offer, or the fishing Terry can provide you 
with, give him a cell on 01407 93206b or 
vlalf l he we bo He at www.lelboystacklo.co.uk 



Full range of Shamrock Rigs 
available at Telboys. 

Visit us In store or order online with 
free delivery available to the whole 

^MRGC* ° ftheU * 

Prices Starting from 
'•(.j,} Only £1.60! 
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Complete 
Floatation Suit 



9 Pockets - d fleece-lined 
Neoprene cuffs « Elasticated braces 
Fluorescent fabric for high visibility 
Total weight (Jacket and Trousers) 2.6kg 



Only £130.00 
Free delivery to all of the UK 



CUMBRIA ANGLING CENTRE 



Stockist of: SAbil 

z» a\v/a Garcia 
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Open Tues-Fri: lOam-fipm • Sat: 9am-5pm • Sun: 10am-2pm 

I IwkiB iWr Jfa “ Vi mm 4kJP 

E-mail: cumbriaangling@btopenworld.com 

George Street, Whitehaven. Cumbria CA28 7EY 
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NEELY EXPLAINS HOW TO 
MARKS ON NEW VENUES 



STEVE 

great 



STUNG AGAIN 



TRIALS A NEW METHOD 
FOR POLLACK Sl COD 
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from HOME 

TAKE COVER IN 
OTtOf OUR 

MAGNIFICENT 7 
BEACH 
SHELTERS 



THE UK ‘5 SEA FfSWW 



Total 



WIN ABU BLUE YONDER & PENN 535 MAG REELS WORTH £ 360 I 



WIN ABU BLUE YONDER & PENN 535 MAG REELS WORTH £3601 



Total 
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MAGNIFICENT 7 
BEACH 
SHELTERS 



1 BEST IN BREED! 

PAUL denwiS f£SIS SNGW0EFS 
VERSATILE DEEP BLUE TITANIUM 
skad^olbclass ROD 
m EASTERN EXTRAVAGANZA 
GREAT TIPS AND ADVICE FOR 
SHORE AND BOAT ACTION FROM 
ESSEX TO THE WASH 



MX VI m ITS 



HIS HOME PATCH 



ANSWER? 



THE ONE ON THE RIGHT IS A SUBSCRIBER COPT... 

Price in the shop: £3.40 ■ Price to a subscriber: £2.67 73p EVERY MONTH 



AND GET 5% OFF AT ANGLING DIRECT 



PLUS... It’ll be delivered to your door before the orvsale date and you'll never miss an issue 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY AT: 



dhpsubs.co.uk/totalseahshing 

* call 0845 345 0253 

SAVE MONEY, SAVE TIME, EXTRA PERKS & NO HASSLE! 



Offct* maftibtc! hi UK awl EIRE vmMoirxrt only- Ptattw dxxk ihv iraJwib! U*r Tull iljthmuk] condlliana. 

Vit^Iht^: DIkcT mtncf lU> nlpHt Id wfehdnw I lit y t tWinim <m certain pmclutlK. 














BOAT FISHING #skipper , sspotlight 




THIS MONTH: Predator skipper Hamish Currie, from Redbay, 

Northern Ireland. 




B orn and raised in the Firth 
of Clyde, the cod Mecca of 
Europe at the time, I was 
introduced to its wonders 
aged seven by my father, who was the 
chairman of the SCSA Scottish sea 
anglers’ association and then became a 
prolific competition angler, winning too 
many trophies to mention. 

My introduction to chartering came 
at the very early age of 13, when I used 
to skipper a 32ft ex-lifeboat called 
Sharon from Saltcoats Harbour in the 
Firth of Clyde. Because of my age I was 
not strong enough to start the hand- 
cranking engine, which was a Kelvin P4, 
so the owner, a bin-lorry driver, used to 
have to come down early in the morning 
to start it for me! However, once the oil 
was heated up I could start it by myself 
the rest of the day. 

I built my first charter boat 20 years 
ago - a Redbay 2 1 open sports boat 
cruising at 25 knots. We targeted tope 
for the first year then offshore blue 
shark out of Portnablagh, on the north 
coast of Donegal, where I recorded over 
400 of them in just seven years. 

The second charter boat I built was 
a Redbay Stormforce 9m rib, and I 



believe this was the first charter rib to 
operate in UK and Ireland waters. She 
cruised at 25 knots and this is when the 
porbeagle shark came into the game, 
along with the giant skate. 

My latest charter boat is again a 
Redbay Stormforce - a 10m rib - but 
this time with an island wheelhouse and 
a top speed of 29 knots. This allows my 
hunting grounds to be as far south as 
the Isle of Man and the Inner Hebrides, 
Scotland, and about 70 kilometres west 
of Redbay as well. The main targets 
are the larger species - big spurs, tope, 
huss, common skate and, of course, the 
mighty porbeagle shark. 

I believe that Predator is among the 
top producers of Irish specimen fish, 
with an average of over 65 
per year covering around 
1 1 species. It also boasts 
a good number of record 
fish, including the current 
British record spurdog at 
241b 5oz, having broken the 
Irish record over eight times 
for the same species. 

We also hold the black- 
mouth dogfish and herring 
records and our largest 



skate recorded is 2491b. 

I am a great believer that you have 
to be a good angler to become a good 
charter skipper, and as boat angling 
runs through my veins I think I have an 
advantage. 

For winter fishing I only fish the neap 
tides because I am targeting congers, 
spurs, ling, huss and of course my 
bread and butter common skate. 

The majority of my business comes 
from the Netherlands, where they 
book a week at a time, but I'm now 
breaking into the German market and 
I'm starting to take enquiries from the 
UK and Wales, especially for sharks 
because the lads are no longer looking 
at the numbers game but the special 
one over 3001b. My biggest porbeagle 
recorded is eight feet and around the 
4001b mark. 

I work to the ends of the earth to 
get the goods for my clients and store 
around 3,000 mackerel at my own 
expense because I'm a great believer in 
chumming all the time and this works 
for me. 

As you would expect, the banter on 
board my boat is always brilliant 
- just don't show them 
a chink in your 
armour !£ 
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www. totalseamagazine. com 
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3S : March 19th & 20th, 2016 
VfiNUE: 'FIVE' Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 6XL 



THE UK’S ORIGINAL, BIGGEST AND BEST TACKLE SHOW/SALE... 



ACRES OF COVERED EXHIBITION SPACE 



• VAST AMOUNTS OF TACKLE TO SEE AND BUY 



ADVICE FROM THE COUNTRY’S TOP ANGLERS 



• A SHOW UKE NO OIHER - SEEING IS BELIEVING! 

TICKET & INFORMATION HOTLINE: 0345 873 1900 

www.fishfacepromotions.co.uk 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SHOW GUIDE CONTACT DIANNE ON: 01332 292790 

¥ Follow us on Twitter: @bigonefishing or follow us on f Facebook: Search The Big One’ and look for our logo 



CO • In Advance: £10 all day • Concessions £6 

III 

q • On the day: £12 all day • Concessions £7 
2 • £5 half-day from 1pm* 2-day ticket £1 5 
• Accompanied under-1 2s go free 
lu • VIP ticket £35 

BUY TICKETS AT: WWW.FISHFACEPROMOTIONS.CO.uk 
^ • Super VIP tickets - from £1 50 each (please call for more details) 









The NEW Tournament Envoy multipliers 
offer exceptional performance and 
quality at a price to suit all budgets. 




• One Piece Aluminium CT Cage 

• Tronixpro Power Handle 

• Centrifugal Breaking System 

• 5.3:1 Retrieve 

• 8Kg Drag Power 

• Machined Brass Gears 

• Available In Left Or Right Handed. 

• Free Cloth Bag 




• One Piece Aluminium CT Cage 

• Tronixpro Power Handle 

• Mag & Centrifugal Breaking System 
•5.3:1 Retrieve 

• 8Kg Drag Power 

• Machined Brass Gears 

• Available In Left Or Right Handed. 

• Free Cloth Bag 



» AVAILABLE FROM RETAILERS AROUND THE UK & IRELAND 

FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND NEAREST STOCKIST VISIT: WWW.TRONIXFISHING.COM 

li TRONIXPRO R TRONIXFISHING 

DISTRIBUTED BY 

IRONIXFISiMS 



WE SHARE YOUR PASSION 






